March 14-March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Lent

RENEW
RECONCILE
REJOICE

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:

St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
March 7-8. 2026 Collection

Envelopes $ 11,267.00
Loose $ 660.00
Subtotal $ 11,927.00
School Fund $ 700.00
Centennial Campaign $ 660.00
Catholic Charities $ 1,330.00
Other $ 185.00
Subtotal $ 2.875.00
Grand Total $ 14,802.00

St. Thomas Church January Tithe
January Tithe Income — $58,640.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $5,864.00

This Week in OQur Parish
Monday, March 16, Lenten Weekday
Tuesday, March 17, St. Patrick
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary

Wednesday, March 18, St. Cyril of Jerusalem
8:30 am No Mass
9:00 am Rosary
5:30 pm Youth Choir
6:15 pm PSR @ St. Mary
6:30 pm CYO @ St. Thomas
Thursday, March 19, St. Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

5:00 pm Rosary
5:30 pm Mass at St. Mary

Friday, March 20, Lenten Weekday
No School at St. Thomas
7:30 am — 8:00 am Adoration
8:10 am Stations of the Cross
8:30 am Mass-St. Thomas (Int. Vera Hall)
4:30 pm KC Hall Fish Fry

Saturday, March 21, Lenten Weekday
Daddy/Daughter Dance
8:00 am — 9:00 am Reconciliation
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas
(Int.: Liv & Dec of Leahy and Menke Families)
Sunday, March 22, Fifth Sunday of Lent
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int: Gene Zuber)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
9:30 am Rosary
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas
11:15 am OCIA

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Is 65:17-21 Jn 4:43-54
Tues.: Ez47:1-9,12 Jn 5:1-16
Weds.:Is 49:8-15 Jn 5:17-30

Th.: 2Sm 7:4-5a,12-14a,16
Mt 1:16,18-21
Fri.. Wis2:1a, 12-22
Sat.: Jer 11:18-20
Sun.: Ez37:12-14

Rom 4:13,16-18,22

Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30
Jn 7:40-53

Rom 8:8-11 Jn11:1-45

Returning Home to the Father
A Night of Reconciliation

St Thomas the Apostle Church — Newton

March 25, 2026 5:30pm — 8pm




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule
Saturday, March 21 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Carol Bough
EM: Matt Baltzell, Glenda Spiker, Wanda Kocher,
Kim Zuber
Servers: 1) Bryar French
Gift Bearers: Matt Baltzell Family
Musicians: Five for the One
Greeters/Ushers: Chris Rauch
Sunday, March 22 @ 7:00 am
Lector: Tyler Spiker
EM: Pam Francis, Jamie Shamhart, Brooke Woods,
Nikki Earnest
Servers: Micah Finley, Audrey Earnest, Brady Francis
Gift Bearers: Brian Shamhart Family
Musicians: Jeff Finley & Lyndsey Spiker
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long
Sunday, March 22 @ 10:00 am
Lector: Kylie Higgs
EM: Annie/Mallory Ochs, Leo Weber, Matt Bower
Servers: Dominic Ochs, Luke Bower, Lane Zumbahlen
Gift Bearers: Brad Ochs Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Debbie Matson
Greeters/Ushers: Jacob Jahraus

A Note of Thanks
This weekend we salute a group of people who do so much
for very little if any recognition...our Money Counters.
This is a month at a time commitment that requires a lot of
patience, honesty, confidentiality and good math skills.
Thank you, Liz Swingler, Theresa Volk, Pete Pasero,
Karen Buerster, Leslie Werkowski and Dee Bower as well
as Chuck Horton and Jim Robins who recently retired.
Thanks for all that you do and the time that you commit to
helping the office manage and maintain the Sunday and
Special Collections. If a person volunteered to do this job
just one time, you would never ever put crumpled up dollar

bills in the collection again. & We appreciate YOU!!

Palm Sunday; Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday with Procession:
St. T.: Sat., 4:30 pm, & Sun. 7:00 am & 10:30 am
St. Mary: Sun., 8:45 am
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper
6:30 pm at St. Mary  Adoration following
6:30 pm at St. Thomas Adoration following
Good Friday: The Passion of our Lord
3:00 pm at St. Mary & 6:30 pm at St. Thomas with
Stations of the Cross at 5:45 pm
Holy Saturday: Vigil of Easter
7:00 pm at St. Thomas
Easter Sunday:
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas

Easter Décor

Our beautiful Easter decorations are made possible
through your gifts to the Easter Décor Fund. If you’d
like to make a donation in the name of a loved one,
please place your gift in the collection basket in a plain
envelope marked “Easter Décor.” Please include a note
with names of those to be remembered. A prayer list
will be published. Please have your gift turned in by
March 30™ at Noon.

