
:00 May 24-25, 2025 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
May 3-4, 2025 Collection 

 

Envelopes                                               $         5,902.00 
Loose                                                      $           641.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       6,543.00 
School Fund                                            $             330.00 
Centennial Campaign                              $          140.00  
Catholic Home Missions                         $            20.00  
                  Subtotal                               $         490.00                    

                  Grand Total                        $       7,033.00 
 
April ACH Payments                           $      2,246.00  
April Pushpay online giving                $      3,222.17 

 

St. Thomas Church March Tithe 
March Tithe Income – $50,040.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $5,004.00 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Mon., May 26, St. Philip Neri; Memorial Day 
 9:00 am St. Mary Cemetery Mass   

Tuesday, May 27, St. Augustine of Canterbury 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:30 am Funeral Mass for Ed Yager    

Wednesday, May 28, Easter Weekday 
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Rosemary Bergbower) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group       

Thursday, May 29, St. Paul VI 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
 6:00 pm Finance Council meeting    

Friday, May 30, Easter Weekday 
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Clara Kocher)    

Saturday, May 31, Visitation of the Bl. Virgin Mary 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Liv.  & Dec. of  
                                               Oliver Emmerich Family) 
 

Sunday, June 1, The Ascension of the Lord  
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Betty Frohning) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  

 
 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: Acts 16:11-15                  Jn 15:26-16:4a       
Tues.: Acts 16:22-34                                   Jn 16:5-11              
Weds.:Acts 17:15,22-18:1                          Jn 16:12-15 

Th.:             Acts 18:1-8                                      Jn 16:16-20 
Fri.:    Acts 18:9-18                                     Jn 16:20-23 
Sat.:    Zeph 3:14-18a                                    Lk 1:39-56 
Sun.:   Acts 1:1-11        Eph 1:17-23           Lk 24:46-53 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule. 
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.   
 

Victim Assistance Contact Information: 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 

Call 217-321-1155 
 

St. Isidore the Farmer, pray for us 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, May 31 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Lori TeVault 
EM: Denisse Ochs, Wanda Kocher, Ramon Kocher,  
        Glenda Spiker 
Servers: Brooke Farley & Emmalin Finley 
Gift Bearers: Ronnie & Patti Ochs 
Musicians: Tammy Page & Debbie Matson 
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler 

Sunday, June 1 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Sarah Hemrich 
EM: Allison Weber, Brooke Woods, Becky Shamhart,  
        Gus Bierman  
Servers: Brady Francis & Kinsley Kerner 
Gift Bearers: Steve Volk Family 
Musicians: Five for the One  
Greeters/Ushers: Mark Vahling 

Sunday, June 1 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Ginger Robins 
EM: Charlie/Jan Schackmann, Jenny/Nick Bierman 
Servers: Claire Schackmann & Adria Bierman 
Gift Bearers: John Bower Family 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anne Kuhl 
Greeters/Ushers: John Stone 

 

Congratulations, Anna Niebrugge, the daughter of 
Chad and Erin (Schackmann) Niebrugge who was 
recently baptized this past Sunday morning at the 10:00 
am Mass at St. Thomas.  Godparents are Eric 
Schackmann & Nichole Walters.  

 

The family of Inis Kistner Probst would like to thank 
everyone for their kindness at the time of her 
death.  Father Pawel, the mass was wonderful, Lucy, 
Lily, and Vicki, the music was beautiful, and the dinner 
with all the salads and desserts was absolutely 
perfect.  Thank you so much ladies!  Thank you also to 
all of you who took the time to send a text, make a phone 
call, send a card/flowers or attend her services. Your 
kindness won't be forgotten. 

 

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV 
Faithful God, 

You guide us on the path of life  
and your goodness is our constant companion. 

Be with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, 
in his service of the Church. 

Fill him with the power of your Spirit, 
the peace of your presence 

and the compassion of Christ. 
May he walk with you, 

in wisdom and humility, 
and lead us, together with all God’s people, 

to embody your love for the world. 
Amen. 

