
August 23-24, 2025 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
August 16-17, 2025 Collection 

 

Envelopes                                               $        5,725.00 
Loose                                                      $          360.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       6,085.00 
School Fund                                            $             420.00 
Centennial Campaign       $          250.00 
Assumption                                              $       1,264.00 
                  Subtotal                               $       1,934.00                    

                  Grand Total                        $     8,019.00 
Online July PushPay Giving                $      5,099.89 
ACH July Contributions                      $       2,246.00 
 

St. Thomas Church June Tithe 
June Tithe Income – $55,815.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $5,582.00 

This Week in Our Parish 
Mon., August 25, St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz      

Tuesday, August 26, Weekday 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Wednesday, August 27, St. Monica 
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Kenny Koebele) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group  
 6:00 pm Booster Club 
 

Thursday, August 28, St. Augustine 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
     

Fri., Aug. 29, Passion of St. John the Baptist    
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
 8:30 am All-School Mass (Int. Fred Kessler) 
 

Saturday, Aug. 30, Weekday 
  8:00 am -9:00 am Reconciliation 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Liv & Dec of Glen  
                & Alberta Smithenry Family)                
 

Sunday, August 31, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Kurt TeVault) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  
3:00 – 9:00 pm St. Mary’s Picnic 

 
 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
 

Mon.: 1Thes 1:1-5,8b-10              Mt 23:13-22      
Tues.: 1Thes 2:1-8                        Mt 23:23-26             
Weds.:1Thes 2:9-13                                             Mt 23:7-32 

Th.:             1Thes 3:7-13                              Mt 24:42-51 
Fri.:    1Thes 4:1-8                                       Mk 6:17-29                                       
Sat.:    1Thes 4:9-11                                   Mt 25:14-30 

Sun.:   Sir 3:17-8,20,28-29          Heb 12:18-19,22-24a           

                        Lk 14:1,7-14 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule. 
October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if needed.  
Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 618-783-
8741 to register or schedule an appointment.   
 

Visit dio.org/catholictimes to read about all of the 
happenings in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.  
Don’t miss the latest featured article:  Raising Faithful 
Children (Five tips to help your child/grandchild stay 
Catholic) 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, August 30 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Luke Zuber 
EM: Wanda Kocher, Kim/Kaitlyn Ochs, Glenda Spiker 
Servers: Carissa Barthelm & Brooke Farley 
Gift Bearers:  Gerald & Denisse Ochs  
Musicians: Tammy Page & Debbie Matson 
Greeters/Ushers: Brad Ochs 

Sunday, August 31 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Sara Bergbower 
EM: Jill/Gus/Lucy Bierman, Brenda Phillips 
Servers: Addison Shamhart & Jace Bergbower 
Gift Bearers: Brian Brummer Family 
Musicians:  
Greeters/Ushers: Ben Bierman 

Sunday, August 31 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Ginger Robins 
EM: Helen/Leo/Adam Weber, Becky Paker 
Servers: Dominic Ochs & Logan Vogt 
Gift Bearers: Jim Robins 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler and Margaret Bierman 
Greeters/Ushers: Mike Gier 

 

SCAM ALERT.  From time to time, someone will 
impersonate Fr. Paul and ask for “a favor.”  If you get a 
text message or an email asking for any financial help, 
please report it through your email or text provider or 
ignore and delete it.  If you are unsure as to its validity, 
please verify the request through the Parish Office – No 
one from this parish will ever ask you for help that 
cannot be verified by a phone call. 
 

First Friday Adoration at St. Thomas 
September 5, 2024 

(will begin immediately following  
Grandparent’s Day program at appr. 10:15 am) 

 

You are invited to join St. Thomas for 8:30 am Mass 
followed by Adoration until Noon.  It is a sacrificial 
offering of love to commit to a specific time during 
Adoration, so we have placed a sign-up sheet in the 
gathering space.  This will ensure that the Blessed 
Sacrament is never left alone during Eucharistic 
Adoration.   
The remaining Fridays of the month Adoration will 

be held from 7:30 am – 8:15 am. 
 

IMPORTANT!!  St. Thomas Church has changed its e-
mail address.  Please note that the new email address is 
parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net.  Thanks for your 
cooperation and patience as we transition to the new 
email.  This change is a result of a required update that 
will provide additional security for all those sending and 
receiving email to and from our parish office.   

Something to Celebrate!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the St. Thomas 
School Duck Race Winners: 
 1st – Lily Bierman 
 2nd – Kim Zuber 

 3rd – Peg Mulvey 
 Gift Certificate Winners:  Wilson Beverlin, 

Lily Ochs, Linda Ochs  
A special thanks to all who organize this event each 

year and a BIG thank you to all of our sponsors!! 
 

