October 4-5, 2025

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church

404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742
E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak

(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

This Week in Qur Parish
Mon., Oct. 6, St. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher
6:30 pm Angels Meeting in parish center
6:30 pm Gospel of Mark Bible Study at St. Mary
Tuesday, October 7, Our Lady of the Rosary
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Weds., October 8, Weekday

8:30 am Class Mass (Int. Gloria Ochs)

9:00 am Rosary Group

5:30 pm Youth Choir

6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary’s /CYO at St. Thomas

Thursday, October 9, St. Denis; St. John Leonardi
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Friday, October 10, Weekday; Homecoming
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am All-School Mass (Oliver Emmerich)
Saturday, October 11, St. John XXIII
8:00 am — 9:00 am Reconciliation
Bierman/Larson Wedding
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation

4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas
(Int. Liv & Dec of Rita Schafer Family)
Sunday, October 12, 28" Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas
(Int. Joe/Eunice Schackmann)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas
11:15 am OCIA
4:00 pm St. Thomas Annual Picnic

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:

St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith

306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517 This Week’s Scripture Readings:
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224 Mon.: Jon 1:1-2:2, 11 Lk 10:25-37
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com Tues.: Jon 3:1-10 Lk 10:38-42
Website: www.stthomassaints.com Weds.:Jon 4:1-11 Lk11:1-4
THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING Th.: Mal 3:13-20b Lk 11:5-13
September 27-28, 2025 Collection Fri.: J11:13-15;2:1-2 Lk 11:15-26
Sat.: J14:12-21 Lk 11:27-28
Envelopes $§ 5871.00 Sun.: 2Kgs5:14-17  2Tm2:8-13 Lk 17:11-19
Loose $ 310.00
Subtotal $  6,181.00 OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
School Fund $ 1,450.00 Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
Church in Africa $ 60.00 for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
Centennial Campaign $ 380.00 at St. Thomas OR by appointment
Gaza Second Collection $ 1,330.00
Subtotal $ 3.220.00 St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule.
Grand Total $  9,401.00 February 1, June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by
St. Thomas Church August Tithe appointment if needed. Classes will be held in the choir
August Tithe Income — $43,200.00 area. Contact the parish office at 618-783-8741 to
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $4,320.00 register or schedule an appointment.
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St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule m
Saturday, October 11 @ 4:30 pm ‘
Lector: Aubrey Bergbower
EM: Ramon Kocher, Mark Bolander, Lori TeVault, ‘
Lori Rauch
Servers: Bailey/Kyle Meinhart, Jack Schumacher ‘
Gift Bearers: Brad Ochs Family
Musicians: Tammy Page & Mallory Bolander ‘
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster
Sunday, October 12 @ 7:00 am ‘
ector: Nikki Bierman
M: Mark/Janet Vahling, Nikki Earnest, Denisse Ochs
ervers: Audrey Earnest, Micah Finley,
Emma Hartrich ‘l
Gift Bearers: Gerald & Denisse Ochs
Musicians: Jeff Finley & Lucy Bierman ‘l
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long
Sunday, October 12 @ 10:00 am ‘l

v o

ector: Mike Geier
M: Helen, Leo, Adam Weber, Charlie Schackmann
ervers: Claire Schackmann, Pete Weber,

Maura Weber
Gift Bearers: Mike Gier Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Jennelle Hinterscher
Greeters/Ushers: Jacob Jahraus

v o
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Happy Birthday, Lena Richardson! Lena will
celebrate her 96" birthday on September 30". Birthday
wishes can be sent to 14249 E. 1000™ Ave., Newton, IL
62448. Thanks for helping her celebrate!

St. Thomas CYO - #nodoubt
Meeting weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

Oct. 8 — Begin Biblical Walk Through the Mass —
What is Mass?

Oct. 12 —Annual Harvest Picnic — Games
Don’t forget your cookies!

Oct. 15 — St. John Paul II; The Introductory Rites

Oct. 22 — Celebrating Our Lady of the Rosary — Rosary

Procession
Oct. 29 — Night of Service

Supporting Those in Need! The need for assistance in
our local community is real. Assistance with utilities,
rent, gas, etc. is a request we receive often. Be watching
for opportunities in the near future to support an
assistance fund at St. Thomas. Details coming soon!

O Mary, gentle and humble of heart, remember us when
we are in sin. You know that all men sin. Give us, by
means of your Immaculate Heart, spiritual health. Let us
always see the goodness of your motherly heart and may
we be converted by means of the flame of your heart.

