August 2-3, 2025
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac(@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:

St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
July 12-13. 2025 Collection

Envelopes $  6,289.00
Loose $ 658.00

Subtotal $ 6,947.00
School Fund $ 405.00
Centennial Campaign $ 100.00
Peter’s Pence $ 20.00

Subtotal $ 525.00

Grand Total $ 7,472.00
Online June PushPay Giving $ 4,709.10
ACH June Contributions $ 2,246.00

St. Thomas Church June Tithe
June Tithe Income — $55,815.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $5,582.00

This Week in Our Parish

Mon., August 4, St. John Vianney

Tuesday, August 5, Dedication of the Basilica of

St. Mary Major
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Wednesday, August 6, Transfiguration of the Lord
8:30 am Mass (Int. Holly Kocher)
9:00 am Rosary Group

Thursday, August 7, St. Sixtus II & St. Cajetan
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Friday, August 8, St. Dominic
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am Mass (Int. Brandon Scott “Beef” Frichtl)

Saturday, Aug. 9, St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
8:00 am -9:00 am Reconciliation
Rieman/Woods Wedding
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Marilyn Fritchley)

Sunday, August 10, 19" Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Art Rauch)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)

10:30 am Communion Service at Villas

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Nm11:4b-15 Mt 14:13-21
Tues.: Nm 12:1-13 Mt 14:22-36
Weds.:Dn 7:9-10,13-14 2Pt 1:16-19 Lk 9:28b-36

Th.: Nm 20:1-13 Mt 16:13-3
Fri.: Dt4:32-40 Mt 16:24-28
Sat.: Dt 6:4-13 Mt 17:14-20

Sun.: Wis 18:6-9  Heb 11:1-2,8-19 Lk 12:32-48

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule.
October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if needed.
Classes will be held in the choir area. Contact 618-783-
8741 to register or schedule an appointment.

St. Dominic,
pray for us.

All holy
men and women,
pray for us.




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule

Saturday, August 9 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Nichole Mulvey
EM: Matt/Amanda Baltzell, Linda Hemrich,

Wanda Kocher

Servers: Emmalin Finley & Brooke Farley
Gift Bearers: Todd Ochs Family
Musicians: Tammy Page & Mallory Bolander
Greeters/Ushers: Brad Ochs

Sunday, August 10 @ 7:00 am
Lector: Nikki Bierman
EM: Paul/Katie Bierman, Eliza Muska, Theresa Volk
Servers: Will Hartrich & Caleb Kistner
Gift Bearers:
Musicians: Jeff Finley, Lucy Bierman, Katie Shamhart
Greeters/Ushers: Ben Bierman

Sunday, August 10 @ 10:00 am

Lector: Mike Geier
EM: Julie Higgs, Jason Bierman, Marissa Bower,

Matt Bower
Servers: Claire Schackmann
Gift Bearers: Jenny Bierman Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Jennelle Hinterscher
Greeters/Ushers: Mike Gier

Centennial Campaign Update:
Campaign Goal: $88,473.00 over 3 years
Collected to date: $5,747.42

Thank YOU to those who are already contributing! If
you would like to contribute, please visit the church
website, click on the online giving link, select the
Centennial Campaign Fund and make a donation. For
your convenience you can also contribute using the
Building Fund envelope. Together we can achieve great
things for the benefit of both our parish and the Diocese!

BAPTISM: Congratulations, Gunner Matthew
Webster, infant son of Conner & DavalLynn (Tarr)
Webster who was baptized this past Saturday, July 26,
in St. Thomas Church.

Godparents are: Wade Tarr & Mallory Ochs

The Family of Delorse (Kocher) Johnson would like
to thank our St. Thomas Parish Family for the cards,
food, prayers and many other acts of kindness. All that
you did meant so much to us during the loss of our
daughter, Delorse. May God bless each of you!
Sincerely, Norman & Wanda Kocher Family

St. Thomas School Presents
Our 13" Annual DUCK RACE 2025

<),
Fj\ Sunday, August 17
11:00 a.m. at the Newton Aquatic

| Center

Free swimming following until noon for those who
have a duck in the race.