St. Thomas  
15th Annual Harvest Picnic 

October 12th, 2025 
 

 

St. Thomas Picnic Raffle Tickets are available! Please 
stop by the gathering space to pick up your envelope of 
tickets labeled with your name and address.  Thanks to 
our picnic committee for doing such a great job 
organizing this event each year!  Keep watching the 
bulletin for more information. 
 

Basket Raffle:  Time to get your creative minds 
flowing!  We are asking you to once again donate theme 
baskets for the Harvest Picnic. Suggested value is $50 
and up. Families could combine to make one even 
bigger 🙂. Need ideas? Call or text Dee Bower 618-553-
4326. Thanks everyone!! 

 

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember 
 

Aug. 25 – 4:30 pm Sball, here, and Bball @ Red Hill 
Aug. 26 – 4:30 pm CC, here and Sball, here vs Ttown 
Aug. 28 – 4:30 pm Sball, here, and Bball @ Casey 
Aug. 29 – 4:30 pm Sball @ Cumberland and  
                 4:00 pm Bball, here vs Dieterich 
Aug. 30 – CC Cumberland Invite and  
                 10:00 am Sball @ Mattoon 

Congratulations to Carl 
and Pauline Frohning as 

they recently 
celebrated their 71st 

wedding anniversary. 

Congratulations to 
John and Kathy Miller 

as they recently 
celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

 

Please pray for the Sick: 
Dale Harris, Charles Sroka, Jim Beauchamp, 
Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, Carson 

French, Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst,  
Carol Schafer, Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, 
Jessica Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie Ochs; 
those in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.   
 

Rest in Peace:  Kurt TeVault 
 

 

Supporting Families 
 

Marriage Date Night 
Where:  Forty Martyrs Catholic Church 
               201 E. Van Allen St., Tuscola, IL 
When:  Sun., September 28 
Time: 4:00 – 7:00 pm 
What:  Come hear a talk to strengthen your marriage 
and have dinner with intentional discussion and 
conversation!  $40 per couple.  St. Thomas & St. Mary 
Parishes will cover the cost of the registration for the 
first 10 couples in each parish who are interested in 
attending.  Contact your Parish Office.  RSVP by Sept. 
22 at tinyurl.com/SeptemberDateNight25 

 

In Case You Missed It (ICYMI).  Be sure to check out 
the latest Catholic Times issue and the feature article: 
Raising Faithful Children.  The article highlights the 
following 5 tips:  1) Never miss Mass; 2) Honor the 
Sabbath; 3) Go to confession; 4) Take a family 
pilgrimage; 5) Have lively exchanges.  Visit 
dio.org/catholictimes to read more. 

 

  Fr. Pawel’s Journey Continues…Our 
fourth day in Rome came quickly. The 
highlight was a 7 a.m. Mass at the tomb of 
St. John Paul II—a truly special moment 
we had been looking forward to. 
Normally, it’s difficult to get in due to the 

large crowds and long lines, but thanks to a friend, we 
were able to enter through a different entrance and skip 
the line.     After the Mass, we were warmly invited for 
breakfast and coffee by a Polish Franciscan priest who 
lives and serves in the Vatican. We enjoyed our coffee 
on a balcony with a stunning view of St. Peter’s 
Basilica. It was one of those unforgettable moments you 
wish you could bottle up and take home. 
Before the crowds started to fill the area, 
we decided to climb to the top of the dome.  
And then came the best part of the day: 
lunch at La Vittoria. Tomorrow is going to 
be the last day of our adventure... 

A Back to School Message from Fr. Pawel to all 
students, parents, teachers, and parishioners 

 

Welcome back to a new school year. As we approach 
another season filled with lessons, learning, faith, and 
devotion, let us entrust ourselves to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. She was the one who entrusted her heart to Jesus 
and learned to follow Him with trust, humility, and love. 
This makes her the best example for us to follow. 
As we know, the school year can be stressful but it can 
also be a moment of grace. If Mary was "full of grace" 
she can also teach us how to open our hearts to the grace 
that God gave her.   
 

We need grace to grow not only intellectually but most 
of the time spiritually, and every lesson learned brings 
us one step closer to the person that God is calling us to 
be. 
 

May this school year be filled with faith, an open heart 
for growth and grace and let us never forget to support 
our students with love, prayer, and a strong faith in 
Christ. 

