
Divine Mercy Sunday 

 
April 11-12, 2026 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
 

April 4-5, 2026 Collection 
Envelopes                                               $      12,752.00 
Loose                                                      $          820.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $      13,572.00  
Annual School Fund                              $        1,130.00 
Centennial Campaign                             $           765.00 
Holy Thursday                                         $             253.00 
Seminarians                                            $          891.00 
Good Friday                                           $       1,310.00 
Other                                                       $            30.00 
                  Subtotal                               $       4,379.00 

                  Grand Total                        $     17,951.00 
 

Sound System Collection to date         $       9,524.36 
St. Thomas Church February Tithe 
February Tithe Income – $34,440.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $3,444.00 

This Week in Our Parish 
Monday, April 13, St. Martin I 
Tuesday, April 14, Easter Weekday 
  8:00 am Rosary                                       
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary 
Wednesday, April 15, Easter Weekday 
  8:30 am  Class Mass (Int. Jeff Kerner) 
  9:00 am Rosary 
  6:15 pm PSR at St. Mary 
  6:30 pm CYO Night of Service 
 Thursday, April 16, Easter Weekday 
  8 am – 6 pm St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Opens 
  8:00 am Rosary                                       
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary  
Friday, April 17, Easter Weekday 
   7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
   8 am – 6 pm St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Continues 
   11 am – 1 pm Catholic Heart Porkburger sale  
                                   (drive-thru at St. Thomas Church  
   8:30 am All-School Mass-St. T.  
                                             (Int. Don & Marlene Ochs) 
Saturday, April 18, Easter Weekday 
  8:00 am – 9:00 am Reconciliation  
  8 – 11 am St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Concludes 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int.: Harlan Kocher)  
Sunday, April 19, 3rd Sunday of Easter 
   7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int: Jessica Spiker)             
   8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
   9:35 am Rosary 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  

 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: Acts 4:23-31                                                              Jn 3:1-8          
Tues.: Acts 4:32-37                               Jn 3:7b-15            
Weds.:Acts 5:17-26                                      Jn 3:16-21 
Th.:   Acts 5:27-33                                          Jn 3:31-36       
Fri.:Acts 5:34-42                                            Jn 6:1-15 
Sat.:Acts 6:1-7                                              Jn 6:16-21 

Sun.:Acts 2:14,22-23      1Pt 1:17-21        Lk 24:13-35 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule. 
June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
the parish office at 618-783-8741 to register or schedule 
an appointment.   
 

Mark your calendars for June 28, 2026.   
St. Thomas will celebrate the feast day of 

their Patron Saint,  
St. Thomas the Apostle.   
More details to follow. 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, April 18 @ 7:00 pm  

Lector: Nichole Mulvey 
EM: Wade Ochs, Wanda Kocher, Kaitlyn Ochs,  
        Glenda Spiker 
Servers: Emily Beals, Emmalin Finley, Bryar French 
Gift Bearers: Todd Ochs Family  
Musicians: Five for the One 
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler 

Sunday, April 19 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Lori TeVault 
EM: Pam Francis, Jill, Lily, Lucy Bierman 
Servers: Brady Francis, Kyle Meinhart, Jillian Volk 
Gift Bearers: Paul Bierman Family 
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Kinsley Kerner 
Greeters/Ushers: Brian Brummer 

Sunday, April 19 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Renee Gier 
EM: Dylan Gier, John/Marissa Bower, Adam Weber 
Servers: Micah Finley, Blake/Levi Gier 
Gift Bearers: Justin Probst Family 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Jeff Finley 
Greeters/Ushers: John Stone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to those who recently received 
the Easter Sacraments! 

 

St. Thomas CYO Upcoming Schedule: 
Meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm  

April 15th – Clean Church, Villas of Holly Brook & Silk  
                     Purse – go directly to your choice of service 
April 22nd – Lector and Eucharistic Minister Training 
         (All are welcome!) 
April 29th – Last CYO - Celebration 

 

FORMED Subscription 
Please consider making a donation to help cover the cost 
of this faith formation resource.  This resource provides 
our parishioners with videos, movies, audio books, 
podcasts and shows and has proven to be a valuable 
resource for our parishioners, school and CYO.  Thanks 
for your support that will allow us to continue to offer 
this resource for our parishes. 

