January 24-25, 2026
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:

St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
January 17-18, 2026 Collection

Envelopes $  5,124.00
Loose $ 322.00

Subtotal $ 5,446.00
School Fund $ 275.00
Centennial Campaign $ 100.00
Catholic Times $ 691.00
Other $ 22.00

Subtotal $ 1,088.00

Grand Total $ 6,534.00
Online December PushPay Giving §  5,181.80
ACH December Contributions $  2,296.00

St. Thomas Church December Tithe
December Tithe Income — $64,160.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $6,416.00

This Week in Qur Parish
Catholic School’s Week
Monday, January 26, St. Timothy & St. Titus
Tuesday, January 27, St. Angela Merici
5:00 pm Rosary
5:30 pm Mass at St. Mary
Wednesday, January 28, St. Thomas Aquinas

8:30 am Class Mass at St. Thomas
(Int. George Roth)

9:00 am Rosary
5:30 pm Youth Choir
6:00 pm Joint Finance and Pastoral Councils meeting
6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary/St. Thomas CYO
Thursday, January 29, Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary
10:00 am Catholic Schools Week Mass at St. Anthony

Friday, January 30, Weekday
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am Mass-St. Thomas (Int. Don Ochs)

Saturday, January 31, St. John Bosco
8:00 — 9:00 am Reconciliation at St. Thomas
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
5:30 pm doors open—Wine Tasting (@ Newton KC Hall

Sunday, February 1, Fourth Sunday in Ord. Time
7:00 am Annual Newman Breakfast - Ttown
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int: Denise Hahn)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
9:30 am Rosary

10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Ed Yager)

10:30 am Communion Service at Villas

11:15 am OCIA

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: 2 Tim 1:1-8 Mk 3:22-30
Tues.: 2 Sm 6:12b-15,17-19 Mk 3:31-35
Weds.:2 Sm 7:4-17 Mk 4:1-20
Th.: 2 Sm 7:18-19,24-29 Mk 4:21-25
Fri.. 2Sm 11:1-4a,5-10a, 13-17 Mk 4:26-34
Sat.: 2Sm 12:1-7a,10-17 Mk 4:35-41

Sun.: Zep 2:3;3:12-13 1 Cor 1:26-31 Mt 5:1-12a

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule.
February 1, June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by
appointment if needed. Classes will be held in the choir
area. Contact the parish office at 618-783-8741 to
register or schedule an appointment.




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule
Saturday, January 31 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Luke Zuber
EM: Brad, Kimberly, Kaitlyn Ochs, Glenda Spiker
Servers: Gauge Weber, Eli Ochs, Megan Farley
Gift Bearers: Gerald & Denisse Ochs
Musicians: Debbie Matson & Mallory Einhorn
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler
Sunday, February 1 @ 7:00 am

Lector: Tony Weber
EM: Sarah Hemrich, Linda Hemrich, Lori TeVault,

Jamie Shamhart
Servers: Emma Hartrich, Brady Francis, Kinsley Kerner
Gift Bearers: Brandon Francis Family
Musicians: Five for the One
Greeters/Ushers: Mark Vahling

Sunday, February 1 @ 10:00 am

Lector: Ryan Probst
EM: Kristine Probst, Dylan Gier, Jenny Bierman,

Marissa Bower
Servers: Ella Probst, Blake Gier, Levi Gier
Gift Bearers: John Bower Family
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anne Kuhl
Greeters/Ushers: Justin Probst

The Family of John W. Bergbower would like to
thank all of those who called, brought food, sent flowers
and gifts and prayed for us after John's passing. Many
thanks to Father Dan Bergbower, Father Dean Probst
and Father Tomy Philip for offering mass for him and
to their servers, Jace Bergbower, Jack Weber and Levi
Gier. Thank you to Jason Meyer and all of his staff at
Meyer Funeral Home for helping us plan and for
coordinating the service while making the process as
easy as possible. The music at the service by Five for
The One - Julie French, Cathy Lewis, Mike Dasenbrock,
Vickie Keller and Joe Hemrich - was beautiful. Thank
you for sharing your talents with us. Many thanks to
Barney and Melanie Ochs - Ochs Street Smoked Meats
- for serving such a wonderful meal after the
funeral. The parish ladies, coordinated by Alice Addis,
thank you for making us a wide variety of desserts to
enjoy at the dinner. We also appreciate the kindness and
stewardship shown by all who made memorial
donations to the St. Peter Cemetery fund in John's
memory. God Bless You All!

