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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
November 22-23, 2025 Collection 

Envelopes                                               $        5,621.00 
Loose                                                      $          365.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $         5,986.00 
School Fund                                            $             300.00 
Centennial Campaign       $            65.00 
Other                                                      $            25.00 
                  Subtotal                               $          390.00 

                  Grand Total                        $     6,376.00 
 
 

St. Thomas Church September Tithe 
September Tithe Income – $48,980.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $4,898.00 
 

This Week in Our Parish 
 
 

Monday, December 1, Advent Weekday   

Tuesday, December 2, Advent Weekday 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s      

Wednesday, December 3, St. Francis Xavier 
 8:30 am Class Mass (Int. Keith French)  
 9:00 am Rosary Group  
 5:30 pm Youth Choir  
 6:00 pm School Board 
 6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary/CYO at St. Thomas   

Thursday, December 4, St. John Damascene 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s  
     

First Friday, December 5, Advent Weekday 
 8:30 am All-School Mass w/Adoration until Noon 
                                     (Int. Glen & Alberta Smithenry)    

First Saturday, December 6, St. Nicholas 
 7:30 am Adoration/Reconciliation at St. Mary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary 
11:00 am Confirmation/1st Communion - Cathedral  
 3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Kimberly English)               
 

Sunday, December 7, Second Sunday of Advent 
 7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
 9:30 am Rosary 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas  
                         (Int. Liv & Dec of Rita Schafer Family) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  
11:15 am OCIA 

 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: Is 4:2-6                          Mt 8:5-11      
Tues.: Is 11:1-10                                Lk 10:21-24            
Weds.:Is 25:6-10a                                      Mt 15:29-37 

Th.:             Is 26:1-6                                    Mt 7:21,24-27 
Fri.:    Is 29:1-24                                          Mt 9:27-31                                      
Sat.:    Is 30:19-21,23-26               Mt 9:35-10:1,5a,6-8 

Sun.:   Is 11:1-10           Rom 15:4-9            Mt 3:1-12 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

Welcome Back, Fr. Tomy! 
We are grateful for your safe return and just in time to 
celebrate Thanksgiving and Advent with our parishes.  
Let us keep Fr. Pawel, Fr. Tomy and Fr. Sergio in our 
prayers of thanksgiving for all that they have done and 
continue to do for us. 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Newly Initiated 3rd Graders recognized at Masses 

this weekend…Congratulations!  
 

Saturday, December 6 @ 4:30 pm  
Lector: Aubrey Bergbower 
EM: Lori Rauch, Wade Ochs, Kim Zuber,  
        Mark Bolander 
Servers: Carissa Barthelme, Hank & Gauge Weber 
Gift Bearers: Ronnie & Patti Ochs 
Musicians: Nichole Mulvey & Kaitlyn Ochs 
Greeters/Ushers: Brad Ochs 

Sunday, December 7 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Carol Bough 
EM: Brooke Woods, Sheryl/Allison Brummer,  
        Becky Shamhart      
Servers: Elizabeth Brummer, Brady Francis,  
              Kinsley Kerner 
Gift Bearers: Brandon & Pam Francis Family 
Musicians: Five for the One 
Greeters/Ushers: Chris Bierman 
 

Sunday, December 7 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Tracey Bower 
EM: Helen/Leo/Adam Weber, Matt Bower 
Servers: Jack Weber, Claire Schackmann,  
              Jennelle Hinterscher 
Gift Bearers: John Bower Family 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anne Kuhl 
Greeters/Ushers: Mike Geier 

 

St. Thomas CYO 
Meeting weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm  

 

Dec. 3-            The Concluding Rites 
Dec. 5-            5:00 pm Christmas Food Box Project  
                        at Scott Ave Christian Church 
Dec. 10 -        No CYO – Christmas Concert 
Dec. 17-         Night of Service – Clean church and  
                       Christmas Party – might run late 
Dec. 24- Jan. 6 – No CYO – Enjoy Christmas Break 
 

St. Thomas School Trivia Night 
February 14, 2026 

St. Thomas School is busy planning for Trivia Night with 
some awesome auction items coming in! Registration 
forms will go out in a couple of weeks, so get your teams 
together! If you or the business you work for would like to 
be a sponsor or donate to the silent or live auction, that 
information will be coming out soon as well! Trivia Night 
has a Facebook page, so keep your eyes peeled for 
announcements, etc. 
 

Congratulations to these 4 St. Thomas School 
Graduates:  Kody Bergbower, Lucy Bierman, Kylie 
Higgs and Kahlin Michl for being named Illinois State 
Scholars!  Keep up the good work!! 