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember
Oct. 6 — Cross Country at LEIC Robinson

Oct. 9 — 6:00 pm Girls Bball @ Newton vs. Red Hill

Oct. 10 — End of 1% Qtr; Homecoming with dismissal
at 1:00 pm; Parade at 2:30 pm

St. Thomas
15™ Annual Harvest Picnic
October 12, 2025

St. Thomas Picnic Worker’s List
available in the gathering space for sign-up. Thanks for
helping!

Game Prizes Wanted! CYO is asking for donations
of individual chip bags and candy and Juice Pouch
drinks for the games that they are providing for the
picnic. CYO members will be asked to provide 1 dozen
cookies that are packaged with 2 cookies per zip lock
baggie. THANKS!

Quilt Raffle: Please visit the gathering space of church
to see the two beautiful quilts that will be raffled off at
this year’s picnic. Tickets are $5.00 each or $20.00 for
5 tickets. Tickets are available in the church office, will
be available at the picnic and after Masses when
scheduled. Thanks to Lori TeVault for donating the
quilts this year and for sharing her talents with us!

Basket Raffle: Time to get your creative minds
flowing! We are asking once again to donate theme
baskets for the Harvest Picnic. Everyone is encouraged
to put together a basket including businesses that would
like to promote the services that they offer. Suggested
value is $50 and up. Families could combine to make
one even bigger ©. Need ideas? Call or text Dee Bower
618-553-4326. Thanks to all for making this one of the
most successful stands at the picnic!!

Desserts Wanted. Parishioners are asked to bring
desserts for the Chicken dinner. We would like to offer
a dessert option for those enjoying our meal. <

Raffle Tickets are available in the Church foyer.
10% of proceeds benefit the Family Life Center —

Newton

BYOB
Catholic Heart Work Camp
(CHWC). It is time to start planning
next summer’s CHWC. If you are
interested in participating, please

contact our parish offices. Campers
will be headed to Kansas City, KS the week of July
5-11. Our parishes will be traveling again with Holy
Cross, Wendelin. Reserve your spot ASAP!




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

Please pray for the Sick: Steven Bierman,
\9 Florent Ochs, Chase Zumbahlen, Emma Rose

Probst, Dale Harris, Charles Sroka, Jim
Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki,
Carson French, Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, Carol
Schafer, Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica
Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.

Rest in Peace: Kevin Beavers

Newton Square Respect Life Sunday Life Chain
Sunday, October 5, 2025
1:30 pm — Prayer Service;
2:00 pm — 3:00 pm Life Chain around square

Respect Life Sunday
Life Chain 2025 on Sunday, October 5
Sacred Heart Parish Center, Effingham, IL
1:30 pm — Prayer Service
2-3 pm Life Chain on Keller Drive

Mark Your Calendars
Wednesday, October 22 @ 6:30 pm
Our Lady of the Rosary Procession and Devotion
Starting and concluding at St. Thomas Church
Everyone welcome!
Be sure to bring any special Marian items to carry with
you during the procession as we honor Mary.
More information to follow

Spiritual Adoption of a Seminarian
National Vocation Awareness Week
November 2-8, 2025
Celebrating October 20-26 in our parishes
Opportunities will be available at both St. Thomas and
St. Mary to Spiritually adopt a Seminarian.
Watch upcoming bulletins for more details!

40 Days of Prayer Campaign for Life
Join people of faith across our nation to
pray, fast, and serve to protect all life.

Thursday, Oct. 2 — Thanks to those who participated at
St. Mary’s in Ste. Marie!

Wednesday, Oct. 22 Adoration at St. Thomas
immediately following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am
with Benediction at 10:15 am.

TREASURES OF ITALY PILGRIMAGE
12 Days: April 13-24, 2026
Hosted by Fr. R. Dean Probst

Soul Food

By Fr. Tomy

In today’s Gospel, the apostles make a humble
request: “Lord, increase our faith!” They don’t ask for
power or wealth, but for faith — the one gift that holds life
together. Jesus responds by pointing to the mustard seed:
even the smallest faith, if real, can do the impossible. Faith
is not about quantity but about trusting God completely,
even when His plan is beyond our understanding.

The prophet Habakkuk also cried out in
confusion: “How long, O Lord?” God answered him with
a promise — “The righteous one, because of his faith,
shall live.” Faith does not remove suffering but gives
strength to endure it with hope. St. Paul adds: “Stir into
flame the gift of God.” Faith is not meant to be hidden but
cultivated, nurtured, and allowed to guide our daily
choices.

