September 13-14, 2025
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:
St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman(@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
September 6-7, 2025 Collection

Envelopes $  7,370.00
Loose $ 347.00
Subtotal $ 7,717.00
School Fund $ 555.00
Centennial Campaign $ 970.00
Subtotal $ 1,525.00
Grand Total $  9,242.00
Online August PushPay Giving $  4,909.65
ACH August Contributions $  2,296.00

St. Thomas Church June Tithe
June Tithe Income — $55,815.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $5,582.00

This Week in Qur Parish
Fr Tomy at Priest’s Convocation until Friday

Mon., Sept. 15, Our Lady of Sorrows

6:30 pm Gospel of Mark Bible Study at St. Mary
Tuesday, September 16, Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian
8:00 am NO Rosary

8:30 am No Mass

Wednesday, September 17, St. Robert Bellarmine &

St. Hildegard of Bingen

8:30 am No Mass
9:00 am Rosary Group
6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary’s /CYO at St. Thomas

Thursday, September 18, Weekday
8:00 am NO Rosary
8:30 am No Mass
Friday, September 19, St. Januarius; No School
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am Mass (Int. Al Rohr)
Saturday, September 20, St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon &
Paul Chong Ha-sang
8:00 am — 9:00 am Reconciliation
1:30 pm Ray/Bierman Wedding
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Kimberly English)
Sunday, September 21, 25" Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Jim Miller)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas
11:15 am OCIA

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: 1Tm 2:1-8 Jn 19:25-27
Tues.: 1Tm 3:1-13 Lk 7:11-17
Weds.:1Tm 3:14-16 Lk 7:31-35
Th.: 1Tm4:12-16 Lk 7:36-50
Fri.: 1Tm 6:2¢c-12 Lk 8:1-3
Sat.: 1Tm 6:13-16 Lk 8:4-15
Sun.: Am 8:4-7 1Tm 2:1-8 Lk 16:1-13

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule.
October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if needed.
Classes will be held in the choir area. Contact 618-783-
8741 to register or schedule an appointment.

Visit dio.org/catholictimes to read about all of the
happenings in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.
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St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule

Saturday, September 20 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Lynn Wilson
EM: Brad/Kim Ochs, Amanda Baltzell, Alice Addis
Servers: Brooks Hermann & Eli Ochs
Gift Bearers: Matt Baltzell Family
Musicians: Five for the One
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klinger

Sunday, September 21 @ 7:00 am
Lector: Jill Bierman
EM: Lily, Gus & Lucy Bierman, Gery Ochs
Servers: Will Hartrich & Caleb Kistner
Gift Bearers: Chris Bierman Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Kinsley Kerner
Greeters/Ushers: Nick Hemrich & Randy Hemrich

Sunday, September 21 @ 10:00 am
Lector: Ryan Probst
EM: Becky Parker, Lori Rauch, Renee/Dylan Gier
Servers: Levi Gier & Jennelle Hinterscher
Gift Bearers: Charlie & Jan Schackmann
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Jeff Finley
Greeters/Ushers: Bob Bower
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St. Thomas Youth Choir Practice will begin on
Wednesday, September 24, 2025 and will be held from
5:30 pm — 6:45 pm. Anyone wishing to join can contact
Vicki Mullen or Debbie Matson. Thanks for sharing
your talents with us!

Thanks for your patience!

This summer has been a season of change for the

St. Thomas Parish Office as we have updated and added
software. Along with those changes comes little glitches
that must be worked out.

For example, it has been brought to our attention that we
are having some issues with parishioners not receiving
contribution envelopes from the new company that we
have transitioned to. This is being looked into! And
St. Thomas Church has changed its e-mail address and
updated Microsoft Outlook. We are currently working
on transferring all of the email contacts into the new
Outlook and will hopefully be able to email the bulletin
again soon! In the meantime, please visit
www.stthomasnewton.net or pick up a copy at Mass.
We hope to have this resolved as soon as possible but it
takes time. Please note that the new email address is
parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net. Thanks again for
your cooperation and patience as we transition and
make the updates necessary to keep everything secure
and working smoothly!

St. Thomas
15" Annual Harvest Picnic
October 12, 2025

St. Thomas Picnic Worker’s List available in the
gathering space for sign-up. Thanks for helping!