 

St. Thomas Advent Giving Tree 
 

This Advent St. Thomas Parish will be collecting 
monetary donations and gas cards to support the 
parish’s assistance efforts.  Since the beginning of the 
year, St. Thomas has provided $1,153.37 in assistance 
to those who needed help with utilities, rent, shelter, 
groceries, transportation and gas (please know that 
assistance is only provided after talking/meeting with 
the individual and then financial support is sent directly 
to the utility company, landlord, etc.) 
 

St. Thomas is blessed to have the resources to provide 
assistance, but there is a growing need in our 
community for financial support.  Your donations will 
allow us to better serve our community and to have 
these opportunities for evangelization. 
 

This Advent, we ask that you support our assistance 
efforts by participating in our Advent Giving Tree.  A 
basket of the different options for giving will be 
provided, and we invite you to take a slip of paper that 
best describes how you can help.  Then be sure to hang 
an ornament on the tree.  Each ornament that we place 
on our tree will represent someone or a family that we 
will be able to help.  As a parish family during this 
season of giving, let us decorate our giving tree not only 
with ornaments but also with our generosity. 
 

Thank you for helping us do what we do best…lending 
a helping hand to our brothers and sisters in need. 
 

Upcoming School Dates to Remember 
Nov. 30th:  Advent Begins   

Dec. 2nd:  Pick up Live wreaths, etc.   

Dec. 3rd:  Reindeer Visit  
 

Dec. 6th:  1st Communion/Confirmation 11:00  
 

Dec. 9th:  Meyer Twins Art  
 

Dec. 10th: Christmas Program 7:00  
 

Dec. 11th:  Advent Reconciliation 1:45  
 

Dec. 14th:  NCHS Pops Concert  
 

Dec 18th:  Boys’ Basketball/Cheer 8th grade night  
 

Dec. 19th:  End of 2nd Qt./Christmas Break begins  
 

Jan. 6th:  Students Return 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
For each new morning with its light, 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food, 
For love and friends, 
For everything thy goodness sends. 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you 

 

Please pray for the Sick: Janet Beavers, Steven 
Bierman, Chase Zumbahlen, Emma Rose Probst, 
Dale Harris, Jim Beauchamp, Naomi 

Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda 
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma 
Kocher, Randy Ochs, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare 
facilities/Book of Requests.  
 

Kindergarten Position 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School in Newton, IL 
is looking for a dedicated and energetic Kindergarten 
teacher to work with an amazing staff to help shape the 
futures of our youngest learners. We are a Catholic 
institution committed to providing a high-quality, faith-
focused education that fosters intellectual, social, and 
emotional growth.  

The Role: 
 Foster a safe and cooperative classroom environment 
where students can develop social and emotional skills.  
 Assess student performance and progress to ensure 
they are mastering key skills.  
 Maintain open and consistent communication with 
parents regarding their child’s development.  

Qualifications: 
 Bachelor's degree in Early Childhood Education or a 
related field.  
 Valid state teaching credential.  
 Passion for early childhood education and a love for 
working with young children. 
 

Thanksgiving Mass Times 
St. Thomas: 
Wednesday, November 26 @ 7:00 pm  
CYO leading lay ministries – please be here by 6:30 pm 
 

St. Mary: 
Thursday, November 27 @ 8:30 am 
 

Be sure to bring your item to be blessed for your 
Thanksgiving meal and remember to support the Jasper 
County Ministerial Association during the second 
collection! 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 

Father Pawel’s Address: For those who would like to 
send greetings for Christmas or just a note, please take 
to post office and mail to the following address: 
                               Fr Pawel Luczak 

          Sikorskiego, 53rd Street 
                               05-250 Radzymin, Poland 

What’s Trending on FORMED 
 

Rediscover the Meaning of Advent with Rooted 
In just 7 minutes a day, you can experience peace and 
spiritual growth with Rooted: Rediscover the Jesse 
Tree. Dive into Scripture, reflect on Christ’s ancestors, 
and prepare your heart for Christmas. Don’t miss this 
chance to bring the true spirit of Advent into your life! 
 

How to Advent:  Advent sometimes just feels like that 
time that is sandwiched between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas – life is hectic with Christmas shopping, 
parties, the school year ending, and so much more. But 
as Catholics – we really ought to enter into this season 
of joyful anticipation with purpose and intention! In 
How to Advent, we will discover the rich traditions that 
mark this season and how they aid us in preparing our 
hearts for the birth of the child Jesus at Christmas. 
Guided by priests, religious, professors, and a 
charismatic host, you will gain practical tips and 
spiritual reflection on the practices of the Advent 
calendar, Advent wreath, Jesse tree, and nativity scene. 
There are four episodes in this show that are between 12 
and 15 minutes. 
 

