October 18-19, 2025
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:
St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman(@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
October 11-12. 2025 Collection

Envelopes $ 11,218.00
Loose $ 511.00
Subtotal $ 11,729.00
School Fund $ 430.00
Centennial Campaign $ 285.00
Other $ 95.00
Subtotal $ 810.00
Grand Total $ 12,539.00

St. Thomas Church August Tithe
August Tithe Income — $43,200.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $4,320.00

This Week in Our Parish
Mon., Oct. 20, St. Paul of the Cross

Tuesday, October 21, Weekday
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Weds., October 22, St. John Paul 11

8:30 am Mass (Int. LeRoy Schackmann);
Adoration immediately following until 10:15 am for
40 Days for Life Prayer Campaign

9:00 am Rosary Group

5:30 pm Youth Choir

6:30 pm Our Lady of the Rosary Procession and

Devotion — PSR and CYO participating

Thursday, October 23, St. John of Capistrano
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Friday, October 24, St. Anthony Mary Claret
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am All-School Mass (Rosemary Bergbower)

Saturday, October 25, Weekday
Spiritually Adopt a Seminarian
8:00 am — 9:00 am Reconciliation
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Dave Worman)
Sunday, October 26, 30" Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Spiritually Adopt a Seminarian
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Alfonsina Schmidt)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas
11:15 am OCIA

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Rom 4:20-25 Lk 12:13-21
Tues.: Rom 5:12,15b,17-19,20b-21 Lk 12:35-38
Weds.:Rom 6:12-18 Lk 12:39-48
Th.: Rom 6:19-23 Lk 12:49-53
Fri.: Rom 7:18-25a Lk 12:54-59
Sat.: Rom 8:1-11 Lk 13:1-9

Sun.: Sir 35:12-14,16-18
Lk 18:9-14

2Tm 4:6-8,16-18

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule.
February 1, June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by
appointment if needed. Classes will be held in the choir
area. Contact the parish office at 618-783-8741 to
register or schedule an appointment.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment

Pray for us, St. John Paul II and
all holy men and women!




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule

Saturday, October 25 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Luke Zuber
EM: Brad/Kimberly Ochs, Mark Bolander,
Ramon Kocher

Servers: Carissa Barthelme, Gauge Weber, Lillian Green
Gift Bearers: Kim Zuber Family
Musicians: Tammy Page & Elise Wright
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster

Sunday, October 26 @ 7:00 am
Lector: Nikki Bierman

EM: Paul/Katie Bierman, Brenda Phillips, Gery Ochs
Servers: Kyle/Blake Bierman, Elizabeth Brummer
Gift Bearers: Craig Shamhart Family
Musicians: Jeff Finley & Lyndsey Spiker
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long

Sunday, October 26 @ 10:00 am
Lector: Kylie Higgs
EM: Julie Higgs, Brad/Annie/Mallory Ochs
Servers: Jennelle Hinterscher, Brantley Ochs
Gift Bearers: Brian Bierman Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Debbie Matson
Greeters/Ushers: Jacob Jahraus

St. Thomas Annual Harvest Picnic
Another Great Success
The picnic committee and CYO would
like to thank everyone for their support
=== again this year. Thank you for always
showmg up in a BIG way whether selling/purchasing
raffle tickets, donating baskets for the anticipated basket
raffle, enjoying the dinner, bringing desserts or donating
prizes for the CYO games. Once all of the expenses
have been turned in, we will share the net profit made
from this fundraiser that benefits our building fund.
Congratulations to our raffle winners:

Sue Volk $500.00
Kevin Schafer $1,000.00
Danny Fiorini $15,000.00
Julie French Christmas Quilt
Randy Kieftner Bushel/Peck Quilt

Congratulations Dale Bierman
and Katie Larson who were
recently united in marriage at St.
Thomas on October 11, 2025!
May God continue to work in
your lives as you take these next
steps along your journey!

St. Thomas Youth Choir and Musicians Recently
; Came Together to
Celebrate their
Talents and share
their love of music
(and pizza).
St.  Thomas is
blessed to have so many parishioners participating in
our music ministry including those with invaluable
years of experience to those who are just beginning.
Thank you for all that you do, and we look forward to
what you have in store for us as the Advent/Christmas
season approaches.

