December 6-7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:
St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
November 29-30, 2025 Collection

Envelopes $  4,963.00
Loose $ 705.00
Subtotal $ 5,668.00
School Fund $ 1,210.00
Centennial Campaign $ 255.00
Thanksgiving $  1,240.00
Other $ 340.00
Subtotal $  3.045.00
Grand Total $ 8,713.00

St. Thomas Church September Tithe
September Tithe Income — $48,980.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $4,898.00

This Week in Our Parish

Monday, December 8, The Immaculate Conception
8:30 am All-School Mass at St. Thomas
6:30 pm Mass at St. Mary

Tues., December 9, St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Wednesday, December 10, Our Lady of Loreto

8:30 am Class Mass (Int. Charles/Mary Evelyn Dhom)
9:00 am Rosary Group

5:30 pm Youth Choir

6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary/NO CYO at St. Thomas
7:00 pm School Christmas Concert

Thursday, December 11, St. Damasus 1
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
1:45 pm Student Reconciliation Service

3:00 pm — finished Reconciliation Service at St. T.
6:30 pm Reconciliation Service at St. M.

Friday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am All-School Mass (Int. Walter and Leatha Urfer)

Saturday, December 13, St. Lucy

8:00 -9:00 am Reconciliation

3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation

4:30 pm Mass @ St. Thomas (Int. Menke/Leahy Families)

Sunday, December 14, Gaudate Sunday

7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Sterwerf/Massie Families)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

9:30 am Rosary

10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas

11:15 am OCIA

This Week’s Scripture Readings:
Mon.: Gn: 3:9-15,20 Eph 1:3-6,11-12 Lk 1:26-38

Tues.: Is 40:1-11 Mt 18:12-14
Weds.:Is 40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30
Th.: Is41:13-20 Mt 11:11-15
Fri.: Zec2:14-17 Lk 1:26-38
Sat.: Sir48:1-49-11 Mt 17:9a,10-13
Sun.: Is35:1-6a,10 Jas 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment

Father Pawel’s Address: For those who would like to
send greetings for Christmas or just a note:

Fr Pawel Luczak, Sikorskiego, 53" Street,
05-250 Radzymin, Poland




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule

Saturday, December 13 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Lynn Wilson
EM: Matt/Amanda Baltzell, Lori TeVault, Alice Addis
Servers: Megan Farley, Emily Beals, Lillian Green
Gift Bearers: Evan Batlzell
Musicians: Tammy Page & Elise Wright
Greeters/Ushers: Brad Ochs

Sunday, December 14 @ 7:00 am
Lector: Mark Vahling
EM: Janet Vahling, Gerald/Denisse Ochs,

Nikki Earnest
Servers: Caleb/Emalee Kister, Audrey Earnest
Gift Bearers: Brian Brummer Family
Musicians: Jeff Finley & Lucy Bierman
Greeters/Ushers: Chris Bierman

Sunday, December 14 @ 10:00 am
Lector: Brian Bierman
EM: Renee/Dylan Gier, Jason Bierman, Dee Bower
Servers: Levi/Blake Gier, Logan Vogt
Gift Bearers: Mike Gier Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Anna Bierman
Greeters/Ushers: Mike Geier

St. Thomas Advent
Giving Tree '

This Advent St. Thomas Parish will be e
collecting monetary donations and gas eSS

cards to support the parish’s assistance efforts. Since
the beginning of the fiscal year, St. Thomas has
provided $1,153.37 in assistance to those who needed
help with utilities, rent, shelter, groceries, transportation
and gas (please know that assistance is only provided
after talking/meeting with the individual and then

financial support is sent directly to the utility company,
landlord, etc.)

This Advent, we ask that you support our assistance
efforts by participating in our Advent Giving Tree. A
basket of the different options for giving will be
provided, and we invite you to take a slip of paper that
best describes how you can help. Then be sure to hang
an ornament on the tree. Each ornament that we place
on our tree will represent someone who we will be able
to help.

Thank you for helping us lend a helping hand to our
brothers and sisters in need.

St. Thomas CYO
Meeting weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm
Dec. 10 - church will be open for prayer
Dec. 17- Night of Service/Christmas Party
Dec. 24- Jan. 6 — No CYO — Enjoy Christmas Break

Special Notes of Thanks!

Thank you, Craig Hartrich, for putting glass panels in
the door of the reconciliation room. That has been a
project long awaited, and we greatly appreciate you for
taking care of that for our parish! The door looks like it
came straight from the factory. Thanks for sharing your
craftsmanship with us!

Thank you, Becky Parker, for making the chalice palls
that we are currently using during the season of Advent.
They are beautiful! Thanks for sharing your talents with
us!!