Ducks can be purchased for $5.00 at:
St. Thomas School or Church & Peoples State Bank
Ducks will be sold after each St. Thomas Mass!!

15¢ place duck: $600.00
2" place duck: $250.00
374 place duck: $100.00

*ONLY 500 DUCKS SOLD!

BRING A LAWNCHAIR & A FRIEND!
DOOR PRIZES! (MUST BE PRESENT)

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFITS
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL

For more info call St. Thomas School @ 783-3517

**Choose the right number and be the LUCKY DUCK
to win a $25 gift certificate to a local business.**

The Family of Walter R. Urfer wishes to send a
special thanks to Fr. Tomy Philip and Fr. Levi James for
the beautiful Mass that helped us celebrate Walter’s life.
A special thanks to all of you who took the time to share
your prayers and send cards and flowers/gifts. Thank
you for attending Walter’s services. Your kindness,
generosity and compassion touched our hearts the most
and will not be forgotten.

A Shout Out to Judy McClure for updating our
parish’s picture of the Pope. The photo of Pope Leo
XIV is such a great photo, and it is now on display
hanging beside the photo of Bishop Paprocki in the
gathering space. Thanks, Judy!

Need not be present to win!

St. Thomas 15™ Annual
Harvest Picnic
October 12", 2025

St. Thomas Picnic Raffle Tickets are
available! Please stop by the gathering space to pick up
your envelope of tickets labeled with your name and
address. Thanks to our picnic committee for doing such
a great job organizing this event each year! Keep
watching the bulletin for more information.

Mary Evelyn Dhom celebrated

72/‘ o B k. her 94th birthday on July 29th.

BIRTHIDAY She would love to receive cards

TRrTas and to hear from her church family.

Her address is Mary Evelyn Dhom,

The Villas, 101 S. Gregory St., #27, Newton. Thanks so
much for remembering her.




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

| Please pray for the Sick:
Charles Sroka, Jim Beauchamp, Naomi
Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, Carson French,
Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst,
Carol Schafer, Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs,
Jessica Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie Ochs;
those in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.
Rest in Peace: Brandon Scott “Beef” Frichtl

| Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
AMAER Information sessions for Order of

OCIA  Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
W'’ begin on Sunday, September 7, at 11:15
am following 10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas. Please
call the parish offices (618/783-8741 or 618/455-3155)
or Debbie Matson (618/553-1472) if interested in
attending. Parishioners interested in teaching OCIA
may contact the same numbers.

Mark Your Calendars
July 3, 2026
250" Anniversary of the United States of America
A Semiquincentennial to be held in Ste. Marie
More details to follow!!

The Story Continues...
from Fr. Pawel

It was Wednesday when we
decided to visit St. Paul’s Basilica
and then catch a train to Ladispoli,
® a quiet seaside resort town on the
coast. After attending morning

j Mass, we grabbed a quick
breakfast and coffee, then made our way to the bus
station. Strangely, aside from me and my friend, there
was no one else there at first. But as the minutes passed,
a small crowd began to gather.

When the bus finally pulled in, we tried to squeeze our
way through, hoping to find free seats. But just two
minutes into the ride, I felt that awful sinking feeling —
my wallet was gone. Stolen, right out of my bag.

I was shocked, angry, and overwhelmed. And to make
things worse, my phone didn’t work properly in Europe,
so blocking my cards was a struggle. Still, I managed it.
A mixture of emotions filled my heart — anger,
frustration, helplessness. I couldn’t stop asking myself:
“For what sins is this happening to me?”

And then, in the midst of my frustration, I felt a quiet
voice within me — almost like a whisper from God
smiling and saying, “Do you want me to remind you?”
That simple phrase struck me and I thought - yeah it was
time for reconciliation. I don't want to fuel my anger. It
doesn't seem to be punishment for sins rather motivation
to forgive, give it away and let it go.

