
October 11-12, 2025 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
October 4-5, 2025 Collection 

 

Envelopes                                               $        7,313.00 
Loose                                                      $          737.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       8,050.00 
School Fund                                            $         1,722.00 
Prop of Faith                                           $            20.00 
Centennial Campaign       $       1,230.00 
Black & Indian Collection                     $          525.00 
                  Subtotal                               $       3,497.00 

                  Grand Total                        $    11,547.00 
 

St. Thomas Church August Tithe 
August Tithe Income – $43,200.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $4,320.00 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

This Week in Our Parish 
Mon., Oct. 13, Weekday, Columbus Day;  
 Office Closed 
 Mary Evelyn Dhom Funeral Dinner 
 6:30 pm Gospel of Mark Bible Study Conclusion   

Tuesday, October 14, St. Callistus 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
 6:00 pm Joint Pastoral Council Meeting    

Weds., October 15, St. Teresa of Jesus 
 8:30 am Class Mass (Int. Petronilla Volk) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group  
 5:30 pm Musicians/Youth Choir Meeting and  
                Appreciation 
 6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary’s /CYO at St. Thomas   

Thursday, October 16, St. Hedwig; St. Margaret  
                                                               Mary Alacoque 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s  
     

Friday, October 17, St. Ignatius; No School 
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
 8:30 am Mass (Barry & Erin(Sparks) Bergbower and 
                           Mary Evelyn Dhom)   

Sat., Oct. 18, St. Luke; Dcn. Scott Sparks Assisting   
                                              with Masses this weekend 
  8:00 am – 9:00 am Reconciliation 
  9:15 am Cleaning Church 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Joseph Klinger)               
 

Sunday, October 19, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
                           Laity Sunday, World Mission Sunday 
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Philip Kuhl) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  
11:15 am OCIA 

 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
 

Mon.: Rom 1:1-7                    Lk 11:29-32      
Tues.: Rom 1:16-25                    Lk 11:37-41             
Weds.:Rom 2:1-11                                            Lk 11:42-46 

Th.:             Rom 3:21-30                               Lk 11:47-54 
Fri.:    Rom 4:1-8                                           Lk 12:1-7                                      
Sat.:    2 Tm 4:10-17b                                   Lk 10:1-9 

Sun.:   Ex 17:8-13          2Tm 3:14-4:2           Lk 18:1-8 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule. 
February 1, June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by 
appointment if needed.  Classes will be held in the choir 
area.  Contact the parish office at 618-783-8741 to 
register or schedule an appointment.   



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, October 18 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Lynn Wilson 
EM: Wanda Kocher, Kaitlyn Ochs, Glenda Spiker,   
        Alice Addis 
Servers: Emmalin Finley, Emily Beals, Megan Farley 
Gift Bearers: Ronnie & Patti Ochs 
Musicians: Five for the One  
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster 

Sunday, October 19 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Sara Bergbower 
EM: Theresa Volk, Eliza Muska, Allison Weber,  
        Brooke Woods      
Servers: Caleb Kistner, Emalee Kistner, Jace Bergbower 
Gift Bearers: Seth Woods Family 
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Emma Hartrich 
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long 

Sunday, October 19 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Pat Mammoser 
EM: Dee Bower, Renee/Dylan Gier, Sara Mette 
Servers: Will Mette, Blake Gier, Levi Gier 
Gift Bearers: Tim Bower Family 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Jeff Finley 
Greeters/Ushers:  
 

50+ Anniversary Mass & Brunch: This year's Mass & 
brunch will be on Sunday, October 26!  Seats for mass will 
be reserved in the front of the middle 2 sections.  Fr. Tomy 
will be giving a special Blessing to all couples during the 
mass.  The Brunch will follow in the Parish Center 
immediately after mass.  Invitations have been sent 
out.  Reservations are recommended.  RSVP Glenda 
Spiker via text:  618-554-3663 or email 
at spikerfarms@gmail.com  If you do not receive an 
invitation this week please contact Glenda. 
 

Supporting Those in Need!  The need for assistance in 
our local community is real.  Assistance with utilities, rent, 
gas, etc. is a request we receive often.  Be watching for 
opportunities in the near future to support an assistance 
fund at St. Thomas. Details coming soon! 
 

