
May 17-18, 2025 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
May 3-4, 2025 Collection 

 
Envelopes                                               $         7,078.00 
Loose                                                      $           485.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       7,563.00 
School Fund                                            $                60.00 
Centennial Campaign                              $       1,005.00  
Catholic Home Missions                         $            25.00  
                  Subtotal                               $      1,090.00                    

                  Grand Total                        $       8,653.00 
 
April ACH Payments                           $      2,246.00  
April Pushpay online giving                $      3,222.17 

 

St. Thomas Church March Tithe 
March Tithe Income – $39,950.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $3,995.00 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Mon., May 19, Easter Weekday 
 6:00 pm St. Thomas School Sports Awards 

Tuesday, May 20, St. Bernadine of Siena 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Wednesday, May 21, St. Christopher Magallanes    
 8:30 am All-School Mass  
       (Int. Living & Deceased Family of Linda Mertens) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group  
 2:15 pm Kindergarten Graduation     

Thursday, May 22, St. Rita Cascia 
 St. Thomas School Survivor Day 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Friday, May 23, Easter Weekday 
  St. Thomas School Day at the Park/Bring Lunch 
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Betty King)    

Saturday, May 24, Easter Weekday 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Mike Lustig) 
 

Sunday, May 25, Sixth Sunday of Easter;  
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Jessica Spiker) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  

 
 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: Acts 14:5-18                      Jn 14:21-26       
Tues.: Acts 14:19-28                                Jn 14:27-31a               
Weds.:Acts 15:1-6                                           Jn 15:1-8 

Th.:             Acts 15:7-21                                      Jn 15:9-11 
Fri.:    Acts 15:22-31                                  Jn 15:12-17 
Sat.:    Acts 16:1-10                                     Jn 15:18-21 
Sun.:   Acts 15:1-2,22-29                 Rv 21:10-14,22-23    
            Jn 14:23-29 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule. 
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.   
 

Victim Assistance Contact Information: 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 

Call 217-321-1155 
 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, May 24 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Lynn Wilson 
EM: Brad/Kim Ochs, Mark Bolander, Linda Hemrich 
Servers: Eli Ochs & Carissa Barthelme 
Gift Bearers: Randy Hemrich Family 
Musicians: Tammy Page & Kaitlyn Ochs 
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler 

Sunday, May 25 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Nikki Bierman 
EM: Paul/Katie Bierman, Brenda Phillips, Gery Ochs  
Servers: Blake Bierman & Kyle Bierman 
Gift Bearers: Doug & Jan Long 
Musicians: Jeff Finley & Lyndsey Spiker 
Greeters/Ushers: Brian Brummer 

Sunday, May 25 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Kevin Parker 
EM: Helen, Leo, Adam Weber, Becky Parker 
Servers: Jack Weber 
Gift Bearers: Tim Bower Family 
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Debbie Matson 
Greeters/Ushers: Justin Probst 

 

Welcome, Matt & Lea Creadore 
Family who was recently baptized 
and confirmed and received First 
Holy Communion this past Sunday 
morning at the 10:00 am Mass. 
 

 

May God continue the good work 
begun in you! 

 

ST. THOMAS PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Congratulations to Nikki Bierman, Dean Swingler, 
and Kim Zuber for accepting their nominations and 
then being selected as new members of the St. Thomas 
Pastoral Council.  Thank you to everyone who accepted 
the nomination and for your willingness to serve!  May 
the Holy Spirit continue to guide our pastoral council 
and its members during their time of service.   

 

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV 
Faithful God, 

You guide us on the path of life  
and your goodness is our constant companion. 

Be with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, 
in his service of the Church. 

Fill him with the power of your Spirit, 
the peace of your presence 

and the compassion of Christ. 
May he walk with you, 

in wisdom and humility, 
and lead us, together with all God’s people, 

to embody your love for the world. 
Amen. 

Centennial Campaign Announcement 
     

     Our councils have worked together over the past 
several months to submit requested information to the 
Diocese to help them understand our position on 
implementing a campaign for our parish.  At this time, 
both councils agreed that we are not ready to move 
forward with a campaign.  The Diocese recently 
responded and agreed that St. Thomas does not need to 
implement a specific campaign for a project that we are 
not prepared to move forward with right now.  However, 
the Diocese does still seek our support for efforts that 
they are undertaking to maintain the Cathedral, and for 
other repairs and maintenance projects.  In an effort to 
work together for the benefit of both our parish and the 
Diocese, St. Thomas has been asked to collect 
$88,473.00 to pay our Centennial Campaign 
Contribution to the Diocese over a period of three years.   
      