The St. Thomas Angels Group is requesting 
volunteers to help lead our group.  We started this 
group in November of 2014 to fill a much-needed 
ministry in our parish.  Ruth Kerner, Sue Sparks and 
Kay Ochs have been leading the group since its 
inception and have said they are resigning as of June 
30th.   The Angel members are an awesome group to 
work with and always willing to donate their time and 
talent to the group.  Some of the things that the Angels 
do include: 

 Organizing the Wine Tasting  
 Gifting Crosses to newlyweds 
 Assisting with funeral luncheons 
 Preparing a meal for St. Thomas teachers on 

the evening of the open house 
 Giving welcome baskets to new parish families  
 Taking cookies to shut-ins at Christmas and     

Flowers/candy to shut-ins on Mother's Day and 
Father's Day 

 Organizing an annual 50+ Anniversary party  
 Donating to the youth of our parish going to  

Catholic Heart Work Camp 
 Mailing sympathy, get well, & special birthday 

cards to parishioners   
 Providing gas cards to assist with travel to 

doctor’s appointments for those who are ill 
 Sponsoring a blood drive 
 Gifting Crucifixes to OCIA participants 
 Giving baby blankets for newly baptized  
 Assisting with going away and welcome parties 

for new priests  
 Providing cookies for special events 

Anyone willing to help lead the group to continue these 
worthwhile projects, please contact Kay at 618-843-
8249 or Sue at 618-783-3533.  Thank you. 

 

 Thank you, Mrs. Kathy 
Pitcher, for your years of teaching 
First Grade at St.  Thomas School.  
Mrs. Pitcher has been with us 
since 2001!!  She has retired after 
almost 24 years of dedicating her 

teaching career to our children.  Thank you for your 
dedication and the impact that you made in the lives of 
so many students!  We wish you a fulfilling retirement! 

 

Congratulations!  Fr. Paul recently recognized the 
Distinguished Graduate and Exceptional Service 
awards. Terri Brewer was awarded the Distinguished 
Graduate Award and Linda Hemrich was presented the 
Exceptional Service Award. We are thankful for both of 
these ladies for their servant hearts and their dedication 
to our parish and school! 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

 

Please pray for the Sick: 
Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda 
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst, Donna 
Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer, Jim and 

Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney 
Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in 
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.   
Rest in Peace: Clara Kocher and Ed Yager 
 

 

Congratulations!  Deacon Charlie 
Delano and all who have been called 
by our Bishop to be ordained priests for 
our diocese on Saturday, May 24, 
2025.  
Deacon Charlie served in our parishes 
during the summers of 2021 & 2022 as 
a Seminarian.  Hopefully, he will return 

to offer Masses of thanksgiving in our parishes when 
time allows.  

  “Once you start asking God how to serve Him, you 
never know where He will take you. My time in 
seminary has been beyond anything I could have 

imagined or desired.”  – Deacon Charlie 
 

Welcome, Fr. Tomy Philip! 
 

Fr. Tomy Philip, SAC will be joining us June 25th and 
serving as our Pastor while Fr. Pawel is away.  Fr. Tomy 
is part of the Congregation of Pallottine Fathers and 
Brothers.  He was born on May 24, 1974, in the beautiful 
state of Kerala, India—rightly known as “God’s own 
country.” After his ordination on May 5, 2004, he 
served a year in India’s remote missions, enriching his 
pastoral skills and strengthening his commitment to 
serving communities in need. He then dedicated four 
years as the Vocation Director for his congregation, 
guiding young men in discerning their priestly call.  Fr. 
Tomy has spent time in Rome and has served as a Rector 
in a minor seminary in India all of which have fed his 
passions for teaching Theology and spirituality and 
working with youth.  Let us all offer him a warm 
welcome when he joins us in June! 

 

Deanery Prayer Vigil for Life.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend the Deanery Prayer Vigil for Life to Pray for 
the Protection of All Life at St. Aloysius Church in 
Bishop Creek on Friday, May 30.  Praying the Rosary 
will begin at 6:00 pm.  Fr. Juan Carlos Ruiz will be the 
celebrant for the 6:30 pm Mass.  The business meeting 
will follow in the parish hall.  Refreshments will be 
served while current pro-life issues and events are 
discussed. 