Thank you, Ramon Kocher, for recently replacing a
broken floor tile, and for everything that you do to help
us maintain our church building!

Thank you, Denisse Ochs, for washing and pressing all
of the cloths that we use during our liturgy. What a
special ministry!

So grateful and blessed to have so many more to
thank for all that you do!

Congratulations to all our St. Thomas students who
are preparing for their Confirmation/First Holy
Communion. Please keep the following in your prayers
as they participate in the Sacraments of Confirmation
and First Holy Communion at the Cathedral on
December 6:

Joe Bower, Colin Creadore, Anna Esker, Maura
Finley, Warren Hartigan, Mitchell Kistner, Caroline
Kocher, Hank Matherly, Drew Mette, Ben Miller,
Kennadi Ochs, Noah Probst, Elanor Roberts, Allison
Volk, Frankie Weber, Lucy Weber, Nolan Woods

St. Thomas is Caroling! Dust off
% those jingle bells and warm up those
beautiful voices. @ On Thursday,
December 18, please meet in the St.
Thomas Church gathering space between 5:30-5:45pm.
All are welcome and festive wear is encouraged.
Children need to be accompanied by an adult. Contact
Julie at 618-553-9072 to learn more. Looking forward
to spreading some Christmas cheer!

St. Thomas Advent/Christmas Décor. If you would
like to contribute in memory of a deceased loved one,
please put your name(s) & contribution in an envelope

marked “décor.” We will publish a prayer sheet that can
be used during this Christmas Season. Please have all
names submitted to the Parish Office by Dec. 18.




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you

l\%\\ Please pray for the Sick: Janet Beavers, Steven
\._ Bierman, Chase Zumbahlen, Emma Rose Probst,
& » Dale Harris, Jim Beauchamp, Naomi
Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma
Kocher, Randy Ochs, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare
facilities/Book of Requests.

Soul Food

By Fr. Tomy
Dear Brothers and Sisters, On this Second Sunday of Advent,
we encounter the powerful figure of John the Baptist, whose
timeless cry still reaches us: “Repent, for the Kingdom of
God is at hand.” Far from being a harsh command, this call
to repentance is actually a joyful announcement. John is
telling us that God’s kingdom is near—so near that we can
already taste its beauty if our hearts are open. Jesus Himself
repeated this message throughout Matthew’s Gospel because
conversion is the doorway into the joy of God’s Kingdom.

The Scriptures use the word Metanoia to describe
repentance. It does not mean feeling guilty but choosing to
think and act differently—turning away from sin and turning
our hearts toward the love of God. John the Baptist teaches
us that true conversion has two movements. First is
detachment from sin and worldliness: letting go of the
idols that mislead us—success at all costs, power over the
weak, the thirst for wealth, and pleasures that leave the heart
empty. Second is seeking God and His Kingdom, making
room for the tender and merciful God who desires to draw
near to us.

Conversion, however, is not something we achieve by our
own strength. It is a grace. We can only pray, “Lord, convert
me,” and allow the Good Shepherd to take us by the hand.
Yet we all know the struggle: we begin well, then fall back.
Pope Francis warns us not to remain trapped in
discouragement, for that is spiritual quicksand. Instead, take
one small step, ask for grace, and keep walking. Advent is
precisely this season of beginning again—Iletting God come
close so that our thoughts and actions may slowly be
transformed.

One of the clearest signs of true conversion is the way we
build justice and peace. Advent invites us not only to
prepare our hearts but also to prepare our world for Christ’s
coming. Isaiah presents a vision where the poor are defended,
the vulnerable protected, and peace flows like a river. This
vision begins with us; every act of fairness, every refusal to
react harshly, every moment of patience or dignity offered to
others becomes a small Bethlehem where Christ can be born
again. The Psalm proclaims that justice and peace shall
flourish—justice rooted not in revenge, but in the mercy of
the Cross; peace flowing not from avoiding conflict, but from
healing wounds and sowing hope. Peace is the Christian’s
trademark, the message sung at Jesus’ birth, proclaimed in
the Beatitudes, and spoken by the risen Christ.

So How Do We Prepare? Three Practical Steps for

Individuals and Families

1)Make a conscious decision each day for Metanoia.
Every morning, pray: “Lord, help me think and act
differently today.” Choose one step forward—patience,
forgiveness, honesty, and kindness.

2)Create peace in your home.
Before Christmas, remove all grudges. Reconcile with one
family member, if you have. Reconcile with a neighbor, if
you have. Reconcile with a colleague or a co-worker, if you
have. Make your home a place where peace is practiced, not
just spoken.