     This is how you can help St. Thomas achieve this 
campaign goal.  When we do the math, this is a weekend 
collection increase of $567.00 total for the upcoming 
weekend collections the next three years…only a 
$189.00 total increase in giving at each weekend Mass. 
We ask that you prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute.  Giving has been made even easier now that 
you can visit the church website, click on the online 
giving link, select the Centennial Campaign Fund and 
make a donation.  We will also contribute all funds 
given in the Building Fund envelope towards the 
Centennial Campaign.  The more we can collect over 
and above our regular collection totals, the less we will 
need to use funds from existing accounts.  Thank you so 
much for your support.   

 

Congratulations!  This weekend at church, Father Paul 
recognized the Distinguished Graduate award and the 
Exceptional Service award. Terri Brewer was 
awarded the Distinguished Graduate Award and 
Linda Hemrich was presented the Exceptional 
Service Award. We are thankful for both of these ladies 
for their servant hearts and their dedication to our parish 
and school! 

 

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember:  
May 16/17 – State Track Meet 
May 18 – Graduation 11:00 following 10:00 mass 
May 19 – Sports Awards 6:00  
May 21 – Kindergarten graduation 2:15 in PC 
May 22 – Survivor Day 
May 23 – Park Day and Last Day of School 

 
School is out for summer!! 

Have a fun & safe summer break! 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

Please pray for the Sick: 
Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda 
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst, Donna 
Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer, Jim and 

Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney 
Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in 
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.   
Rest in Peace: Inis Probst 
 

 

Congratulations, Graduates!! 
We are proud of you and  
keep you in our prayers! 
8th Grade Graduates from  

St. Thomas School & Our Parishes 
 

Isaiah Bergbower Alivia Bierman 
Griffin Bierman Kylie Bierman 

 Kylee Blank  Dylan Earnest 
Alexis Evans  Brooke Farley 

 Carlee Finn  Cooper Haycraft 
Brooks Hermann Veronica Keller

 Caleb Kistner  Chase Kistner 
Mariah McVicar Elijah Michl 
Brayden Moore Rozlynn Newkirk 
Lexi Ochs  Hannah Phillips 
Bristol Pitcher  Emma Schumacher 
Lane Seaton  Addison Shamhart 
Josie Vogt  Halle Wagner 

 Lane Zumbahlen 

NCHS Graduates from Our Parishes 
Nick Bierman  Weston Bierman 
Landen Blake  Lexie Deitz 
Drew Earnest  Ethan Griffith 
Landon Kirts  Natalie Kistner 
Laura Kuhl  Makayla McVicar 
Gabriele Meinhart Avery Mulvey 
Alex Ochs  Mallory Ochs 
Owen Ochs  Cole Phillips 
Nate Songer  Jackson Sornberger 
Elias Weber  Blake Zumbahlen 

 

Congratulations, Mrs. Jill Bierman!  Mrs. Jill 
Bierman, our very own St. Thomas School Principal, 
was recently presented the Hometown Hero Award for 
the month of May.  The award was presented by 
representatives of the Jasper County Chamber of 
Commerce.  Thanks, Mrs. Bierman for all that you do 
to support not only St. Thomas School and Church but 
also our community! 