50+ Anniversary Mass & Brunch: This year's Mass &
brunch will be on Sunday, October 26! Seats for mass will
be reserved in the front of the middle 2 sections. Fr. Tomy
will be giving a special Blessing to all couples during the
mass. The Brunch will follow in the Parish Center
Invitations have been sent

immediately after mass.
out. Reservations are recommended. RSVP Glenda

Spiker  via  text: 618-554-3663  or  email
at spikerfarms@gmail.com If you do not receive an
invitation this week please contact Glenda.

The Kevin Beavers Family would like to thank Alice
Addis, Marlene Harris and the ladies of the parish for
preparing the funeral luncheon for Kevin. The family
appreciated everything very much. God bless all of you.

All Souls Masses at St. Thomas will be held on
Saturday, November 1% at 4:30 pm and Sunday,
November 2™ at 7:00 am and 10:00 am. The annual
Memorial Mass for St. Thomas will be held at the 10:00
am Mass. Invitations will be sent out soon! St. Thomas
will also be accepting additional Mass intentions to be
said that weekend in memory of all loved ones who have

gone before us. Contact the parish office to schedule a
Mass intention for your loved one to be remembered
that weekend. Scheduled intentions will be named
during the petitions. Special Note: All Saints Day is
not a Holy Day of Obligation this year. Mass will be
held at 8:30 am on Saturday, November 1 at St. Mary.

BAPTISM: Congratulations, Kase Burley, son of Jess
& Karli Burley, who was baptized this past Saturday,
October 11", in St. Thomas Church.

Godparents are: Gavin Meinhart & Gabrielle Meinhart

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember
Oct. 20 — 6:00 pm Girls Bball, Newton, vs M-ville
Oct. 21 — 6:00 pm Girls Bball, Newton, vs Flora
Oct. 22 — 6:00 pm Booster Club
Oct. 23 - 6:00 pm Girls Bball, Newton, vs Palestine
Oct. 24 — Girls Bball LEIC Tournament begins
Oct. 25 — Oblong Spooktacular Parade — Band marches




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

ﬁ«:\ Please pray for the Sick: Steven Bierman,
\ i\s,/\ Chase Zumbahlen, Emma Rose Probst, Dale
/» Harris, Jim Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower,
Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda Hemrich,
Brenda Zuber, Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma Kocher, Randy
Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie
Ochs; those in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.

Mark Your Calendars
Wednesday, October 22 @ 6:30 pm
The month of October is dedicated to the most Holy
Rosary of our Blessed Mother.

The Rosary is powerful for strengthening your spirit
against all of the hardships that are encountered as we
live our lives. Each Hail Mary draws us closer to Jesus,
bringing peace to our hearts.

An old practice that has been gaining popularity again
in recent years is the Rosary Procession. The
procession is an inspiring public display of faith as
groups of the faithful walk around the area, while
praying the rosary in unison.

St. Thomas and St. Mary will host a Rosary Procession
at St. Thomas Church on Wednesday, October 22nd,
beginning at 6:30pm in the St. Thomas Parish Center.
The Glorious Mysteries will be prayed as the
candlelight procession travels around the church
property, praying to our Blessed Mother for her
intercession while meditating on the life of our Lord
Jesus Christ. PSR youth and CYO will be participating
in the procession instead of meeting for regular
sessions.

Outdoor seating will be available in the parking lot for
those who would like to take a break, participate in the
prayers while spectating, or for anyone who would
simply like to come and watch this beautiful tradition.
If you would like any items blessed, Fr. Tomy will be
conducting a blessing in the church after the procession.
Don't forget your candle!

Spiritual Adoption of a Seminarian

National Vocation Awareness Week; November 2-8
Celebrating October 20-26 in our parishes

Next weekend, be sure to learn more about the
Seminarians preparing for the Priesthood in our Diocese
and in Fr. Tomy’s Order. If you would like to spiritually
support a seminarian, please take home the provided
informational sheet with you for prayer. There are
many ways to support our Seminarians, and Fr. Tomy
will share more information in next weekend’s Homily.