3)Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
John the Baptist cries: “Prepare the way of the Lord!” The
best way is through confession. This Thursday is our Day of
Reconciliation—come and experience God’s mercy. Let His
tenderness wash away fear and guilt.
Dear friends, Advent is the season of joyful conversion. The
Kingdom of God is near. Let us open our hearts, take one step
each day, and allow the Lord to lead us into justice, peace,
and deeper love. Amen.

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Vigil, Sunday, December 7
6:00 pm Mass @ St. Thomas

Holy Day, Monday, December 8
8:30 am All-School Mass (@ St. Thomas
6:30 pm at St. Mary, Ste. Marie

Please sign up for St. Thomas Ministries online at
MSP or contact the parish office. Thanks!!

Joint Parish Advent Reconciliation Services
Thursday, December 11t
St. Thomas:
1:45 pm — finished:St. Thomas School & Parishioners
welcome. Please let all students/staff go first.

3:00-5:00 pm — All are welcome
St. Mary: 6:30 pm — All are welcome

2025 Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24
5:00 pm Mass (@ St. Thomas (Youth Choir)
7:00 pm Mass @ St. Mary’s
11:00 pm (@ St. Thomas (Five for the One)

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25
8:30 am Mass @ St. Thomas
New Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31
6:00 pm Mass @ St. Thomas
New Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1
8:30 am Mass @ St. Mary
10:00 am Mass @ St. Thomas
Please sign up for St. Thomas Ministries online at
MSP or contact the parish office. Thanks!!




December 6-7, 2025 St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures

Second Sunday of Collection for the week of November 27-30 2025
Advent Envelopes/Online giving $ 675.00
Loose 479.00
Sub Total $ 1,154.00
Campaign Justice & Hope 30.00
St. Mary of the Assumption Thanksgiving 620.00
Total $ 1,804.00

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459
Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org

Thanks to all who contributed to the 2™ Collection on
Thanksgiving, we sent $370.00 to the Jasper County
Ministerial Association to help with the Christmas Food

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak Distribution.
(en?ail/text.: r.evpl.stthomas@ gmai.l ..Com) T el D M e e (L TG
e Admmlsmlwr: - Tomy Philip Ushers: Marvin Zwilling, John Uebinger, Paul
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) —Kaufmann

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

Servers: Max Ochs/Alivia Hartrich/Charlotte Hartrich
Lectors: Rose Gangloff/ Ethan Zwilling

Gift Bearers: Ron & Nancy Zwilling

E Ms Tony Hartrich, Janet Hartrich, Ben Ochs

. Advent Prayer — 2nd week of Advent — Heavenly

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday | Father, as we light the second Advent candle of peace,

First Saturday of the Month ' we ask that your peace fill our hearts and our world.

7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration ' Help us to be peacemakers in our relationships and

& Reconciliation communities. Clear out all that is not from you, so that

8:30 am — Holy Mass your Holy Spirit can fill us with hope and peace. In
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request Jesus name, we pray. Amen

This Week in our Parish Second Collection — As you have read in the bulletin,
Monday, December 8, The Immaculate there is a charitable fund being started at St Thomas to
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary hqlp j[hose in our county Who need‘assist.ance with rent,
6:30 p.m. — Mass (Int: Chris Kistner+) utilities, gas and food. This collection will help those in
Tuesday, December 9t Advent Weekday need. The recipients do not receive cash and also must
8:00 a.m. — Rosary meet with Linda/Father before they are given assistance.
8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: Paul & Rosemary Mullinax+) This will be taken up on December 14 at mass.
Wednesday, December 10", Our Lady of Loreto — — - —
6:30 p.m. — PSR Pastoral Council member needed — Wondering what
Thursday, December 11, St Damasus I you can do to be a part of the parish we need a new
8:30 a.m. - Mass (Int: Sam ‘?‘_Llflda Zube.r+) I member on our council. Meetings are held every other I
6:30 p.m. — Advent Reconciliation Service month. Join our group to help with the decisions to be

Friday, December 12, Our Landy of Guadalupe

Saturday, December 13™, St Lucy

Sunday, December 14", Third Sunday of Advent I
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: For the Parish+) | | — 0 o o f o f e e e e e o — -

made for your church. An awesome way to give to the I
family of St Mary’s!!
| | |

I Congratulation — To the 3™ graders of our parish who !

! made their Confirmation and First Holy Communion
| this past Saturday — Kennadi Ochs
Elanor Roberts

Immaculate Conception Mass
Monday, December 8™ at 6:30 p.m.

Advent Reconciliation Service Logan Uebinger

1
|
1
December 111 at 6:30 p.m. — Fr Tomy will be joined ! Jackson Zumbahlen
by Fr Dean & Fr Mike Rosa. | _pray for them as they continue their journey of faith.

I
1
I
1
Halle Schackmann |
1
I
1
|