Jesus’ words about servants remind us of humility.
Pope Francis explains that this isn’t about worthlessness
but about gratitude. We serve not to earn God’s favor but
because everything — life, family, work, even faith itself
— 1is already His gift. True service flows from love and
gratitude, not from seeking recognition.

Our own times bring us many challenges: sickness,
family struggles, loneliness, or the violence we see in the
world. These leave us with more questions than answers.
Yet faith allows us to live with peace beyond
understanding and joy even in the midst of tears. In those
very moments, we make the apostles’ prayer our
own: “Lord, increase our faith.”

Faith shows itself in love. The mustard seed may be
small, but once nurtured it grows strong and fruitful. So
too with our faith, if we let it take root in our daily lives.

Three Practical Suggestions

1. Hand over one specific worry to God.
Each of us carries something heavy — a family problem,
a health concern, or a financial burden. This week, name
one of those worries in prayer and say: “Lord, I place this
in Your hands.” Then resist the urge to keep taking it back.
That is mustard seed faith.
2. Do one hidden act of service.
Maybe it’s taking out the trash without being asked,
writing a note to someone lonely, or quietly helping a
coworker. Don’t announce it. Don’t look for thanks. Let it
be between you and God. Faith grows when it’s lived in
humble service.
3. Feed your faith with Scripture and Sacraments.
A fire burns only when fed. Read a small passage of the
Gospel daily, even for five minutes. And approach the
Eucharist not out of routine but as an encounter with the
living Christ who strengthens your faith.

Dear friends, everything is grace. When we live in trust
and humility, God can do far more through us than we
could ever imagine. “Lord, increase our faith.” Amen.
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ek Twenty-Seventh Sunday in
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St. Mary of the Assumption

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459
Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of September 28, 2025

Envelopes/Online giving $  1200.00
Loose 256.00
Sub Total $ 1,456.00
Haiti 20.00
Gaza Collection 353.00
Total $ 1,829.00

Blood Drive — St Mary’s will be hosting an American
Red Cross Blood drive on October 13™ in the parish
center from 2pm — 6pm. Please come and give the gift
of life!

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — October 12, 2025
Ushers: Maynard Kaufmann, Jacob Kaufmann,
Kelby Ochs
Servers: Blake Frohning/Clay Frohning
Daniel Uebinger
Lectors: Nancy Ochs/ Mike Hartrich
Gift Bearers: BOb & Carolyn Barthelme
Eucharistic Ministers Tony Hartrich, Bridget Matson
Elfrieda Kaufmann

This Week in our Parish

Monday, October 6", St Bruno

6:30 p.m. — Bible Study in Parish Center
Tuesday, October 7", Our Lady of the Rosary

Fr. Tomy will be in the office 9:15 a.m. — Noon

then parish office will be closed

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: Vicki Kocher+)

7:00 p.m. — Pastoral Council — parish center
Wednesday, October 8", Weekday

6:30 p.m. — PSR/Rosary — in church

6:30 p.m. — Parent Hospitality Session
Thurs., October 9™, St Denis & St John Leonardi

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. - Mass (Int: Christine Litzelman+)
Friday, October 10", Weekday
Saturday, October 11", St John XXII
Sunday, October 12, 28th Sunday Ord. Time

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Mary Jane Zwilling+)

PSR Update
For the month of October all classes will begin in church
with the rosary. We will begin on October 1% at 6:30 in
the church. Parents and parishioners are welcome to join
in with the students.

Events

October 5" — St Isidore Parish/Island Grove
Breakfast — served 7:30am — 12:00 pm

October 7™ — Pastoral Council meeting — 7pm
October 12" — St Thomas Church Picnic — 4pm —
7:30 pm — Food — Games — Live Music & Raffles
October 13" — St Mary’s Blood Drive — St Mary’s
parish center 2pm — 6pm

October 15" — Finance Council meeting — 6:30 pm
October 22" — Candlelight Rosary Procession — St
Thomas Church — 6:30 p.m.

PSR Help Needed!
We are in need of a kindergarten PSR teacher for
this school year!

If you are available, please contact the Parish office or
Marie Wagner at 618-754-3388.

Happy 70th Anniversary!!

On October 15", Ralph and Georgianna Weber will
celebrate their 70" wedding anniversary. They were
married at St. Mary’s by Fr. George Windsor. Ralph
and Toots (as most people call her) will be having a
family celebration and would enjoy receiving cards.
Their address is:

Ralph & Georgianna Weber

5588 N Wakefield Rd

Newton, IL 62448