St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you 

 

Please pray for the Sick: Roger Sugrue, 
Lorraine Yager, Janet Beavers, Steven Bierman, 
Chase Zumbahlen, Emma Probst, Dale Harris, 

Jim Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, 
Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, 
Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare facilities/Book of 
Requests. RIP: Adeline Miller & Mary Ann Bierman 

 

Porkburger Fundraiser 
Catholic Heart Work Camp 

St. Thomas Church Drive Thru 
Friday, April 17th;    Serving from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Price: $4.00 for a Porkburger 
$6 for a meal (burger, chips & drink) 

For delivery or pre-order call: (618) 843-4234 
Pre-orders welcome from now until serving time.  

 

Catholic Heart Work Camp  
Kansas City, KS 
July 5-11, 2026 

Participants:  Jackson Baltzell, Audrey Beals, Alani 
Bergbower, Adria Bierman, Alivia Bierman, Blake 
Bierman, Griffin Bierman, Lucy Bierman, Nathan 
Bierman, Abby Davis(Oblong), Ava Earnest, Dylan 
Earnest,  Brooke Farley, Lauren Gier, Levi Gier, Will 
Hartrich, Allie Hermann, Kylie Higgs, Nora 
Kistner(Wendelin), Alayna Ochs, Ashtyn Ochs(Ste. 
Marie), Avery Ochs(Ste. Marie), Eli Ochs, Lexi Ochs, 
Oliver Ochs, Hannah Phillips, Claire Probst (Island 
Grove), Kendall Probst(Island Grove), Addison 
Shamhart, Tyler Spiker 
 

Chaperones:  Jill Bierman, Jason Bierman, Nikki 
Bierman, Jeff Phillips, Craig Hartrich 
 

These campers will be hosting a bake sale the weekend 
of May 2nd-3rd to raise funds to help cover the cost of 
this trip. Please show your support by picking up your 
favorite baked goods for a good cause!  You can also 
show your support by making a donation to help cover 
the cost of the trip. Donations can be dropped off at the 
parish offices any time.  Thanks to the Angels group for 
their generous donation! Your support allows these 
youth to have a faith filled experience of a lifetime that 
they will never forget!  Thank you! 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday - April 12 
St Joseph/ Stringtown @ 2:00 p.m. 

Divine Mercy Message & Devotion 
followed by reciting Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. Reconciliation will be 
available. Reception to follow in parish 
center. All are welcome. 



Soul Food by Fr. Tomy 
     My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Happy Easter 
once again! 
     Today the Church celebrates the beautiful feast of 
Divine Mercy Sunday, so fittingly placed immediately 
after Easter, for Easter itself is the greatest revelation of 
God’s mercy: the Cross shows the depth of His love, and 
the Resurrection reveals its victory. In today’s Gospel, 
the risen Lord comes to His frightened and ashamed 
disciples with one repeated message: “Peace be with 
you.” He does not scold them for their failure, denial, or 
doubt, but comes with mercy, peace, and restoration. 
This is the heart of Divine Mercy: God comes not first 
to judge, but to heal and restore, calling us, as Pope John 
Paul II said, to become day by day men and women of 
mercy. 
     In many ways, all of us are like those disciples. 
Sometimes we too live behind closed doors—the doors 
of fear, guilt, disappointment, and old wounds. We carry 
memories of failures, broken relationships, unanswered 
prayers, and hidden sorrows. Yet today’s Gospel tells us 
something beautiful: Jesus enters even through closed 
doors. No door is closed to His mercy. No heart is too 
wounded for His love. 
     Then comes the beautiful moment with Thomas. He 
says he cannot believe unless he sees and touches the 
wounds. Jesus comes back for Thomas and invites him: 
“Put your finger here… see my hands.” Even after the 
Resurrection, Jesus still carries His wounds. Why? 
Because those wounds are the eternal proof of His love. 
They are not marks of weakness, but marks of mercy. 
They tell us that He understands our pain, our 
loneliness, and our wounds. 
     Touching those wounds, Thomas makes one of the 
most beautiful professions of faith: “My Lord and my 
God!” Today, we are invited to make that same prayer. 
But Divine Mercy is not only something to receive; it is 
something to share. Mercy must move from our hearts 
into our lives. 
 

     So let me leave you with three very practical 
invitations for this week. 
1. Come back to the Lord with trust 
Do not let guilt keep you away from God. Sometimes 
people say, “Father, I have done too much.” No. No one 
has done too much for God’s mercy. His mercy is 
always greater. Come to Him in prayer. Come to 
confession. Let Him heal your heart. Trust His mercy 
more than your weakness. 
 
