May 10-11, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Easter
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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:
St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman(@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
May 3-4. 2025 Collection

Envelopes $ 8,931.00
Loose $ 349.00
Subtotal $ 9,280.00
School Fund $ 1,170.00
Centennial Campaign $ 685.00
Seminarians $ 20.00
Catholic Home Missions $ 206.00
Subtotal $ 2,081.00
Grand Total $ 11,361.00

St. Thomas Church March Tithe
March Tithe Income — $39,950.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $3,995.00

This Week in Our Parish

Mon., May 12, Sts. Nereus and Achilleus; St. Pancras

Tuesday, May 13, Our Lady of Fatima
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Wednesday, May 14, St. Matthias

8:30 am All-School Graduation Mass w/practice
(Int. Mike Mulvey)

9:00 am Rosary Group

6:00 pm Spring Concert

Thursday, May 15, St. Isidore

8:00 am Rosary

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Friday, May 16, Easter Weekday
Happy 40" Birthday, Fr. Pawel
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am Mass (Int. Stephen Woolery)
5:00 pm Anniversary Mass & Celebration
following in the St. Thomas parish center

Sat., May 17, Easter Weekday

Fr. Dean celebrating Masses this weekend

3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation

4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
Sunday, May 18, Fifth Sunday of Easter;

7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Jacob Ochs)

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Marilyn Rubsam)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas
11:00 am St. Thomas School Graduation

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Acts 11:1-18 Jn 10:1-10
Tues.: Acts 11:19-26 Jn 10:22-30
Weds.:Acts 1:15-17,20-26 Jn 15:9-17
Th.: Acts 13:13-25 Jn 13:16-20
Fri.: Acts 13:26-33 Jn 14:1-6
Sat.: Acts 13:44-52 Jn 14:7-14

Sun.: Acts 14:21-27 Rv 21:1-5a Jn 13:31-33a,34-35

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule.
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if
needed. Classes will be held in the choir area. Contact
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.

Victim Assistance Contact Information:
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation
Call 217-321-1155




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule
Saturday, May 17 @ 4:30 pm

Lector: Lori TeVault
EM: Matt/Amanda Baltzell, Alice Addis
Servers: Jackson Baltzell
Gift Bearers: Gerald & Denisse Ochs
Musicians: Five for the One
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler

Sunday, May 18 @ 7:00 am

Lector: Mark Vahling
EM: Sheryl/Allison Brummer, Eliza Muska,

Janet Vahling
Servers: Will Hartrich
Gift Bearers: Craig Hartrich Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Kinsley Kerner
Greeters/Ushers: Brian Brummer

Sunday, May 18 @ 10:00 am
Lector: Sue Sparks
EM: Dennis Weber, Julie/Kylie Higgs, Tony Sparks
Servers: Pete Weber & Lane Zumbahlen
Gift Bearers:
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Jeff Finley
Greeters/Ushers: Justin Probst

Welcome, Matt & Lea Creadore Family who will be
baptized and confirmed and will receive First Holy
Communion this Sunday morning at the 10:00 am Mass.

Catechumens: Colin Creadore, Lea Creadore, Matthew
Creadore

Baptized: Crew Creadore and Cash Creadore;
Godparents Trevor and Keely Scott

May God continue the good work begun in you!

ST. THOMAS PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

Congratulations to Nikki Bierman, Dean Swingler,
and Kim Zuber for accepting their nominations and
then being selected as new members of the St. Thomas
Pastoral Council. Thank you to everyone who accepted
the nomination and for your willingness to serve! May
the Holy Spirit continue to guide our pastoral council
and its members during their time of service.

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember: May 10 —
Sectional Track Meet, May 13 — 8th grade trip to St.
Louis, May 14 — All-School Graduation Mass (Practice
follows), May 14 — Spring Concert 6:00, May 15 — Ist
grade to Terre Haute Children’s Museum, May 16 —
Kindergarten walking field trip, May 16/17 — State
Track Meet, May 18 — Graduation 11:00 following
10:00 mass, May 19 — Sports Awards 6:00, May 21 —
Kindergarten graduation 2:15 in PC, May 22 — Survivor
Day, May 23 — Park Day and Last Day of School

Centennial Campaign Announcement

After a recent joint meeting with both councils, Fr.
Pawel and the council members wanted to share some
updated information with all of you that was recently
received from the Diocese of Springfield in regards to
the Centennial Campaign.