St. Thomas CYO Meeting Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

January 28 — Meet at Silk Purse, Master’s Hands and
Villas of Holly Brook
Feb. 4-St. Blaise/St. Ansgar(Blessing of the Throats)
February 11 — World Day of the Sick — visit Villas
and Newton Care Center with Ukelele Group

February 18 — Ash Wednesday — Attend Mass
February 25 — Planning Living Stations of the Cross

Save the Date
Family Life Center Breakfast
Sunday, March 8, serving 8-12
St. Thomas Parish Center
Sausage, eggs and pancakes plus bake sale!

St. Thomas Contribution Statements
The 2025 contribution statements for St. Thomas
parishioners are available upon request. Thanks to all of
our parishioners for your generosity in 2025!

A Note of Thanks
Thank you, Debbie Matson and the entire OCIA team.
It is so exciting to see how our parish’s OCIA journey
has grown over the past couple of years. This journey
requires a commitment of time for preparation and
continued faith formation for both the teachers and
those participating. Thank you for taking an interest in
this ministry and making it a priority for our parish. We
will have welcomed many new members over the
course of the past two years. Thank you for leading this
process of conversion and spiritual growth involving

St. Thomas School Celebrates
Catholic Schools Week! Catholic
Schools Week (CSW) 2026 is
scheduled for January 25-31,
2026, with the national theme being
"Catholic Schools: United in
Faith and Community," focusing
on ordinary lives called to holiness
through faith, service, and community. We wish all of
our teachers, staff and students a blessed week featuring
daily themes with lots of fun activities and opportunities
to share their faith.
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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

study, fellowship, and a deeper relationship with Christ!
Happy Birthday, Adeline Miller!

}‘/’*f"?’!ﬂ"-'-- Adeline will celebrate her 104™
BIRTHDAY  birthday on January 27%. All
Bk birthday wishes can be sent to the
Newton Care Center, 300 S. Scott Ave., Room #49,
Newton, IL 62448.

SonRise Men’s Breakfast!
Working to improve our prayer life and relationship
with God doesn’t need to be a solo effort. We’ll journey
through the renewal of creation and the call to become
men after God’s own heart. Men from all parishes are
welcome for Hot Breakfast on Friday, January 30,
6:15AM, prayer, program and discussion from 6:30 —
7:30 AM, at the St. Anthony Parish Center, Effingham.




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you

l&\ Please pray for the Sick: Lorraine Yager, Doug
\i:)? Page, Eretria Vera Lou Cummins, Wesley
> » Atkins, Janet Beavers, Steven Bierman, Chase
Zumbahlen, Emma Rose Probst, Dale Harris, Jim
Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki,
Carson French, Matilda Hemrich, Carol Schafer,
Jim/Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Ted/Susie Ochs; those
in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.

R.I.P. Don Ochs

Soul Food
By Fr. Tomy
Come After Me” — Following Jesus Together

Today’s Gospel is simple, and precisely for that
reason, very powerful. Jesus walks by the Sea of Galilee
and calls four ordinary men — Simon Peter and Andrew,
James and John. They are not in prayer or searching for
something new; they are busy with their nets, doing their
daily work. Jesus speaks just a few words: “Come after
me.” Immediately, they leave their nets and follow Him.
This is the heart of Christianity. It is not first of all about
rules, devotions, or preferences, but about following a
Person — Jesus Christ.

By the time Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthians,
divisions had already begun to appear. People were no
longer debating Jesus, but His followers: “I belong to
Paul,” “I belong to Apollos,” “I belong to Cephas.” The
same temptation exists today when we attach ourselves
more to particular leaders, spiritual styles, or preferences
than to Christ Himself. Saints, popes, teachers, and
preachers are great gifts to the Church, but they are not
the destination. They are signposts. Jesus alone is the
center.

The Gospel also tells us that the disciples left their
nets. James and John even left their father in the boat.
Jesus is not asking everyone to abandon family or
profession, but He is asking each of us to reflect
honestly: What are the “nets” that hold me back from
following Him more freely? Habits, fears, resentments,
unhealthy attachments — all can prevent us from
responding fully to Christ’s call.

Following Jesus always involves letting go. As Pope
Benedict X VI said, Christianity begins not with an idea
or rule, but with an encounter with a Person who gives
life a new direction. When we truly encounter Christ, our
circumstances may remain the same, but our hearts are
changed

Today we also remember Saint Vincent Pallotti,
whose feast we celebrate on January 22. He believed
passionately that every baptized person is an apostle.
Each of us is sent to be a fisher of men — through prayer,
witness, teaching the faith, service in the Church, and

generous support of God’s work. No act is small when
done for God’s glory and the salvation of souls.
Let us take this call seriously and live it concretely.

1. Choose Jesus daily — before choosing sides. Before
reacting, criticizing, judging, or arguing — ask: “What
would help me follow Jesus more closely right now?” In
families, in parish life, in society — unity begins when
Christ comes first. This is how we live our baptism as
apostles in daily life.