Game Prizes Wanted! CYO is asking for donations
of individual chip bags and candy and Juice Pouch
drinks for the games that they are providing for the
picnic. CYO members will be asked to provide 1 dozen
cookies that are packaged with 2 cookies per zip lock
baggie. THANKS!

Quilt Raffle: Please visit the gathering space of church
to see the two beautiful quilts that will be raffled off at
this year’s picnic. Tickets are $5.00 each or $20.00 for
5 tickets. Tickets are available in the church office, will
be available at the picnic and after Masses when
scheduled. Thanks to Dee Bower (Christmas quilt) and
Lori TeVault (Bushel and a Peck quilt) for donating the
quilts this year and for sharing their talents with us!

Basket Raffle: Time to get your creative minds
flowing! We are asking you to once again donate theme
baskets for the Harvest Picnic. Suggested value is $50
and up. Families could combine to make one even

bigger ©. Need ideas? Call or text Dee Bower 618-553-
4326. Thanks everyone!!

Desserts Wanted. Parishioners are asked to bring
desserts for the Chicken dinner. We would like to offer

An

a dessert option for those enjoying our meal. <

Raffle Tickets are available in the Church foyer.
10% of proceeds benefit the Family Life Center —
Newton
BYOB

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember
Sept. 15 — Girls Bball practice can begin
Sept. 17— 1% Qtr Mid-term
Sept. 18 — 7:40 am FCA; 4:30 pm CC, here
Sept. 19 — No School — Teacher’s Institute
Sept. 21 - Garage Sale Set-up

St. Thomas Altar Crew
"% We look forward to watching
g our Altar Crew grow in
membership!! If your 50-8h
grader is interested in being

added to the Altar Crew schedule, please contact the
parish office at 618-783-8741 if you have not already
returned a sign-up form to the school office. Thank you
to all those who have signed up to serve! If you sign up,
there is a rumor that at the end of the school year a
reward for their service is being considered.




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

Please pray for the Sick: Chase Zumbahlen,

Emma Rose Probst, Dale Harris, Charles

Sroka, Jim Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower,

Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, Carol Schafer, Jim and
Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch,
Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare
facilities/Book of Requests.

Mark your Calendars:
St. Thomas 15™ Annual Harvest Picnic
October 12, 2025

Supporting Families

Marriage Date Night

Where: Forty Martyrs Catholic Church

201 E. Van Allen St., Tuscola, IL
When: Sun., September 28
Time: 4:00 — 7:00 pm
What: Come hear a talk to strengthen your marriage and
have dinner with intentional discussion and conversation!
$40 per couple. St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes will
cover the cost of the registration for the first 10 couples
in each parish who are interested in attending. Contact
your Parish Office. RSVP by Sept. 22 at
tinyurl.com/SeptemberDateNight25

Knights of Columbus Newton Council 1704
Tootsie Roll Drive
Helping People with Intellectual Disabilities
September 19-21
Please Consider Helping!
Upcoming Opportunities to help:

Newton Football Game & St. Thomas/St. Mary Masses
Contact Jason @ 618-562-5822

Robinson Football Game & Robinson/Oblong Masses
Contact Mike @ 618-553-1875

EIU Newman Center Annual Gala

Are you an alumnus, friend, parent, or have a connection
to EIU and the Newman Center? Consider attending this
year's Newman Night Gala, October 25th, as we remember
our past, celebrate the present, and ensure the future of our
catholic student community and center here at EIU. For
more details call 217-348-0188, visit our website
eilunewman.org/newmannight, or email John Johnson at
development@eiunewman.org.

Special Second Collection for Gaza and Surrounding
Areas in the Middle East — September 27-28. At the
request of Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio, President
of the USCCB, our parishes are participating in a special
collection to provide humanitarian relief and pastoral
support for our affected brothers and sisters in Gaza and
the surrounding areas in the Middle East. Bishop

Thomas John Paprocki is encouraging all of the parishes
throughout our Diocese to participate in this special
collection as the Holy Father continues to call for a
cease fire and for aid to enter the territory. Please
prayerfully consider supporting this special collection.