Our councils have worked together over the past
several months to submit requested information to the
Diocese to help them understand our position on
implementing a campaign for our parish. I’m sure you
remember the simple survey that you were asked to
complete a little over a year ago that asked what type of
improvements you would support if the Diocese
required that we conduct a Centennial Campaign.
Those who responded overwhelmingly supported
improvements to the school and parish center.
However, at this time, both councils agreed that we are
not ready to move forward with a campaign that would
support those types of improvements. The Diocese
recently responded and agreed that St. Thomas does not
need to implement a specific campaign for a project that
we are not prepared to move forward with right now.
However, the Diocese does still seek our support for
efforts that they are undertaking to maintain the
Cathedral, and for other repairs and maintenance
projects. In an effort to work together for the benefit of
both our parish and the Diocese, St. Thomas has been
asked to collect $88,473.00 to pay our Centennial
Campaign Contribution to the Diocese over a period of
three years. Please note that handling the campaign this
way is a result of our parish and Diocese working
together, so that the original campaign proposed by the
Diocese that included a much larger financial goal did
not have to be implemented.

This is how you can help St. Thomas achieve this
campaign goal. When we do the math, this is a weekend
collection increase of $567.00 total for the upcoming
weekend collections the next three years...only a
$189.00 total increase in giving at each weekend Mass.
We ask that you prayerfully consider what you can
contribute. Giving has been made even easier now that
you can visit the church website, click on the online
giving link, select the Centennial Campaign Fund and
make a donation. We will also contribute all funds
given in the Building Fund envelope towards the
Centennial Campaign. If necessary to reach our goal,
we will also have special second collections scheduled
throughout the campaign. The more we can collect over
and above our regular collection totals, the less we will
need to use funds from existing accounts. Thank you so
much for your support as we work together to do our
part to meet the needs of our parish and Diocese.




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

N\ Please pray for the Sick:
%7 Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda

Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst, Donna

Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer, Jim and
Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney
Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.

Sending prayers through cards and letters. Matilda
Hemrich would love to hear from you. Her new
address is: Willow Brook Memory Care, 102 E. Blohm
Ave., Apt #9, Effingham, IL 62401

The BABY BOTTLE PROJECT is here!!
Please be sure to stop in the gathering spaces of our
parish churches on Mother’s Day to pick up a Baby
Bottle. Please be generous and fill with your spare
change and then return on Father’s Day. All proceeds
benefit the Family Life Center in Newton. Thanks!

Jasper County Honey Do Ministries is making plans
for the 2025 work week. The 2025 work week will be
July 14-18. It is not too early to start making plans to
help. Contact your parish office to learn more about how
you can help including assisting with the breakfast that
we will host that Wednesday morning on July 16.

Fr. Pawel’s Message
Dear parishioners,

With heavy heart I must inform you that due to my
visa expiration and delays in the U.S. immigration
process, I am forced to leave the United States. Like
many international clergy serving in the United States, |
have been here under a religious worker (R-1) visa,
which allows ministers and religious workers to live and
serve in the country temporarily.

However, due to significant backlogs in both
religious visa renewals and green card (permanent
residency) processing, I am now required by law to
leave the country while awaiting further developments.
These delays are part of a broader national issue
affecting many foreign-born religious workers who
wish to continue their mission in the U.S.

This is not permanent leave. I remain hopeful that the
immigration process and new legislation will move
forward, and that I will be able to return and continue
my pastoral ministry with you. In the meantime, please
know that I carry each of you in my heart and in my
prayers. I'll be in touch with the parish through my time
of absence.