A Message from Fr. Pawel 
     Words cannot express my gratitude for your 
presence and support during the celebration of my 40th 
birthday and the 5th anniversary of my ordination. Your 
prayers, kind words, and joyful participation in the Mass 
and reception made the day incredibly special to me. 
     Thank you for showing up, especially despite the 
unfavorable weather. Your presence reminded me once 
again of the beauty of parish life—how faith, friendship, 
and shared joy come together in such meaningful ways. 
Thank you for your thoughtful wishes and generous 

presents. 
     A special word of thanks to everyone who helped 
organize and support both receptions at St. Thomas and 
St. Mary. Your time, effort, and care have made the 
celebrations warm, welcoming, and joyful. I am deeply 
grateful for all you did to organize such memorable 
occasions. 
     Please know how truly blessed I feel to be among 
you. You are always in my daily prayers. 
                                              With love and prayers, 
                                               Father Paul 
 

Congratulations, Mrs. Jill Bierman!  Mrs. Jill 
Bierman, our very own St. Thomas School Principal, 
was recently presented the Hometown Hero Award for 
the month of May.  The award was presented by 
representatives of the Jasper County Chamber of 
Commerce.  Thank you for all that you do to support St. 
Thomas School, Church and the community! 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 
As our parishes have begun to recite the St. Michael prayer 
after Mass to ask for protection against evil and spiritual 
warfare, here's a little backstory to the powerful recitation.        

Surprisingly, there's a small connection to our new Holy 
Father, Leo XIV.  The prayer was composed in 1884 by 
his namesake predecessor, Pope Leo XIII.  According to 
accounts, after celebrating Mass, Pope Leo XIII had a 
profound spiritual vision (dream) of God and Satan having 
a conversation. Satan told God that he could destroy the 
Church within 75-100 years. (Challenge accepted!) After 
the vision, Pope Leo composed the St. Michael prayer as 
a protection (against the wickedness and snares of the 
devil) for the Church. The prayer was recited after every 
Mass but in 1964, following the Second Vatican Council, 
the requirement to say the prayer after Mass was dropped.      

However, many Catholics and parishes have revived the 
prayer in recent decades after a resurgence of more 
traditional (pre-Vatican 2) practices and growing concerns 
about evil and spiritual challenges in the world. Recent 
popes, including John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis, 
have expressed support for devotion to St. Michael and 
spiritual vigilance. 



May 24-25, 2025 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
St. Mary of the Assumption  

 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68  
     Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459    Tel:  618-455-3155 

         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  
                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 First Saturday of the Month 

          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request  
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, May 26th, St Phillip 
Tuesday, May 27th, St Augustine of Canterbury 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Sam & Linda Zuber+) 
Wednesday, May 28th, Easter Weekday   
Thursday, May 29th, St Paul VI 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary  
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Special Intention+) 
Friday, May 30th, Easter Weekday 
Sat., May 31st, Visitation of the Bl. Virgin Mary 
Sunday, Juen 1st, Seventh Sunday of Easter 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Don & Betty Ochs+) 
 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of May 18, 2025 
Envelopes                                 $   2,013.00 
Loose                                                171.00 
                    Sub Total            $    2,184.00 
Catholic Communication Campaign  40.00 
Haiti                                                    70.00 

                                        Total           $    2,294.00 

St Mary’s Church Tithe 
April Tithe Income $14,440.00 

10% Tithe to Springfield - $1,440.00  
 
           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – June 1, 2025 
Ushers:  Ethan Griffith, Roger Hemrich, 
 Marvin Zwilling 
Servers: Charlee Hartrich/ Alivia Hartrich 
Lectors: Beth Hartrich/ Mike Hartrich 
Gift Bearers: Tony & Janet Hartrich 
Eucharistic Ministers: Tony Hartrich, Norman Boehl 
Lora Semple 
 

Congratulations!! 
To all our parish graduates! 

God made you for 
a very special purpose 

in this place, and at this time. 
You have just the right talents, 

and the right heart 
to make a difference in the world. 

This is you moment, 
God Bless you on your Way! 

 

St Mary’s Family Life  
Graduation Breakfast 

June 1, 2025 after Mass 
Graduation season is upon us, and the Family Life 
committee would like to honor all graduates of St 
Mary’s Parish. Including those from 8th grade, High 
School, College, Trade School, and any other graduates. 
The graduates & their families are invited to breakfast 
after mass.  Please call the parish office or Lora Semple 
at 618-783-9256 to RSVP by May 27, 2025.   
 

Picnic Raffle 
The work has begun on the picnic raffle for this year’s 
picnic.  If you or any individual or business would like 
to donate to the raffle, please call the parish office or 
Elaine Zwilling (618) 843-0800 by June 2nd.  If you 
donated last year, you will be contacted soon!! 
 

Events 
6/1/25 – Graduation Breakfast – St Mary’s Parish 
Center – after 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Victim Assistance Contact Information: 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 

Call 217-321-1155 