2. Bring mercy into your family 
The first place to practice mercy is at home. Be gentle 
in your words. Forgive quickly. Do not hold on to 
resentment. Avoid gossip and hurtful speech. 

Sometimes one kind word can heal a wounded 
relationship. Ask yourself today: Whom do I need to 
forgive? That is where Divine Mercy begins. 
 
3. Touch the wounds of Christ in others 
Jesus’ wounds are still present in the suffering people 
around us. The sick. The lonely. The elderly. The 
grieving. The poor. The person silently carrying 
depression or anxiety. When we comfort them, visit 
them, listen to them, and stand with them, we touch the 
wounds of Christ. Mercy becomes real when it becomes 
practical. 
     My dear brothers and sisters, may this week find us 
not only receiving mercy, but becoming mercy for 
others. Amen. 

 

Praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

1. Make the Sign of the Cross 
 

2. Opening Prayers 
(Repeat three times) 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart 
of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You! 
 

3. Our Father 
 

4. Hail Mary 
 

5. The Apostles’ Creed 
 

6. The Eternal Father 
 

7. On the 10 Small Beads of Each Decade 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on 
us and on the whole world. 
 

8. Repeat for the remaining decades 
Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" 
bead and then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful 
Passion" (7) on the following "Hail Mary" beads. 
 

9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 

10. Closing Prayers: 
Eternal God, in Whom mercy is endless and the treasury 
of compassion – inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and 
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we 
might not despair nor become despondent, but with 
great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, 
which is Love and Mercy itself.  

 

St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Sale 
 

April 16th & 17th 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 
April 18th 8:00 am - 11:00 am 

Specials announced during the sale!! 
 

Drop donations off Monday, April 13th, & Tuesday 
April 14th, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm.  All proceeds go to the 
St Thomas School's Technology/Improvement Fund 



April 11-12, 2026 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption  
 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68 
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 

Tel:  618-455-3155 
         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org 

Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 
Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  

                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 

(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 First Saturday of the Month 

          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request 

 
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, April 13th, Saint Martin I 
 

Tuesday, April 14th, Easter Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Sarah Semple+) 
 

Wednesday, April 15th, Easter Weekday 
    6:30 p.m. – PSR 
    6:30 p.m. – Finance council meeting 
 

Thursday, April 16th, Easter Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Donnie Kraus+) 
 

Friday, April 17th, Easter Weekday 
 

Saturday, April 18th, Easter Weekday 
 

Sunday, April 19th, Third Sunday of Easter 
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Ron Kirts+) 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of April 2-5, 2026 

Envelopes/Easter Collection       $      2,945.00  
         Loose                                                     628.00 

                     SubTotal            $        3,573.00 
Seminary                                               245.00 
Holy Land                                        215.00 
Rice Bowl                                              613.00 
                         Total                      $   4646.00 

 
  Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – April 19, 2026 
Ushers: Ethan Griffith, Roger Hemrich, Phil Ochs 
Servers: Elanor Roberts/Clay Frohning/Ellie Ochs 
Lectors: Nancy Ochs/ Claire Lindemann 
Gift Bearers: Tony & Martha Strutner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Lora Semple, Tony Hartrich, 
Ben Ochs 
 

Many Thanks 
To Fr Tomy and Fr Dean for the beautiful Holy Week 
services, to the Worship committee for all their work 
preparing the church for Holy Week.  To the musicians 
for the beautiful praise in music & song, to all the 
ministers who volunteered to help in any way. To all 
those who came to worship our risen Lord and Savior. 
Thank you for sharing your time and talent.   
 
Happy Birthday -   Evelyn Kocher will be 
celebrating her 90th birthday at the American Legion in 
Sainte Marie on April 12th from 2-4pm.   
Cards may be mailed to her – Evelyn Kocher 
               7423 N 2100th St 
               Willow Hill, IL 62480 
 

Divine Mercy Prayer 
Eternal God, in Whom mercy is endless and the treasury 
of compassion – inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and 
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we 
might not despair nor become despondent, but with 
great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, 
which is Love and Mercy itself.  
 

PSR – Last class for the year will be on April 29th. 
 

Area Events 
 

April 12 – Divine Mercy Sunday 
 St Joseph - Stringtown – 2:00 p.m. 

Divine Mercy Message & Devotion followed by 
reciting Divine Mercy Chaplet.   Reconciliation will be 
available.  Reception to follow in parish center.  All are 
welcome. 