More  information can be  found @ at:
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/USCCB/Campaign
s/125641/Respond

Also, parishioners are encouraged to contact the
Murphysboro Office of Representative Mike Bost;
618-457-5787 to express your concerns.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents weekend
experiences for married couples Sign-up now! For more
information or to apply, go to wwme.org or call Terry
& Eric Engholm at 314-649-7317. Next ones:

6/13/2025 — 6/15/2025, St. Peters, MO; 8/1/2025 —
8/3/2025, Cape Girardeau, MO; 12/5/2025 -
12/7/2025, St. Peters, MO

| OCIA: New Sessions Starting Soon! If you have been

Y 4 Yoo coming to Mass for a while, but are

not Catholic, we invite you to look

OCIA deeper into the Catholic
vww faith. Come meet some of our

faithful Catholics who love the Lord
and would consider it a privilege to get to know
you. Our parish will soon begin a set of sessions to
share the truth of our Catholic faith and the fellowship
of our church family. Contact our Parish Office at 618-
783-8741. We are waiting for YOU.
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Congratulations, Fr. Pawel, on celebrating the 5™
Anniversary of your Ordination! And guess who is
turning 40? Join St. Thomas Parish on May 16 as we
celebrate Fr. Pawel’s 40" birthday and 5™ Anniversary
of his Ordination before he leaves us for a brief period
of time.

Join us for 5:00 pm Mass followed by a gathering in the
St. Thomas Parish Center. Pulled pork, chips, desserts,
and drinks provided.

A special thank you to our amazing St. Thomas
School teachers and staff. Thank you to all the
teachers in our parishes who make a difference each
and every day in a student’s life!

On FORMED
Choosing a Pope: What REALLY Happens During
a Papal Conclave | What Catholics Believe

Divine Mercy In the Second Greatest Story Ever
Told (11 episodes)
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St. Mary of the Assumption

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak

(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller

Office Manager: Denisse Ochs

PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

St Mary’s Church Tithe
March Tithe Income $17,754.00
10% Tithe to Springfield - $1,774.00

Mother’s Day Breakfast
American Legion Post #932
Sainte Marie, IL
Sunday, May 11, 2025
Serving 7a.m. — Noon
Menu — Whole Hog Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,
Biscuits & Gravy, coffee, milk & Juice.
Treat Mom to a great breakfast!

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — May 18, 2025
Ushers: John Uebinger, Kelby Ochs, Ben Ochs

Servers: Daniel Uebinger/Wade Schackmann
Lectors: Ethan Zwilling/Nancy Ochs

Gift Bearers: Ron & Nancy Zwilling

E M’s: Amy Frohning, Elaine Zwilling, Maynard

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

This Week in our Parish

Monday, May 12 SS Nereus & Achilleus
Tuesday, May 13, Our Lady of Fatima

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Don & Pat Love+)
Wednesday, May 14, St Matthias
Thursday, May 15", St Isidore

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Don & Betty Ochs+)
Friday, May 16", Easter Weekday

Happy Birthday Fr Pawel
Saturday, May 17", Easter Weekday
Sunday, May 18™", Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Fr Alrede Cody+)

Kaufmann
Thank You, PSR Teachers!
Beth Hartrich Amber Frohning
Julie Shambhart Kayla Semple
Marie Wagner Nancy Ochs
Jenna Ochs Lora Semple
Becca Ochs Sarah Boehl-Youth Grp

We greatly appreciate each of you for the time you
have given to further the religious education of the
youth of our parishes. Thank you all so very much!! If
you see any of these ladies, please extend a thank you
to them for sharing their faith with the future leaders of
our parishes!

PSR registration for 2025-26 will begin in July.

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of May 4, 2025

Envelopes $  900.00
Loose 242.00
Sub Total $ 1,142.00

Home Missions 20.00

Total $ 1,162.00

St Mary’s Family Life
Graduation Breakfast
June 1, 2025 after Mass

Graduation season is upon us, and the Family Life
committee would like to honor all graduates of St
Mary’s Parish. Including those from 8" grade, High
School, College, Trade Schools and any other
graduates.

The graduates & their families are invited to breakfast

after mass. Please call the parish office or Lora Semple
618-783-9256 to RSVP by May 27, 2025.

Events
5/11/25 — American Legion — Mother’s Day
Breakfast — serving 7am — Noon
6/1/25 — Graduation Breakfast — St Mary’s Parish
Center — after 8:30 a.m. mass.




