March 29-30, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Lent

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:

St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
March 22-23. 2025 Collection

Envelopes $ 6,464.00
Loose $ 849.00
Subtotal $ 7,313.00
School Fund $ 1,400.00
Building Fund $ 360.00
Ash Wednesday $  1,135.00
Special Collections $ 385.00
Subtotal $ 3.280.00
Grand Total $ 10,593.00

This Week in Qur Parish
Monday, March 31, Lenten Weekday

Tuesday, April 1, Lenten Weekday

8:00 am Rosary

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Wednesday, April 2, St. Francis of Paola
8:30 am Mass (Int. Myrt McReynolds)

9:00 am Rosary Group

5:30 pm Youth Choir

6:00 pm School Board

6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary/St. Thomas CYO
7:00 pm CYO — Stations of the Cross Rosary

Thursday, April 3, Lenten Weekday

8:00 am Rosary

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

1:45 pm Student Reconciliation

3:00-5:00 pm St. Thomas Reconciliation Service

5:30 pm St. Mary Reconciliation Service

Friday, April 4, St. Isidore; First Friday, Home Visits

8:30 am All-School Mass (Int. Zola Klingler)
Adoration following until noon

2:30 pm Stations of the Cross

4:30 pm KC’s Fish Fry(St. Thomas Parish)

Sat., April 5, Lenten Weekday; First Saturday
at St. Mary
9:15 am I Thirst: Lent Book Discussion — meeting at
St. Mary following 8:30 am Mass

3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation

4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Dave Worman)
Sunday, April 6, Fifth Sunday of Lent

7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Barb Rauch)

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)

10:30 am Communion Service at Villas

St. Thomas Church February Tithe
February Tithe Income — $62,190.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $6,219.00

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Is 65:17-21 Jn 4:43-54
Tues.: Ez47:1-9, 12 Jn 5:1-16
Weds.:Is 49:8-15 Jn 5:17-30
Th.: Ex32:7-14 In 5:31-47
Fri.:. Wis2:1a.12-22 Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30
Sat.: Jer 11:18-20 Jn 7:40-53
Sun.: Ez37:12-14 Rom 8:8-11

Jn 11:1-45

St. Thomas Online Giving: Easily tithe with online
donations and no longer worry about envelopes. We
hope this is convenient for you! Just visit the church’s
website and click on the Online Giving link provided
under Online Stewardship. Thank you!!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas
(Except for First Saturday at St. Mary’s);
3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays at St. Thomas OR

by appointment

St. Therese of Lisieux, pray for us.




St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule.
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if
needed. Classes will be held in the choir area. Contact
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.

St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule

Saturday, April 5 @ 4:30 pm

OCIA Readings at each Mass
Lector: Luke Zuber
EM: Denisse Ochs, L. Hemrich, Kim Ochs, Wade Ochs
Servers: Emmalin Finley
Gift Bearers: Todd Ochs Family
Musicians: Nichole Mulvey & Kaitlyn Ochs
Greeters/Ushers: Brad Ochs

Sunday, April 6 @ 7:00 am

Lector: Nikki Bierman
EM: Paul/Katie Bierman, Brooke Woods, Jill Bierman
Servers: Blayke & Kyle Bierman
Gift Bearers: Steve Volk Family
Musicians: Five for the One
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long

Sunday, April 6 @ 10:00 am
Lector: Renee Gier
EM: Brad/Annie/Mallory Ochs, Dennis Weber
Servers: Levi Gier & Pete Weber
Gift Bearers: Jason Bierman Family
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anne Kuhl
Greeters/Ushers: Justin Probst

Catholic Heart Work Camp 2025
Bowling Green, KY; June 29-July 5

Participants: Jackson Baltzell, Audrey Beals, Alani
Bergbower, Lucy Bierman, Nathan Bierman, Maddie
Brummer, Cameron Davis, Ava Earnest, Brenly
Francis, Caroline Frohning, Lauren Gier, Allie
Hermann, Kylie Higgs, Alayna Ochs, Lexi Ochs, Oliver
Ochs, Hannah Phillips Claire Probst

Adult Chaperones: Jill Bierman, Paul Bierman, Annie
Ochs, Jeff Phillips

What are the Scrutinies in the OCIA?

These Rites are celebrated to help deliver the elect
(those who have not been baptized) from the power of
sin and Satan, to protect them against temptation, and to
give them strength in Christ, who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life (OCIA, 141). The Rites of Scrutiny are
meant to uncover, and then heal, all that is weak,
defective, or sinful in the elects’ hearts and to bring out
through repentance all that is upright, strong, and good.
Three Scrutinies are celebrated in the parish community
on the 3™, 4" and 5" Sunday’s of Lent, after the homily.
The Scripture readings for the Scrutinies are: the Gospel
story of the Samaritan Woman at the Well for the 1®
Scrutiny, the Gospel story of the Healing of the Man
Born Blind for the 2" Scrutiny, and the Gospel story of
the Raising of Lazarus for the 3™ Scrutiny. The
celebrations of the Scrutinies also remind the whole
parish community of the need to reflect on their own
sins and the need for God’s help.