Ode to Saint Cecilia tells the dramatic story of a 
modest young woman from Rome whose life transcends 
time to influence poets, composers, sculptors, and 
painters. A patron saint to some, a muse to others, 
Cecilia has inspired George F. Handel, John Dryden, 
Henry Purcell, Stefan Maderno, John Waterhouse, Paul 
Simon, and scores of other artists over the past 20 
centuries. 
     Set against the backdrop of the great sacrifice of her 
martyrdom, Ode to Saint Cecilia is ultimately a 
celebration of the important role of the arts in showing 
us the love of God through profound beauty. 
 

Littlest Saints features the lives of the saints as told 
by kids. In each episode, a young child dons a habit, a 
cassock, a uniform, anything and everything, and acts 
out a different heavenly hero’s story, full of drama, 
comedy, and everything in between. Visit their website 
here: www.littlestsaints.com 

 

Our parish has a FORMED subscription. 
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name. 

 

March for Life in Washington DC  Jan 21-25, 2026 
A Vandalia group has rented 2 buses to go to 
Washington DC, Jan 21-25, for March for Life. If you 
are interested contact Diann Ruholl at  
217-663-2056 ASAP to learn more. Deadline Dec 1. 

 $200 deposit due Dec. 1st   
 Final $200 payment due Jan. 1st   
 Partial Funding can be requested 

Ages high school to adult welcome to participate. 



November 29-30, 2025 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption  
 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68 
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 

Tel:  618-455-3155 
         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org 

Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 
Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  

                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 

(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 First Saturday of the Month 

          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request 

 
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, December 1st, Advent Weekday  
Tuesday, December 2nd, Advent Weekday 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
    8:30a.m. – Mass (Int: Oscar & Marcella Strutner+) 
Wednesday, December 3rd, St Francis Xavier 
    6:30 p.m. – PSR 
Thursday, December 4th, St John Damascene 
     8:30 a.m. - Mass (Int: Elizabeth (Betty) Ochs+) 
    Home Visits with Fr Tomy 
Friday, December 5th, Advent Weekday 
Saturday, December 6th, St Nicholas 
    7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. – Adoration & 
Reconciliation 
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: For the Parish) 
  Confirmation & First Communion at Springfield 
Sunday, December 7th, 2nd Sunday of Advent 
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Paul Goebel+) 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of November 23, 2025 

Envelopes/Online giving            $     1,070.00 
Loose                                                    120.00 
                     Sub Total            $       1,190.00 
Campaign Justice & Hope                     40.00 
Haiti                                                       45.00 
                     Total                     $      1,275.00 

 

Advent Giving – Is your family looking for a project in 
the county to help with during the advent season.  The 
Jasper County Ministerial Association could use your 
help in preparing food baskets on Friday, December 5th 
at 5 pm.  They will be distributing them on Saturday, 
December 6th at 9am. This will take place at Scott 
Avenue Christian Church.  What a great way to give 
back to community!!  

 
           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – December 7, 2025 
Ushers:  Marvin Zwilling, John Uebinger, Paul 
Kaufmann 
Servers: Reed Kistner, Kinsey Barber,  
Wade Schackmann 
Lectors:  Nancy Ochs/ Mike Hartrich 
Gift Bearers: 3rd Grade Confirmation/ First 
Communion 
Eucharistic Ministers Rose Gangloff, Bridget Matson 
Elfrieda Kaufmann 
 

Advent Prayer – 1st week of Advent 
Gracious Savior, this week we begin the journey of 
Advent.  Help us to slow down, listen to your voice, and 
focus on what is really important.  We place our hope in 
you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth on 
Christmas. 
 

Father Pawel Address: For those who would like to 
send greetings for Christmas or just a note. 

You would need to take to post office and mail. 
                                Fr Pawel Luczak 

            Sikorskiego, 53rd Street 
                                05-250  Radzymin, Poland 
 

Prayer for Life: As we look back 
on the 40 days of this campaign, 
we reflect on our many blessings: 
44 churches and organizations in 
our region participated to fill the 

day with pro-life prayers… generous volunteers 
provided 110 hours of service at the Silk Purse Thrift 
Store, which supports the Family Life Center.  
Hundreds of people in our community prayed to protect 
all human life from conception to natural death!  