A Couple of Notes from Fr. Pawel’s Desk 
 

     It is with joy and pride that I extend my 
congratulations to the graduating class of St. Thomas 
School. To our dear graduates—what a remarkable 
journey you have completed! You have grown not only 
in knowledge and skills but also in faith, compassion, 
and character. 
     As your pastor, I could not be more proud of the 
young men and women, you have become. Your 
dedication to the values of St Thomas school - love of 
God, service to others, and the pursuit of truth - become 
inspiration for your peers, friends and family.  
     As you step into this new chapter, remember that you 
are never alone. God walks with you always, and so 
does your parish family. May you continue to seek 
wisdom, walk humbly, and lead with faith wherever you 
are. May your hearts cherish good memories about St 
Thomas school.  
     Congratulations, Class of 2025, you are a blessing to 
us all.                                                                 Fr. Pawel 
____________________________________________ 
Dear parishioners,  
     With heavy heart I must inform you that due to my 
visa expiration and delays in the U.S. immigration 
process, I am forced to leave the United States. Like 
many international clergy serving in the United States, I 
have been here under a religious worker (R-1) visa, 
which allows ministers and religious workers to live and 
serve in the country temporarily.  
     This is not permanent leave. I remain hopeful that the 
immigration process and new legislation will move 
forward, and that I will be able to return and continue 
my pastoral ministry with you. In the meantime, please 
know that I carry each of you in my heart and in my 
prayers.  I'll be in touch with the parish through my time 
of absence. 
     More information can be found at: 
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/USCCB/Campaign
s/125641/Respond 
     Also, parishioners are encouraged to contact the 
Murphysboro Office of Representative Mike Bost; 
618-457-5787 to express your concerns. 

 

Congratulations, Fr. Pawel, on 
celebrating the 5th Anniversary of 
your Ordination! And guess who 
is turning 40?  Join St. Thomas 
Parish on May 16th as we celebrate 

Fr. Pawel’s 40th birthday and 5th Anniversary of his 
Ordination before he leaves us for a brief period of time.  
 

Join us for 5:00 pm Mass followed by a gathering in the 
St. Thomas Parish Center.  Pulled pork, chips, desserts, 
and drinks provided. 



May 17-18, 2025 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. ary of the Assumption  
 

 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68  
     Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459    Tel:  618-455-3155 

         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  
                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 

 First Saturday of the Month 
          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
 

Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request  
 

Victim Assistance Contact Information: 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 

Call 217-321-1155 
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, May 19th, Easter Weekday 
Tuesday, May 20th, St Bernadine of Siena 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Kerry Lynch+) 
Wednesday, May 21st St Christoper Magallanes   
Thursday, May 22nd, St Rita of Cascia 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary  
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Robert L Keller+) 
Friday, May 23rd, Easter Weekday 
Saturday, May 24th, Easter Weekday 
Sunday, May 25th, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Paul Goebel+) 
 

Baby Bottles – Are available at the church entrances, 
please take one and fill it between now and Father’s 
Day.  This is a great fundraiser for the Newton Family 
Life Center.  

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of May 11, 2025 
Envelopes                                 $   2,628.00 
Loose                                                268.00 
                    Sub Total            $    2,896.00 
Haiti                                                    50.00 

                                        Total           $    2,946.00 
St Mary’s Church Tithe 

March Tithe Income $17,754.00 
10% Tithe to Springfield - $1,774.00  

 

           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – May 25, 2025 
Ushers:  John Uebinger, Kelby Ochs, Ben Ochs 
Servers: Blake Frohning/ Henry Zumbahlen 
Lectors: Lora Ochs/ Claire Griffith 
Gift Bearers: Kevin & Teresa Ochs 
Eucharistic Ministers: Lisa Ochs, Elfrieda Kaufmann 
Rose Gangloff 

 

Cookout For Fr Pawel 
Saturday - May 24th, - 6:00 

p.m. 
The Family Life committee is 
planning a cookout to wish Fr 
Pawel safe travels.  It will be held 
at the Pavillion, weather 

permitting, if not it will be in the parish center.  Food 
and drinks will be provided.  All are welcome to come 
and spend some time with Fr Pawel!! 
 

St Mary’s Family Life 
Graduation Breakfast 

June 1, 2025 after Mass 
Graduation season is upon us, and the Family Life 
committee would like to honor all graduates of St 
Mary’s Parish. Including those from 8th grade, High 
School, College, Trade School, and any other graduates. 
The graduates & their families are invited to breakfast 
after mass.  Please call the parish office or Lora Semple 
618-783-9256 to RSVP by May 27, 2025.   
 

Picnic Raffle 
The work has begun on the picnic raffle for this year’s 
picnic.  If you or any individual or business would like 
to donate to the raffle, please call the parish office or 
Elaine Zwilling (618) 843-0800 by June 2nd.  If you 
donated last year, you will be contacted soon!! 
 

Events 
5/24/25 – Cookout for Fr Pawel – 6:00 p.m. – 
Pavillion 
 
6/1/25 – Graduation Breakfast – St Mary’s Parish 
Center – after 8:30 a.m. mass.  