Safe Travels, Fr. Tomy! Fr. Tomy will be headed
home to India. He will be spending time at home
October 27" - November 24", Fr. Sergio Lizama will
be celebrating Masses with us and filling in while Fr.

Tomy is away. Let us keep Fr. Tomy in our prayers for
a safe trip and safe return. We also pray for Fr. Sergio
as he prepares to lead our parishes in Fr. Tomy’s
absence.

40 Days of Prayer Campaign for Life
Join people of faith across our nation to
pray, fast, and serve to protect all life.

Wednesday, Oct. 22 Adoration at St. Thomas
immediately following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am
with Benediction at 10:15 am.

Congratulations, Mrs. Jill Bierman, on being selected
for the WTHI-TV 10 Make A Difference Award. Well
deserved! Thanks to our Principal for all that she does
for the school, parish and community.

Let us all

“Go Make a Difference.” oy r Biw

NG

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School admits
students of any race, color, sex or national and ethnic
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and
activities generally accorded or made available to
students at the school. It does not discriminate based on
race, color, sex, or national and ethnic origin in the
administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarships and loan programs, and athletic
and school administered programs. Our schools do
reserve all their rights as religious entities in accord with
the teachings of the Catholic Church, the protections of
the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and the
Illinois Religious Freedom Restoration Act 775 ILCS
35/.
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October 18-19, 2025
29" Sunday in Ordinary Time

HISSION SUNDAY

& e
St. Mary of the Assumption
112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459
Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

All Soul’s Mass — November 2™ during the 8:30 am
mass, we will honor the loved ones who have passed
away in the last year. Invitations will be sent to their
families. We can take several intentions for that
morning mass, if you would like to honor your loved
one with a special intention, please let Denisse in the
office know by October 28,

Save the Date — Family Life will be serving breakfast

after mass on November 9. All are welcome to come
and enjoy food and great fellowship! More details later.

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — October 26, 2025
Ushers: Maynard Kaufmann, Jacob Kaufmann,
Kelby Ochs
Servers: Wade Schackmann/Alivia Hartrich
Kinsey Barber
Lectors: Ashtyn Ochs/Ron Zwilling
Gift Bearers: Tony & Martha Strutner
Eucharistic Ministers Norman Boehl, Elaine Zwilling
Tony Hartrich

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

This Week in our Parish
Monday, October 20, St Paul of the Cros
Tuesday, October 21%, Weekday

8:00 a.m. — Rosary
8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: John O’Malley+)
Wednesday, October 22", St John Paul 11
6:30 p.m. — Candlelight Rosary Procession
Held at St Thomas Church
PSR will be at St Thomas
Thursday, October 2379, St John of Capistrano
8:00 a.m. — Rosary
8:30 a.m. - Mass (Int: Arthur Yost+)
Friday, October 24", St Anthony Mary Claret
Saturday, October 25%, Weekday
Sunday, October 26", 30th Sunday Ord. Time
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Alan R Ochs+)

Candlelight Rosary Procession

St Mary’s/St Thomas
Please join in praying the rosary on October 22, 2025
at 6:30 pm. The procession will begin in the parish
center at St. Thomas Church. Bring your own candle for
the procession and glow-in-the-dark rosaries will be
available. There will be chairs available for those who
would rather just watch the procession and spend time
in prayer. The 5" mystery will be inside the church.
Come and join many in praying the Glorious Mysteries
of the Rosary. There will be no PSR at St Mary’s, but
all students are to attend the rosary, with the parents also
joining.

Pastoral Council — The council needs one more
member for a 2-year term. Meetings are every other
month. Please consider becoming a member of the
council. If interested, please contact the parish office or
Janet Hartrich.

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of October 12, 2025
Envelopes/Online giving $ 1,935.00
Loose 410.00

Total $ 2,345.00

Events

October 19, - St Joseph Church - Olney
Smorgasbord & Bazaar- 11:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

October 22" — Candlelight Rosary Procession — St
Thomas Church — 6:30 p.m.

October 26 — Tri-Parish CYM pancake breakfast at
Stringtown Parish Center - 8:00 — 10:30 am.

October 26" — Adopt a Seminarian — after 8:30 a.m.
mass — St Mary’s