Note: Church in Africa Collection — September 20-21

The Order of Catholic Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

has begun in our parishes and will meet at 11:15 am
following 10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas. If you know
anyone interested in joining the Church or interested in
the faith, please call the parish offices (618/783-8741 or

618/455-3155) or Debbie Matson (618/553-1472).
Thanks to Fr. Tomy for his guidance and to Debbie
Matson, Anne Ochs, Kevin Parker and Annie Ochs for
assisting him with this very important ministry for our
parishes!

St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Sale
Sept. 25" — 26™; 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sept. 27; 8:00 am - 11:00 am
Specials announced during the sale!!
Drop donations off Sept. 22"-23"4 8 am - 6 pm

All proceeds benefit
St Thomas School technology and improvements

Mrs. Bierman has raffle tickets available for the Pulling
for Uganda event that will be held on September 14 at
Bishop Church from Noon — 6:00 pm. They are $5/each
or 5 for $20. They have lots of great prizes! If you want
to put a 3 men/3 women team together, let her know!

40 Days of Prayer Campaign for Life

Thursday, Oct. 2 at St. Mary, Ste. Marie immediately
following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am with
Benediction at 10:15 am.

Wednesday, Oct. 22 at St. Thomas immediately
following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am with
Benediction at 10:15 am.




September 13-14, 2025 PSR Update
Exaltatlon of the Holy Cross PSR will begin on September 17th at 6:30 pm. If you

g W x have not registered your child, you can still do so at the
first session.

The teachers for this year are:
Kindergarten — Beth Hartrich
Ist grade — Amber Frohning & Julie Shamhart
2nd grade — Kayla Semple
il i 3rd grade — Marie Wagner

St. Marv of the Assumptlon 4th grade — Debra Ochs

N

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68 5th & 6th grade — Anne Ochs
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 Tel: 618-455-3155 7th & 8th Grade — Lora Semple
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org High School — Becca Ochs
Website: www.stemariechurch.org Once again, we will have a hospitality session for the
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak parents, come and join us with prayer, learning more
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) about the mass, and the bible.
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — September 21, 2025
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller Ushers: Alex Kaufmann, Jake Semple, Ethan Matson

Office Manager: Denisse Ochs Servers: Gavin Semple/Max Ochs/Reed Kistner
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner

Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson Lectors: Lora Ochs/Nancy Ochs
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. Gift Bearers: Roger & Sherrie Hemrich

Eucharistic Ministers: Ben Ochs/ Elfrieda &
Maynard Kaufmann

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month

7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration

& Reconciliation

8:30 am — Holy Mass

Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request Many thanks to all those who helped to make the annual
————————————————————————— picnic a success, to those who donated for the raffle, or
This Week in our Parish made donations to help offset the cost of the expenses.
Monday, September 15th, Our Lady of Sorrows To the workers who helped set up and clean up, to those
6:30 p.m. — Gospel of Mark Bible Study who worked the stands, cooked the dinner. It takes many
Tuesday, September 16th, St Cornelius to make this event happen. A big thank you to the stand
No Mass — Fr Tomy at Priest Convocation managers and to the picnic committee. God has greatly
Wednesday, September 17th, St Robert Bellarmine blessed this parish with great stewards of time, talent,

Thank You — Thank you!!

Thursday, September 18th, Weekday
No Mass

Germany Pilgrimage

Janet Hartrich, Father
Dean, Norma Ochs,
David Ochs, Tanya
Gomez, and Dan
Schalasky at St. Mary’s
Pilgrim Church after
celebrating Mass. The
church is on the banks
of Lake Constance in

Friday, September 19th, St Januarius
Saturday, September 20th, St Andrew Kim Tae-gon
Sunday, September 21st, 25th Sunday Ord. Time
8:30 a.m. — Mass
(Int: Herman & Emma Copper Family)
65" Wedding Anniversary: Jerome & Jeannette Kocher
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St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of September 7, 2025
Envelopes/Online giving $1,250.00

Loose $161.00 southern Germany. St. Mary’s has been a pilgrimage
Sub Total $1,339.00 church since the 1300’s when Mary was consecrated
Improvement Fund $45.00 “Mother of God”. One of the many churches we have

Total $1,456.00 seen on our Germany tour.