St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you

l%.\\ Please pray for the Sick: Lorraine Yager, Doug
\q‘)? Page, Eretria Vera Lou Cummins, Wesley
h‘ » Atkins, Janet Beavers, Steven Bierman, Chase
Zumbahlen, Emma Rose Probst, Dale Harris, Jim
Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki,
Carson French, Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma Kocher,
Randy Ochs, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare
facilities/Book of Requests.

Rest in Peace: Janet L. Kistner

Applications are now being accepted for the
Springfield Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
(SDCCW) 2026 High School Girl Graduate
Scholarship Program! Are you a practicing Catholic
girl who is graduating from the 12th grade? If you attend
a private or public school or are home schooled, you are
eligible to apply! The SDCCW is pleased to award a
$2,000 scholarship to 4 Catholic high school girls who
are graduating. Three required documents (application,
essay, and letter of recommendation) must be received
by April 15th and sent to Rita Devore, 1006 Shenandoah
Avenue, Effingham, IL 62401. In addition, the
application must be signed by your pastor. Copies may
be found in your parish office, OR online at dio.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/02/2026-SDCCW-H-S-Girl-
Scholarship-Letter-to-Graduate.pdf

For further questions, please call Rita Devore at 217-
821-7517. Thank you!

Mt. Calvary’s and St. Peters’ Cemeteries reminder:
Please no ground decorations during mowing season in
order to prevent issues with decorations being in the
path of the mower and causing problems. Also note that
decorations that have been on display for an extended
period of time will be cleaned up and removed. Thank

you for your assistance and cooperation!

St. Thomas Prom Mass
Saturday, April 25, at
4:00 pm
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LENTEN REGULATIONS:
1. ABSTINENCE - Everyone 14 years of age and over is
bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the
Fridays of Lent.
2. FAST - Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is
required to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
On these two days of fast and abstinence, only one full
meatless meal is permitted. Two other meatless meals,
sufficient to maintain strength may be taken according to
each person’s needs, but together these two should not
equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not
permitted, but liquids (including milk and fruit juices) are
allowed.
3. To disregard completely the law of fast and
abstinence is seriously sinful.

Soul Food by Fr. Tomy

“Joy is not the absence of suffering. It is the presence of
God.” — Pope Leo XIV

Today the Church interrupts the seriousness of Lent with
a beautiful word: Rejoice! This Fourth Sunday of Lent is
called Laetare Sunday. The entrance antiphon begins with
the words, “Rejoice, Jerusalem.” In the middle of this
penitential season, the Church invites us to taste already the
joy of Easter.

Why this joy in the middle of Lent? Because when we
return home to the Father, we rediscover who we truly are.
Throughout this Lenten journey we have been reflecting on
Returning Home to the Father. Today the Church reminds
us that the end of that journey is not sadness but joy — the
joy of being restored as God’s beloved children.

In the first reading, God sends Samuel to anoint a king
from the family of Jesse. One by one the strong and
impressive sons pass before the prophet. But God says
something surprising: “Do not judge by appearance... God
looks at the heart.” Finally, the youngest and least expected
son, David, is chosen. In the eyes of the world he seemed
insignificant, but in God’s eyes his heart was ready. This
reminds us of a beautiful truth: God does not look at
appearances; He looks at the heart.

The Gospel gives us the powerful story of the man born
blind. This miracle is not only about physical sight; it is
about spiritual sight. The blind man gradually discovers
who Jesus is — first a man, then a prophet, and finally the
Son of Man. His eyes are opened, but more importantly his
heart begins to see.

Meanwhile, the Pharisees remain blind. They believe
they see clearly, yet their pride prevents them from
recognizing the truth standing before them. This is the
paradox of the Gospel: those who think they see may
become blind, and those who know they are blind begin to
see.

St. Paul reminds us in the second reading: “You were
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light.”

This blindness also reflects our own lives. We carry
inner blindness — our sins, wounds, and prejudices.
Sometimes pride blinds us, sometimes anger blinds us, and

sometimes hurt blinds us. But the good news today is that
Jesus is the Light of the world. When His light enters our
hearts, the darkness slowly disappears.

This is why our daily reading of the Bible is so important
in this Lenten journey. The Word of God is like a lamp that
removes darkness from our hearts and leads us into God’s
light. When we read the Scriptures every day, our eyes
begin to open like the blind man in the Gospel. Slowly we
discover the truth expressed in today’s Psalm: “The Lord is
my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” When this truth
settles in our hearts, fear fades and a deep joy begins to
grow within us.