In order for the entire parish community to participate
in the Scrutinies with our elect, we are celebrating all
Masses the last two weeks.

The readings on those Sundays will be taken from
Year A, so please use the Breaking Bread to find the
“Optional Year A Readings for Use With the OCIA.”

If you or someone you know has questions about the
Catholic faith or are thinking about becoming
Catholic, classes are ongoing throughout the year.
Please call phone #, email email, or check us out
online at Website for more information. It’s never too
late to join us!

First Friday Adoration at St. Thomas
April 4, 2025
You are invited to join St. Thomas for 8:30 am Mass
followed by Adoration until Noon.

The remaining Fridays of the month Adoration will
be held from 7:30 am — 8:15 am.

St. Thomas CYO Upcoming Schedule:

Meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm
Mar. 28" — Working KC’s Fish Fry
April 2" — Stations of the Cross Rosary at 7:00 pm
April 9" — Dress Rehearsal for Living Stations
Sunday, April 13" @ 6:30 pm Living Stations
April 16™ — Attend Living Stations at St. Mary
April 23" — Clean Church/Service Night
April 30" — End of year celebration

St. Thomas School Trashbag sales have begun. Please
be sure to order from School families and students if
your supply is running low! Order forms are due back
April 8th.

Easter Décor

Our beautiful Easter decorations are made possible
through your gifts to the Easter Décor Fund. If you’d
like to make a donation in the name of a loved one,
please place your gift in the collection basket in a plain
envelope marked “Easter Décor.” Please include a note
with names of those to be remembered. A prayer list
will then be published to help us remember all those
who have gone before us. Please have your gift turned
in by April 14 at Noon.

St. Thomas School Stations of the Cross
2:30 pm Friday afternoons throughout Lent led by
St. Thomas students




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

Q\N\‘ Please pray for the Sick:
Ayl Connie Brooks, Belinda Kuvicki, Carson
\' French, Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John
Probst, Donna Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol
Schafer, Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica
Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Delorse Johnson,
Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare facilities/Book of
Requests.

St. Thomas Parish Fish Fry — April 4th
Serving from 4:30 pm — 7:00 pm (or until sold out)
Newton KC Hall
Parishioners are asked to provide a dessert. If you
would like to volunteer to help at the fish fry please
contact the parish office 618-783-8741. Desserts can be
dropped off at the parish office that morning or the KC

Hall that afternoon. Thanks for your support!

Holy Week Schedule: April 17- April 20
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper
5:00 pm at St. Mary Adoration following
6:00 pm at St. Thomas Adoration following
Good Friday: The Passion of our Lord
5:00 pm at St. Thomas
6:00 pm at St. Mary
Holy Saturday: Vigil of Easter
7:00 pm at St. Thomas
Easter Sunday:
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas

"I Thirst" Lent Book Discussion. Join us as we walk
with Saint Mother Teresa throughout the season of Lent
with I Thirst: 40 Days with Mother Teresa. All are
invited to join us on Saturday mornings throughout
Lent. Contact 618-783-8741 to learn more.

The Council of Catholic women in the Mattoon
Deanery have selected supporting the EIU Newman
Center as their annual Mission Project. If you would
like to send a financial gift to support their Mission
Project, donations can be sent to MDCCW, Attn: Lori
Creek, 719 N. McClellan St., Sullivan, IL 61951. Your
support will help the EIU Newman Center create a space
in their basement for students to gather in study, small
groups, game night, etc. Thank you in advance for
supporting Catholic young adults.

Lent Reconciliation Services Scheduled for April 3
1:45 pm Student Reconciliation
3:00 pm St. Thomas Parish (All are welcome!)

5:30 pm St. Mary Parish (All are welcome!)

A Celebration of Life for Cathy Dasenbrock will be
held on Saturday, April 5", at 6:00 pm at the Newton
KC Hall. Mike, Chris, Yosha and family want to invite
all of you to remember and honor Cathy. Live music
will be part of the celebration of Cathy’s beautiful
life. They hope you will join them.

LENTEN REGULATIONS :
Abstinence: All the faithful who have reached 14
years of age are required to abstain from meat all the
Fridays of Lent.

Fasting: All the faithful between the ages of 18 and 59
inclusive are bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and on
Good Friday.

To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence
is seriously sinful. However, health and/or medical
needs dispense a person.