 

 

 St. Mary’s and St. Thomas PSR and  
St. Thomas CYO Starting Soon 

All PSR and CYO students are invited to the Welcome 
Back Mass on Wednesday, September 10 @ 6:30 pm 
at St. Mary’s church.   
 

PSR will then begin their regular sessions on 
Wednesday, September 17th at 6:30 pm at St. Mary’s.   
 

St. Thomas CYO will also begin their regular sessions 
on Wednesday, September 17th at 6:30 pm in the St. 
Thomas Parish Center.   
 

We look forward to getting started and welcoming all 
the new faces!! 

 

 

The Order of Catholic Initiation of Adults (OCIA)  
 

Our parishes will begin the OCIA process Sunday, 
September 7, at 11:15 am following 10:00 am Mass 
at St.  Thomas. If you know anyone interested in 
joining the Church, offer to bring them to Mass!  Or if 
you're not Catholic but interested in the faith, please call 
the parish offices (618/783-8741 or 618/455-3155) or 
Debbie Matson (618/553-1472).  
 

 

Newton Family Life Center 
Will You Be A Table Host for our Banquet? 

September 11th at the Keller Convention Center 
Supporting our Effingham and Newton locations.  If you 
are interested in hosting a table please contact 217-342-
5433.  All monies raised go to the Newton Family Life 
Center. 



August 23-24, 2025 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
St. Mary of the Assumption  

 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68  
     Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459    Tel:  618-455-3155 

         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org 
Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  
                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 

         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  

PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 
Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 

 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 First Saturday of the Month 

          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request 

 

This Week in our Parish 
Mon., August 25th, St Louis & St Joseph Calasanz 
Tuesday, August 26th, Weekday 
8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Alan Ochs+) 
9:30 a.m. – Noon – Fr. Tomy Office Hours 
Wednesday, August 27th, St Monica 
Thursday, August 28th, St Augustine 
8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: John O’Malley+)) 
Friday, August 29th, Passion of St John the Baptist 
10:30 a.m. – Funeral Mass – Christine Litzelmann 
Saturday, August 30th, Weekday 
Sunday, August 31st, 22nd Sunday Ord. Time 
8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Lawrence & Eugenia Helregel+) 
3 – 9 p.m. 188th Pre-Labor Day Picnic 
 

Altar Crew – Calling all those who serve at Mass, Fr. 
Tomy wants all the “Altar Crew” to join him at the 
Parish Center on September 3, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. He will 
feed you pizza for supper and lead you to the church to 
share how he wants you to serve at the altar. If anyone 
new wants to join in please feel welcome to attend. 
Parents are welcome too!! 

Congratulations, 
Dave & Norma Ochs 

on their 40thWedding Anniversary! 
Thank you to Tristan & Cynthia 
Boldrey our newest married couple 
for presenting roses to Dave & 

Norma. We wish both couples many more years of 
happiness, good health, and God’s Blessings! 
 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of August 17, 2025 

Envelopes   $ 1,045.00 
Loose    $    292.00 
Sub Total   $ 1,337.00 
 

Haiti    $    115.00 
Assumption   $    185.00 
Total                           $ 1,637.00 
 

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – August 31, 2025 
Ushers: Phil Ochs, Owen Ochs, Bob Barthelme 
Servers: Reed Kistner/Ellie Ochs 
Lectors: Nicholas Zwilling/Ashtyn Ochs 
Gift Bearers: Bruce Boehl Family 
EMs: Elfrieda Kaufmann, Lisa Ochs, Amy Frohning 
 

188th Annual Pre-Labor Day Church Picnic 
St Mary’s in Sainte Marie 
Sunday, August 31, 2025 

3:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Picnic Set-up - Wednesday, August 27th at 5:30 p.m. 

Help Needed!!         All Help greatly appreciated!! 
 

St. Mary’s and St. Thomas PSR and  
All PSR students are invited to the Welcome Back Mass 
on Wednesday, September 10 @ 6:30 pm at St. 
Mary’s church.   
 

PSR will then begin their regular sessions on 
Wednesday, September 17th at 6:30 pm at St. Mary’s.   
 

We look forward to getting started and welcoming all 
the new faces!! 
 

Family Life Raffle – The September raffle will be held 
on August 31st. We will be giving away 2 dinner tickets 
for the picnic. 
  

The Gospel of Mark was the first Gospel that was 
written as part of the New Testament. We will begin a 
study of this Gospel, The Book of Mark, in the Parish 
Center in Ste Marie, on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
starting September 8th. We will meet for 5 weeks. 
Please call the parish office (618)455-3155 if you plan 
to attend. 