This is why the Church tells us today: Rejoice! Our joy
does not come from our merits. Like the blind man, we
come with our weakness; like the prodigal son, we come
with our brokenness. Yet the Father does something
extraordinary — He restores our dignity.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a beautiful moment
of this restoration. When we confess our sins, heaven
rejoices. God rejoices because His child has come home,
and we rejoice because the burden of sin is lifted from our
hearts. That is why on March 25th we will have our
Confession Night in the parish. It will be a special moment
of grace. The Father is waiting to embrace us.

Three simple suggestions for this week:

First, ask Jesus to heal your inner blindness. Spend a
few minutes each day in prayer saying, “Lord, help me to
see.”

Second, continue faithfully your daily Bible reading
during this Lent. Allow the Word of God to illuminate your
mind and heart. The more we read the Scriptures, the more
the darkness within us disappears and the light of Christ
begins to guide our life.

Third, bring your darkness to the Lord in Confession on
March 25th. Do not be afraid. The Father is waiting to
restore your joy. And also try to be a light for someone else
— forgive someone, encourage someone, or help someone
who is struggling.

When we return home to the Father, darkness becomes
light, fear gives way to hope, and our hearts learn again how
to rejoice.

Join St. Thomas and St. Mary at St. Thomas Church

on March 25th for a night of Reconciliation!
The evening begins at 5:30pm with a presentation on the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed by Adoration.
During Adoration, 15 priests (Yes, fifteen!) will be
available to hear Confession. To help break the fear and
anxiety that many have towards the Sacrament, we're
taking you outside of the church and into the open! For this
event, we want to take you out of the confessional and
encounter the mercy of the Sacrament of Reconciliation as
it is: visible, unashamed, open and accessible to everyone.

St. Thomas and St. Mary invites you to renew your
commitment to Christ, reconcile with our Father and
rejoice in His love and mercy on March 25th. We can't
wait to see you there!




March 14-March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Lent

RENEW
RECONCILE
REJOICE

St. Mary of the Assumption
112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459
Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of March 15, 2026

Envelopes/Online giving $  1,290.00
Loose 174.00
Sub Total $ 1,464.00
Catholic Charities 90.00
Improvement Fund 20.00
Total $ 1,574.00

Ministers for Holy Week — April 2nd — 5th
Needed volunteers for ministries, please let Denisse in
the parish office know as soon as possible. We will need
ushers, servers, lectors, gift bearers & eucharistic
minister for all services.

Palm Sunday — 8:45 a.m.
Holy Thursday — 6:30 pm
Good Friday — 3:00 pm
Easter Sunday — 8:30 a.m.

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — March 22, 2026
Ushers: Bob Barthelme, Jacob Kaufmann
Jake Semple
Servers: Daniel Uebinger, Gavin Semple,
Logan Uebinger
Lectors: Ron Zwilling/Becca Ochs
Gift Bearers: Bruce Boehl Family
E Ms Elaine Zwilling, Lora Semple, Rose Gangloff

St Mary’s Cemetery — Annual meeting to be held on
Tuesday, March 17" at 6:30 p.m.

Rest in peace — Janet Kistner, mother of Lisa Ochs, may
the perpetual light shine upon her. Keep the Kistner
family in our prayers for comfort and peace.

This Week in our Parish

Monday, March 16", Lenten Weekday
Tuesday, March 17, Saint Patrick

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: Mary Harris+)
Wednesday, March 18%, St Cyril

6:15 pm — PSR — Stations of the Cross
Thursday, March 19%, St Joseph

5:00 p.m. - Rosary

5:30 p.m. Mass (Int: Thomas, Serena &

Leonard Kaufmann+)

6:30 p.m. — Pastoral Council Meeting
Friday, March 20™, Lenten Weekday
Saturday, March 21%, Lenten Weekday
Sunday, March 22nd, Fifth Sunday of Lent

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Gary Griffith+)

Easter Flower Memorial — Please have donation in by
March 31, so they can be published in the Easter
weekend bulletin.

I Returning Home to the Father
A Night of Reconciliation
I St Thomas the Apostle Church — Newton

I March 25, 2026

5:30pm — 8pm
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Area Events
March 14 — PreCana Session — St Mary’s Parish
Center — 8:30 am
March 19 — Pastoral Council Meeting — 6:30 pm
March 23 — St Mary/St Thomas Pastoral Council
meeting at St Thomas — 6pm
March 24 — Picnic Committee Meeting — 7:00 pm
March 25 — A Night of Reconciliation —

St Thomas the Apostle Church —5:30 pm — 8 pm




