
April 26-27, 2025 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
April 19-20, 2025 Collection 

Envelopes                                               $         8,826.50 
Loose                                                      $           932.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       9,758.50 
School Fund                                            $              355.00 
Building Fund                                       $          160.00 
Holy Land                                               $       1,558.00  
Seminarians                                            $          910.00 
Easter                                                      $       6,581.00  
                  Subtotal                               $      9,564.00                    

                  Grand Total                        $     19,322.50 

 
St. Thomas Church March Tithe 
March Tithe Income – $39,950.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $3,995.00 
 

This Week in Our Parish 
Monday, April 28, St. Peter Chanel;  
                                     St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 
 11:00 am Bob Helregel Funeral at St. Mary 
 

Tuesday, April 29, St. Catherine of Sienna 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Wednesday, April 30, St. Pius V    
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Stephen Woolery) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group  
 6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary; Last St. Thomas CYO –  
                                            (Meeting at Parklanes)    

Thursday, May 1, St. Joseph the Worker;  
                                                  National Day of Prayer  
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Friday, May 2, St. Athanasius; Friendship Day;    
Home Visits 

  8:30 am All-School Mass/May Crowning 
                                              (Int. Hope Therese Probst) 
  Adoration following May Crowning until Noon 
Sat., May 3, Sts. Philip and James; First Saturday 
  7:30 am Adoration, Confession at St. Mary’s 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Connie Griffith) 
 

Sunday, May 4, Third Sunday of Easter 
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas  
                         (Int. Chuck, Evelyn & Patty McCreery) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  

 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: Acts 4:23-31                         Jn 3:1-8       
Tues.: Acts 4:32-37                                     Jn 3:7b-15               
Weds.:Acts 5:17-26                                       Jn 3:16-21 

Th.:             Acts 5:27-33                                      Jn 3:31-36 
Fri.:    Acts 5:34-42                                        Jn 6:1-15 
Sat.:    1 Cor 15:1-8                                       Jn 14:6-14 
Sun.:   Acts 5:27-32,40b-41    Rv 5:11-14    Jn 21:1-19 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
 

Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR  by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule. 
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.   
 

Ultreya Mass celebrating the DeColores Community 
April 25, 2025 - St. Thomas Church - 7:00 pm 
Confessions 6:30 pm; Reception following Mass 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, May 3 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Lori Rauch 
EM: Wade Ochs, Glenda Spiker, Ramon Kocher,  
        Mark Bolander 
Servers: Emmalin Finley & Brooks Hermann 
Gift Bearers: Patrick Finley Family 
Musicians: Nichole Mulvey & Kaitlyn Ochs 
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler 

Sunday, May 4 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Caroline Frohning 
EM: Theresa Volk, Jill/Gus Bierman, Becky Shamhart 
Servers: Hannah Phillips & Avery Shamhart 
Gift Bearers: Craig Shamhart Family 
Musicians: Five for the One 
Greeters/Ushers: Brian Brummer 

Sunday, May 4 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Renee Gier 
EM: Jason/Jenny/Nick Bierman, Charlie Schackmann 
Servers: Audrey Beals & Josie Vogt 
Gift Bearers: Nathan Earnest Family 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anne Kuhl 
Greeters/Ushers: Justin Probst 
 

The Family of Rosemary Bergbower appreciates the 
kind words, cards, and delicious food that all of you 
shared with us during the passing of our mother.  A 
special thank you to the St. Thomas Angels and ladies 
of the Parish for the desserts served at the meal.  We also 
want to thank Tammy and Debbie for the beautiful 
music, Crain Funeral Home for their guidance and 
support and Fr. Pawel for the special funeral Mass as we 
laid mom to rest.  We greatly appreciate every act of 
kindness that has been given to us! 
 

A Special Thank you!  Everyone that participated in 
any way in the Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
celebrations is greatly appreciated!!  There are so many 
moving parts that come together to make the holiest 
week of our church year prayerful and welcoming!  
Thank you to everyone whether decorating, singing, 
making sure the handicapped door worked, 
emptying/filling the baptismal font, and/or participating 
in a ministry.  The church looked beautiful and was 
filled with all the joy that Easter brings. So thankful for 
this faith community that is our parish family! 
 

What is the feast of Divine Mercy about? The 
institution of the feast was inspired by a desire of Jesus 
which was conveyed by Sister Faustina. The Lord Jesus 
told her: “I want the first Sunday after Easter to be the 
Feast of Mercy” (Diary 299). “I want the Feast of Mercy 
to be a refuge and sanctuary for all souls, and especially 
for poor sinners. 

Congratulations to the Candidates and 
Catechumens who were recently baptized, 

confirmed and received their First Holy 
Communion at the Easter Vigil! 