We decided to go straight to the police station and report
the theft. The officer on duty didn’t seem particularly
interested in helping — he just noted the details of the
stolen wallet and sent us on our way. With nothing more
we could do, we chose to continue our day as planned.

We headed to St. Paul Outside the Walls, the beautiful
basilica built over the tomb of St. Paul. Back in ancient
times, it stood beyond the city limits — hence its name.
As we arrived, I noticed a line of people waiting for
confession. So, I decided to join them.

Sitting there, waiting my turn, I felt something begin to
lift. The bitterness, the frustration — all softened. The
confession brought a little bit of peace. It reminded me
how important it is to let things go.

Afterward, we finally made our way to Ladispoli. We
had a simple lunch and headed straight for the beach.
The black volcanic sand was surprisingly hot under our
feet, and the sea — freezing cold. We lay on the beach,
took a very short swim, and let the calm of the coast
wash over us.

Later that evening, we returned to Rome — tired but
happy that the day was over. It was time to rest and
prepare for tomorrow — a day that was going to be very
special for both of us - mass at the grave of John Paul II.

A few more
glimpses of Fr.
Pawel’s travel until
his return.



August 2-3, 2025
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Your Money or Your Life”

Luke 12:13-21
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St. Mary of the Assumption
112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac(@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

Office Hours —Fr Tomy will have office hours on
Tuesday’s every week at St Mary’s after mass until
Noon. Feel free to stop in and see him.

Events
8/3/25 — Holy Cross Picnic - Wendelin

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of July 27, 2025

Envelopes $ 1,052.00
Loose 267.00
Sub Total $  1,319.00

Mission Appeal 754.00
Haiti 170.00
Total $ 2,243.00

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — August 10, 2025
Ushers: Phil Ochs, Owen Ochs, Bob Barthelme

Servers: Wade Schackmann/Max Ochs
Lectors: Rose Gangloff/Lora Ochs
Gift Bearers: Anita Griffith Family

Eucharistic Ministers: Tony & Janet Hartrich
Bridget Matson

Rest in Peace — Keep the family of Christine Litzelman
in our prayers. Mass of Christian Burial will be held on
August 29, 2025.

This Week in our Parish

Monday, August 4™, St John Vianney
Tuesday, August 5", Weekday

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Johnny Frohning+)

Fr Tomy — office hours 9:30 — noon

7:00 p.m. — Pastoral Council
Wednesday, Aug. 6", Transfiguration Of the Lord
Thursday, August 7%, St Sixtus IT

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Sam, Linda & Chris Zuber+)
Friday, August 8", St Dominic
Saturday, August 9™, St Teresa Benedicta
Sunday, August 10™, Nineteenth Sunday Ord. Time

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Donna Boehl+)

PSR- Please return all registration forms in by August
5% it would be greatly appreciated. If you did not
receive an e-mail the forms can be found on our website.
They can be e-mailed back, dropped in the collection
baskets, or put in the drop box on the front door of the
office. This will help us to prepare for the approaching
PSR session.

2025 Pre Labor Day Picnic

The Picnic is getting closer and we are still looking for
donations.

Donations requested:

Baskets for the basket stand (minimum $50 value) If
you would like to donate a themed basket, gift
certificate, or other items for the basket stand, please
contact Becca at 618-554-4999 or reach out to the parish
office.

Glassware — clean glassware for the dime pitch.
Glasses can be dropped off on the front porch of the
parish office or call Elaine at 618-843-0800 for pickup.
Please no mugs or plastic cups.

POP TOSS- 12 packs of name brand soda for the pop
toss. Pop can be dropped off on the front porch of the
parish office or call Jeannie at 618-562-5047 for pick
up.

Please let us know by August 10" if you would be able
to contribute.

Workers List are available in the back of church,
and if you haven’t picked up your raffle tickets, they
are also there.

Thank you in advance for your generosity and support!