A special thank you to Fr. Tomy, St. Thomas Parish, 
family and friends for all the cards, phone calls, written 
messages and good food during the week of my birthday.  
Your kindness means so much to me.  May God bless all 
of you.                                                  Lena Richardson 
 

 
 

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember  
Oct. 13/17 –  No School 
Oct. 14  – 6:00 pm Girls Bball @ St. Anthony 
Oct. 15/16 – P/T Conferences 
Oct. 16 - 6:00 pm Girls Bball @ Paris May 
Oct. 18 – Cross Country State 

A Message from Fr. Pawel 
Dear second grade class,  
     Thank you very much for the beautiful card you 
made for me for Priesthood Sunday. Your kind gesture 
and all signatures truly touched my heart. It means so 
much to me to know that you are praying and waiting 
for my return! I am counting down the days for my 
return. There are around 250 days left. We all need to 
be patient.  
     Being a priest for me it's a great joy and a message 
like yours reminds me how special it is for me to serve 
such a wonderful school. Let us all be patient and use 
our time together to grow in faith. 
     Don't forget to keep smiling, learning and never 
forget about Jesus' love! Thank you, 2nd graders! 
                                     Best regards, Fr. Pawel Luczak 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

 

Please pray for the Sick: Steven Bierman, 
Florent Ochs, Chase Zumbahlen, Emma Rose 
Probst, Dale Harris, Charles Sroka, Jim 

Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, 
Carson French, Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, Carol 
Schafer, Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica 
Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in 
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.  
 

Rest in Peace: Arthur Michels & Mary Evelyn Dhom  
 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School admits 
students of any race, color, sex or national and ethnic 
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and 
activities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school. It does not discriminate based on 
race, color, sex, or national and ethnic origin in the 
administration of its educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarships and loan programs, and athletic 
and school administered programs. Our schools do 
reserve all their rights as religious entities in accord with 
the teachings of the Catholic Church, the protections of 
the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and the 
Illinois Religious Freedom Restoration Act 775 ILCS 
35/. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
Wednesday, October 22 @ 6:30 pm 

Our Lady of the Rosary Procession and Devotion 
Starting and concluding at St. Thomas Church 

Everyone welcome! 
Be sure to bring any special Marian items to carry with 

you during the procession as we honor Mary. 
More information to follow 

 

Spiritual Adoption of a Seminarian 
 

National Vocation Awareness Week 
November 2-8, 2025 

Celebrating October 20-26 in our parishes 
 

Opportunities will be available at both St. Thomas and 
St. Mary to Spiritually adopt a Seminarian.   
Watch upcoming bulletins for more details! 

 

40 Days of Prayer Campaign for Life 
Join people of faith across our nation to 
pray, fast, and serve to protect all life. 

 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 22 Adoration at St. Thomas 
immediately following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am 
with Benediction at 10:15 am.   

Soul Food  
By Fr. Tomy 

The Power of a Grateful Heart. 
     Today’s Gospel teaches us the power of gratitude, one 
of the simplest yet deepest expressions of faith. As Jesus 
journeys toward Jerusalem, He meets ten lepers — people 
doubly wounded: by disease and by rejection. Leprosy 
isolated them from family, worship, and society, leaving 
them lonely and forgotten. 
     Among the ten were both Jews and a Samaritan — 
groups normally divided by hostility. But suffering united 
them. Pain broke down walls of prejudice and pride. In 
their shared weakness, they discovered their common 
humanity. This reminds us that in our own brokenness and 
sin, we too are “lepers,” in need of God’s mercy. Jesus 
meets us where we are, listens to our cries, and invites us 
to healing. 
     The Church, therefore, must be a community of 
forgiven sinners walking together — a place of 
compassion, inclusion, and shared healing. When we walk 
humbly with one another, Christ walks among us. 
     Yet the heart of the story lies in the one leper who 
returned — a Samaritan, an outsider — to say “Thank 
you.” The others received healing but forgot the Giver. 
Gratitude, then, is not mere politeness but faith in action. 
It brings not only physical blessings but spiritual renewal. 
The grateful heart finds salvation. 
     The Eucharist itself means “thanksgiving.” Every 
Mass invites us to be that one grateful soul who kneels 
before Jesus and says, “Thank you, Lord.” The first 
reading about Naaman teaches the same truth: humility 
opens the door to healing. Gratitude flows from humility 
— the humble heart knows that all is grace. 
     We may be quick to say “thank you” outside our homes 
but forget within them. Gratitude must begin in our 
families — between spouses, parents, and children — for 
the simple, daily acts of love we often take for granted. 
Gratitude is the best attitude — the heart of every 
beatitude. It opens our eyes to God’s presence in those 
who love and serve us each day. 