 

As a parish family, let us continue to walk beside 
them and be a source of encouragement and support.  
May we all be a source of light for each other! 
 

Catechumens: Aaron Helm, Simon Helm, Sutton 
Helm, Bryar Marlow 
Candidates:  Katie Helm, Katelyn Larson, Will May 
TBD: Congratulations to the Creadore’s for the new 
addition to their family, Cash!  Matthew, Lea, Colin and 
Cash Creadore will participate in fulfilling their 
Sacraments at a later date. 

 

Welcome Mrs. Kelsey (Bloomberg) Millsap.  St. 
Thomas has hired Mrs. Kelsey (Bloomberg) Millsap for 
the 1st grade position for next year.  She will be 
stepping in for Mrs. Pitcher on her retirement.  She and 
Ryan have 3 beautiful daughters and live in 
Newton.  She will make a wonderful addition to our 
already exemplary group of teachers! 
 

We are very excited and honored to have her join our 
school and parish family. 
 

Please keep her in your prayers as she and her family 
make this transition. 

 

St. Thomas CYO Upcoming Schedule: 
Meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm  

 
 

April 30th – Bowling/Pizza at Parklanes – Meeting at  
                     Parklanes at 6:30 pm 
 

As we start to wrap up another faith-filled year of CYO, 
Jenny and Linda want to thank this amazing group of 
young adults!  They keep God at the center of all they do, 
and Jenny and Linda are grateful to be even just a little part 
of their faith formation.   

 

Congratulations to our CYO Seniors! 
Nick Bierman, Weston Bierman, Cameron Davis, Drew 
Earnest, Alex Fritchley, Zach Fritchley, Caroline 
Frohning, Mallory Ochs, Jackson Sornberger, and Elias 
Weber 

Keep spreading the Good News! 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

 

Please pray for the Sick: 
Belinda Kuvicki, Carson French, Matilda 
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst, Donna 
Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer, Jim and 

Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney 
Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in 
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.   
Rest in Peace:  Bob Helregel 
 

 

The Next Book Discussion…TBD.  Thanks to all who 
have participated in our recent book discussions.  The 
discussions have been very inspiring and encouraging!  
So much so that the next book discussion is already in 
the works…details coming soon! Looking forward to 
sharing the next book with you! 

 

Jasper County Honey Do Ministries is making plans 
for the 2025 work week. The 2025 work week will be 
July 14-18.  It is not too early to start making plans to 
help. If you feel like you could benefit from the services 
provided during this week, applications are available in 
the parish offices and need to be returned to Quincy 
Vanderhoof by June 1.  Contact your parish office to 
learn more about how you can help including assisting 
with the breakfast that we will provide for volunteers 
that Wednesday morning on July 16. 
 

OCIA: New Sessions Starting Soon!  If you have been 
coming to Mass for a while, but are 
not Catholic, we invite you to look 
deeper into the Catholic 
faith.  Come meet some of our 
faithful Catholics who love the Lord 

and would consider it a privilege to get to know 
you.  Our parish will soon begin a set of sessions to 
share the truth of our Catholic faith and the fellowship 
of our church family.  Contact our Parish Office at 618-
783-8741.  We are waiting for YOU. 
 

Coming Soon On FORMED 
Radiating Joy: The Michelle Duppong Story 

Coming to Formed in May. 
In 2014, Michelle was unexpectedly diagnosed with 
cancer while serving as the Director of Adult Faith 
Formation for the Diocese of Bismarck. Before that, 
Duppong had served as a FOCUS missionary for six 
years. She battled the disease with perseverance and a 
docile spirit until December 25, 2015, when she passed 
away at the age of 31. On November 1st, 2022, Bishop 
David Kagan celebrated the Opening Mass for the 
Cause of Canonization. 

A Message from Fr. Pawel 
Dear parishioners, with deep sorrow, we say our 
farewell to our Holy Father, Pope Francis. I ask all 
parishioners to prayer for the repose of his soul, 
entrusting him to God's infinite mercy. Let us also pray 
for the College of Cardinals as they discern and elect the 
next Vicar of Christ (pope) to shepherd the Church on 
earth. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen. 

Also, it is with gratitude in my heart that I would like to 
extend my thanks to Debbie Matson and Anne Ochs for 
their faithful leadership of our OCIA team. Through 
their dedication, guidance, witness and testimony, they 
have helped prepare our catechumens for the sacred 
celebration of Baptism and full initiation into the 
Church this Easter season. I am deeply grateful for the 
time, love, and prayer they have poured into this 
ministry. May God bless them abundantly for their 
service! Without their help our Easter Vigil celebration 
would not have gone so smoothly. I would like to 
encourage everyone to be involved in the formation of 
our catechumens next season. It is a great opportunity to 
learn something about the Catholic faith and give 
testimony to those who want to become members of the 
Catholic Church. 
 