St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Sale
April 10% -11% 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
April 121 8:00 am - 11:00 am
Specials announced during the sale!!

Drop donations off April 7" -8, 8 am - 6 pm
All proceeds benefit
St Thomas School technology and improvements

A P OCIA: New Sessions Starting Soon!
O CI A If ﬁ/cl)u llljave been co(rjnillllg 1‘[o Mass for a
while, but are not Catholic, we invite
W' you to look deeper into the Catholic
faith. Come meet some of our faithful Catholics who
love the Lord and would consider it a privilege to get to
know you. Our parish will soon begin a set of sessions
to share the truth of our Catholic faith and the fellowship
of our church family. Contact our Parish Office at 618-
783-8741. We are waiting for YOU.

Illinois March for Life...WOW, what a day!! The
day started with Mass at
the UIS campus, followed
, by a rally that featured
NEWTON K of C #1704 many inspirational and
5] Yam LIFE - empowering speakers and
' - then the March. We can’t
thank  the Christian
Crusaders enough for leadmg us through the March. A
special thanks to those who participated and represented
our parishes: Linda Clinton, Brenly Francis, Lauren
Gier, Levi Gier, Linda Hemrich, Annie Ochs, Mallory
Ochs and Oliver Ochs. Thanks Diann Ruholl for being
a champion for life!




March 29-30, 2025

%.A |
” Fourth Sunday of Lent
St. Mary of the Assumption

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

Thank You — The family of Elizabeth (Betty) Ochs
appreciate the many gifts of food, cards, mass stipends,
and the donations to the Jasper County Cancer Fund in
memory of our mom. Thank you to Fr Pawel for the
time spent with the family as well as the celebration of
the funeral mass. Thank you to those of Meyer Funeral
Home: Lisa, Teresa, Jason, and Bruce. You all do well
keeping things peaceful. We also appreciate the funeral
dinner committee’s make the meal special for all of us.

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — April 6, 2025
Ushers: Jake Semple, Ethan Matson, Alex Kaufmann
Servers: Daniel Uebinger/Wade Schackmann
Lectors: Ashtyn Ochs/ Beth Hartrich
Gift Bearers: Bob & Carolyn Barthelme
E M’s: Norman Boehl, Lora Semple, Ben Ochs

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday

First Saturday of the Month
7:30am—-8:15am Eucharistic Adoration/Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request and
Available at St. Thomas Church 8-9 am Saturday

This Week in our Parish
Monday, March 31%, Lenten Weekday
Tuesday, April 1%, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. — Rosary
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Elizabeth “Betty” Ochs+)
Wednesday, April 2", Saint Francis of Paola
6:15 p.m. — Stations of the Cross/PSR
Thursday, April 379, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. — Rosary
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Romonna Ochs+)
5:30 p.m. — Reconciliation Service
Friday, April 4th, St Isidore
Saturday, April 5, St Vincent Ferrer
7:15 a.m. — 8:15 a.m. — Adoration & Reconciliation
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: For the Parish)
Sunday, April 6™, Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Sarah Semple+)

Ministers —We are in need of ministers for Holy Week
Holy Thursday — April 17- 5:00 p.m.

Servers — 2
Lectors — 2
Gift Bearers -

Eucharistic Ministers — 3
Good Friday — April 18®" —3:00 p.m.

Ushers - 3
Servers — 2
Lectors — 3

Eucharistic Minister — 1
If you can help with any of these ministries, please
e-mail or call the office.

Children’s Choir -Anyone who would
like to join St. Mary’s Children’s Choir
£ is welcome. Children should be at least a
a1 grader. The choir will sing on Easter
at the 8:30a.m. Mass. Please contact Sarah Boehl at 618-
562-8745 if your child would like to participate.

PSR. On April 16", PSR will begin at 6:30 p.m. with
Living Station being presented by the youth of the
parish at 7:00 p.m.

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of March 23, 2025

Envelopes $ 910.00
Loose 157.00
Sub Total $1,067.00

Haiti 45.00
Catholic Charities 80.00
Total $ 1,192.00

St Mary’s Church Tithe
February Tithe Income $8,030.00
10% Tithe to Springfield - $803.00

Celebration of Life — The family of Tom Schwartz
would like to invite you to attend a celebration of Life
in memory of Tom on April 12%, from 2:00 — 3:30 p.m.
at the Tuscan Hill Winery, Effingham, IL.

Events
4/3/25 — Parish Reconciliation Service — 5:30 p.m.
4/13/25-Living Stations—St Thomas CYO — 6:30 pm
4/16/25 — Living Stations by St Mary PSR — 7:00 pm
4/17/25 — Holy Thursday Services — 5:00 p.m.
4/18/25 — Good Friday Services — 6:00 p.m.
4/20/25 — Easter Services — 8:30 a.m.