2. Leave one “net” behind this week. Identify one small
attachment that pulls you away from God — excessive
screen time, gossip, resentment, neglect of prayer — and
consciously let it go. Make room for Jesus. Letting go
makes us free to be instruments in God’s hands for
others.

3. Go fishing gently. Bring one person closer to Christ
this week — not by preaching, but by kindness, listening,
forgiveness, or invitation. Remember Saint Paul’s
wisdom: Don’t scare the fish. Let your life quietly point
to Jesus. Through prayer, service, witness, or support of
the Church, each of us can bring at least one soul closer
to Christ.

May we hear again Jesus’ call — “Come after me” —
and follow Him with unity, freedom, courage, and joy.

Consecration to Jesus Through Mary

Join St. Thomas and St. Mary parishioners as we
prepare for Marian Consecration and renewal. With
great joy, we invite those interested to make
a Consecration to Jesus through Mary using the 33
Days to Morning Glory, culminating on the Feast of the
Annunciation—the day Mary gave her complete “yes”
to God. This simple yet profound journey helps us
entrust our lives to Mary, so that she may lead us more
fully, lovingly, and faithfully to her Son, Jesus. Many
will be preparing to celebrate the one-year anniversary
of their Consecration. The 33 Days to Morning Glory
Do-It-Yourself Retreat will begin on Ash Wednesday,
February 18" for those who want to renew their
consecration and for those interested in Consecrating for
the first time. The Retreat will conclude with
Consecration and Renewal on March 25", the feast day
of the Annunciation of the Lord, at the 8:30 am Mass at
St. Thomas. More details will be available in the near
future. Please call 618-783-8741 by February 9™ to
learn more about how to get started.

Young adults age 18+ are invited to online evening
prayer with the School Sisters of Notre Dame
on Tuesday, January 27 at 7 p.m. CT. There will be
time for faith sharing with young adults and sisters from
all across the U.S. and Canada. Learn more and register

for the Zoom link at ssnd.org/events/1-27-26/.




January 24-25, 2026
3" Sunday in Ord. Time

St. Mary of the Assumption
112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459
Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

This Week in our Parish
Monday, January 26", St Timothy & St Titus
Tuesday, January 27", St Angela Merci

8:00 a.m. — Rosary
8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: Fr Joseph O’Reilly+)
Wednesday, January 28, St Thomas Aquinas
6:30 p.m. — PSR
Thursday, January 29", Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Rosary
8:30 a.m. Mass (Int: Vicki Kocher+)
Friday, January 30", Weekday
Saturday, January 31%, St John Bosco
Sunday, February 1%, 4" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: For the Parish)

I Contribution Statements — Are available, if you |
| received one last year, those were mailed out this week. |
; If you need one, please contact the office. "

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of January 18, 2026
Envelopes/Online giving § 925.00
Loose 179.00

Sub Total $ 1,104.00
Catholic Times 184.00
Haiti 120.00
Total $ 1,408.00

2026 PreCana session on March 14, 2026. Registration
has begun for all couples who will be getting married.
I Registration forms can be found on the church website |
| — stemariechurch.org. Please fill out and return to the |

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — February 1, 2026

Ushers: Alex Kaufmann, Ethan Matson, Rodger
Shambhart

Servers: Wade Schackmann, Charlee Hartrich
Halle Schackmann

Lectors: Ethan Zwilling/ Lora Ochs

Gift Bearers: Roger & Sherrie Hemrich

E Ms: Lora Semple, Elaine Zwilling, Ben Ochs

Needed — The Brunch committee is looking for
| replacement electric skillets. If you have one in the |
cabinet that is in good condition and would like to
donate it for the brunch, please contact the office, or I
Amy Frohning. We are looking to replace 4 or 5 of the I

ones we have.

SAVE THE DATE - St. Mary’s Family Life Bingo
St Mary’s Parish Center
January 30, 2026 6 — 8 pm
Selling - Pulled Pork Sandwiches & Drinks
Free Popcorn
All are Welcome!!

| Mary’s church grounds. Griffith Lawn Service will no |
: longer be mowing the church grounds, and we need a !
E replacement. If interested, please contact Maynard :
| Kaufmann or the parish office. i

Area Events
January 30-Bingo—St Mary’s Parish Center 6 — 8§ pm
February 1 — Newman Breakfast T-Town Banquet
Hall — serving 7am — Noon
February 8 — Bend Community Breakfast 8am — noon
— more info soon.
March 1 — St Mary’s Annual Brunch
March 8 — Family Life Center Breakfast — St Thomas
Parish Center — serving 8am - Noon