Centennial Campaign Announcement 
Representatives from the St. Thomas Pastoral and 
Finance Councils will be speaking at each Mass next 
weekend to give an update on how our parish is moving 
forward with the Centennial Campaign. Thank you to 
the following parish representatives for sharing this 
update and helpful information with our parishioners: 
4:30pm:  Lori TeVault and Chris Rauch 
7:00 am: Theresa Volk, Becky Shamhart and  
                Mark Hartrich 
10:00 am:  Mike Gier and Dennis Weber 
 

Carlo Acutis (3 May 1991 – 12 October 2006) was a 
British-born Italian teenager known for his devotion to 
the Eucharist, which became a core theme of his life 
prior to his death from leukemia at the age of 15 in 2006. 
In 2013, a cause for his canonization was opened. He 
was beatified by Pope Francis on 10 October 2020. 
After a second miracle attributed to the intercession of 
Acutis was confirmed in May 2024, Pope Francis 
granted approval in July 2024 to continue forward 
with canonization, which was originally scheduled for 
27 April 2025, but since the death of Pope Francis on 21 
April 2025, his canonization will be postponed and will 
be declared by Pope Francis' successor.  Many 
resources are available especially on FORMED to learn 
more about this first Millennial Saint. 



April 26-27, 2025 
Divine Mercy Sunday  

 
St. Mary of the Assumption  

 

 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68  
     Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459    Tel:  618-455-3155 

         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  
                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 

 First Saturday of the Month 
7:30am–8:15am Eucharistic Adoration/Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
 

Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request and 
     Available at St. Thomas Church 8-9 am Saturday 
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, April 28th, St Peter Chanel 
   9:00 – 10:30 a.m. – Visitation – Bob Helregel 
   11:00 a.m. – Funeral – Bob Helregel 
Tuesday, April 29th, St Catherine of Siena 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Donald Herdes+) 
Wednesday, April 30th, Saint Pius V 
     6:30 p.m.  – PSR – Last Class 
Thursday, May 1st, St Joseph the Worker 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary  
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Eugene & Maxine Hartrich+) 
    Home Visits 
Friday, May 2nd, Saint Athanasius 
Saturday, May 3rd, Saints Philip & James 
    7:15 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. – Adoration & Reconciliation 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: For the Parish) 
Sunday, May 4th, Third Sunday of Easter 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Alan Ochs+) 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of April 20, 2025 
Envelopes                                 $   1,045.00 
Loose                                               825.00 
                    Sub Total            $    1,870.00 
Good Friday                                      220.00 
Rice Bowl                                          315.00 
Haiti                                                     55.00 
Seminary                                           175.00 
Easter Collection                            1,115.00 

                                        Total           $    3,750.00 
St Mary’s Church Tithe 

March Tithe Income $17,754.00 
10% Tithe to Springfield - $1,774.00  

 

           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – May 4, 2025 
Ushers:  John Uebinger, Kelby Ochs, Ben Ochs 
Servers: Charlee Hartrich/ Alivia Hartrich 
Lectors: Brianna Zwilling/ Ashtyn Ochs 
Gift Bearers: Bruce Boehl Family 
Eucharistic Ministers: Norman Boehl, Rose Gangloff 
Tony Hartrich 
 

Many Thanks – To the many volunteers for the 
ministries during Holy Week, to the worship 
committee for making the environment so beautiful for 
the Easter celebration.  To the youth choir for the 
wonderful music on Easter morning.  To all who 
helped with Holy Week your sharing of your time and 
talent where greatly appreciated!  
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive was held on 
Monday, April 21st at St Mary’s Parish center, thank 
you to all the donors, 26 units where collected. Thank 
you to Hartrich Meats and Prairie Farms.  To the 
helpers for the day, you are greatly appreciated.  Next 
blood drive – June 16th.   
 

Mother’s Day Breakfast  
American Legion Post #932 

Sainte Marie, IL 
Sunday, May 11, 2025  
Serving 7a.m. – Noon 

Menu – Whole Hog Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, 
Biscuits & Gravy, coffee, milk & Juice. 

Treat Mom to a great breakfast!  
 

Events 
4/27/25 – Ste Marie Area History – 2pm to be held at    
the Ste Marie American Legions Post 932 
5/11/25 – American Legion – Mother’s Day 
Breakfast – serving 7am – Noon 
6/1/25 – Graduation Breakfast – St Mary’s Parish 
Center – after 8:30 a.m. mass. More info to come.  