Three Practical Ways to Live Gratitude: 
1) Begin and end each day with thanks. 
Every morning and night, pause to thank God for three 
blessings. Gratitude grows when we name our blessings. 
2) Express gratitude aloud and often. 
Say thank you to your spouse, children, coworkers, or 
anyone who serves you. Gratitude spoken aloud 
multiplies joy. 
3) Turn gratitude into service. 
Let your thanksgiving lead to action — help someone, 
write a note, or volunteer. Service says to God, “Thank 
you for all you have given me.” 
     Let us not be among the nine who forgot, but among 
the one who remembered. Gratitude transforms healing 
into holiness and blessings into love. 



October 11-12, 2025 
28th  Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

 
St. Mary of the Assumption  

 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68 
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 

Tel:  618-455-3155 
         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org 

Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 
Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  

                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 

(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 First Saturday of the Month 

          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request 

 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, October 13th, Weekday 
  6:30 p.m. – Bible Study Conclusion    
Tuesday, October 14th, St Callistus I 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
    8:30a.m. – Mass (Int: Orville Schmidt+) 
   Fr Tomy will be in the office 9:15 a.m. - Noon 
Wednesday, October 15th, St Teresa of Jesus 
      6:30 p.m. – PSR/Rosary – in church  
      6:30 p.m. – Parent Hospitality Session 
Thurs., Oct. 16th, St Hedwig & St Margaret Mary 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. - Mass (Int: Arthur & Ellen Hunzinger+) 
     6:30 p.m.- Finance Council 
Friday, October 17th, St Ignatius 
Saturday, October 18th, St Luke 
Sunday, October 19th, 29th Sunday Ord. Time 
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Linda Barnes+) 

 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of October 5, 2025 
Envelopes/Online giving         $      1,764.00 
Loose                                                  278.00 
                     Total                   $      2,042.0               

St. Mary’s American Red Cross Blood Drive will be 
held on October 13th in the parish center from 

2pm – 6pm.  Please come and give the gift of life! 
 

The St. Mary’s Pastoral Council needs one more 
member for a 2-year term. Meetings are every other 
month. Please consider becoming a member of the 
council. If interested, please contact the parish office or 
Janet Hartrich.  
 

           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – October 19, 2025 
Ushers:  Maynard Kaufmann, Jacob Kaufmann,  
Kelby Ochs 
Servers: Gavin Semple/Charlee Hartrich/ 
 Daniel Uebinger 
Lectors:  Rose Gangloff/Lora Ochs 
Gift Bearers: Tony & Janet Hartrich 
E Ms Ben Ochs, Lisa Ochs, Lora Semple 
   

PSR HELP NEEDED!! 
Kindergarten PSR teacher NEEDED this school year!  

Please contact the Parish office or Marie Wagner at 
618-754-3388 if interested. 

 

Thank You – The family of Vicki Kocher wishes to 
express their sincere gratitude for the love and support 
shown by St Mary’s church during their time of loss. 
Thank you to Fr. Tomy, all who helped to make the 
mass beautiful and to the ladies of the parish who helped 
with the meal. Your comforting prayers, presence and 
the beautiful service were a great blessing to us!  
 

Events 
October 12th – St Thomas Church Picnic – 4pm – 
7:30 pm – Food – Games – Live Music & Raffles 
October 13th – St Mary’s Blood Drive – St Mary’s 
parish center 2pm – 6pm 
October 16th – Finance Council meeting – 6:30 pm 
October 19th, - St Joseph Church - Olney 
Smorgasbord  & Bazaar- 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
October 22nd – Candlelight Rosary Procession – St 
Thomas Church – 6:30 p.m.  
 

Happy 70th Anniversary!!  
On October 15th, Ralph and Georgianna Weber will 
celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary.  They were 
married at St Mary’s by Fr George Windsor.  Ralph 
and Toots (as most people call her) will be having a 
family celebration and would enjoy receiving cards. 
Their address is – Ralph & Georgianna Weber 
                  5588 N Wakefield Rd 
                  Newton, IL 62448 


