March 22-23, 2025
Third Sunday of Lent

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:
St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
March 8-9. 2025 Collection

Envelopes $ 6,464.00
Loose $ 849.00
Subtotal $ 7,313.00
School Fund $ 1,400.00
Building Fund $ 360.00
Ash Wednesday $  1,135.00
Special Collections $ 385.00
Subtotal $ 3.280.00
Grand Total $ 10,593.00

This Week in Qur Parish
Monday, March 24, Lenten Weekday

Tuesday, March 25, Annunciation of the Lord
Illinois Pro-Life March in Springfield

St. Thomas Parish Office - Closed

8:00 am Rosary

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Wednesday, March 26, Lenten Weekday
8:30 am Mass (Int. Cathy Dasenbrock)
9:00 am Rosary Group

5:30 pm Youth Choir

6:00 pm St. Thomas Booster Club

6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary/St. Thomas CYO
7:00 pm CYO - Stations of the Cross

Thursday, March 27, Lenten Weekday
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Friday, March 28, Lenten Weekday
7:30 am — 8:15 am Adoration
8:30 am All-School Mass (Int. Mike Lustig)
2:30 pm Stations of the Cross
4:30 pm KC’s Fish Fry(St. Thomas CYO)
Sat., March 29, Lenten Weekday
8:00 am -9:00 am Reconciliation
9:00 am I Thirst: Lent Book Discussion — meeting in
St. Thomas parish center
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Norbert Klingler)
Sunday, March 23, Fourth Sunday of Lent;
Laetare Sunday
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Paul Brummer)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas

St. Thomas Church February Tithe
February Tithe Income — $62,190.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $6,219.00

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

St. Thomas Online Giving: Easily tithe with online
donations and no longer worry about envelopes. We
hope this is convenient for you! Just visit the church’s
website and click on the Online Giving link provided
under Online Stewardship. Thank you!!

Mon.: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b Lk 4:24-30
Tues.: Is 7:10-14; 8:10 Heb 10:4-10
Lk 1:26-38
Weds.:Dt 4:1,5-9 Mt 5:17-19
Th.: Jer 7:23-28 Lk 11:14-23
Fri.: Hos 14:2-10 Mk 12:28-34
Sat.: Hos 6:1-6 Lk 18:9-14
Sun.: 1Sam 16:1b,6-7,10-13a Eph 5:8-14
Jn 9:1-41
Pray for us, St. Patrick

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION

Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas
(Except for First Saturday at St. Mary’s);
3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays at St. Thomas OR
by appointment




St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule.
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if
needed. Classes will be held in the choir area. Contact
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.

St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule

Saturday, March 29 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Lori Rauch
EM:Matt/Amanda Baltzell, Wanda Kocher, Lori TeVault
Servers: Carissa Barthelme & Brooke Farley
Gift Bearers: Gerald & Denisse Ochs
Musicians: Tammy Page & Debbie Matson
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster

Sunday, March 30 @ 7:00 am

Lector: Amy Hartrich
EM: Mark/Janet Vahling, Pam Francis, Eliza Muska
Servers: Addison & Avery Shamhart
Gift Bearers: Seth Woods Family
Musicians:
Greeters/Ushers: Ben Bierman

Sunday, March 30 @ 10:00 am
Lector(Readings for OCIA): Kylie Higgs
EM: Julie Higgs, Dylan Gier, Nikki Earnest,

Marissa Bower

Servers: Carlee Finn & Claire Schackmann
Gift Bearers: Charlie & Jan Schackmann
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anna Bierman
Greeters/Ushers: Mike Gier

St. Thomas CYO Upcoming Schedule:
Meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm

Mar. 26" — Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm

Mar. 28" — Working KC’s Fish Fry

April 2" — Stations of the Cross Rosary at 7:00 pm
April 9" — Dress Rehearsal for Living Stations
Sunday, April 13" @ 6:30 pm Living Stations
April 16™ — Attend Living Stations at St. Mary
April 2379 — Clean Church/Service Night

April 30" — End of year celebration

Catholic Heart Work Camp 2025
Bowling Green, KY; June 29-July 5

Those attending are selling Texas Roadhouse Rolls,
Cinnamon Butter and gift cards to help fund this
mission trip. Your items will be here in time for Easter!
Rolls are $8/dozen, $4/cinnamon butter, and gift cards
come in $25, $50, and $100 increments. Contact any of the
participants, including Jill Bierman, or the parish office to
place an order. Orders due March 28",

Participants: Jackson Baltzell, Audrey Beals, Alani
Bergbower, Lucy Bierman, Nathan Bierman, Maddie
Brummer, Cameron Davis, Ava Earnest, Brenly
Francis, Caroline Frohning, Lauren Gier, Allie
Hermann, Kylie Higgs, Alayna Ochs, Lexi Ochs, Oliver
Ochs, Hannah Phillips Claire Probst

Adult Chaperones: Jill Bierman, Paul Bierman, Annie
Ochs, Jeff Phillips

OCIA: As a parish family, let us continue to pray for
our Catechumens, Candidates, Sponsors, and teachers
as they make this spiritual journey together. Be sure to
welcome them and be a source of support along their
journey.

Catechumens: Colin Creadore, Lea Creadore, Matthew
Creadore, Aaron Helm, Simon Helm, Sutton Helm,
Bryar Marlow

Candidates: Katie Helm, Katelyn Larson, Will May

Welcome new lay ministers! Thanks so much to Mike
Geier and Tyler Spiker, our new Lectors, and Lisa
Geier, Mallory Ochs and Brooke Woods, our new
Eucharistic Ministers!! We greatly appreciate their
interest in taking an active part in the Mass. Thanks to
all of our lay ministers! Mass could not go smoothly
without you.

First Friday Adoration at St. Thomas
April 4, 2025
You are invited to join St. Thomas for 8:30 am Mass
followed by Adoration until Noon.

The remaining Fridays of the month Adoration will
be held from 7:30 am — 8:15 am.

The family of Myrtle McReynolds appreciate the kind
words, cards, and food in the passing of our
Mother. Special thanks to the St. Thomas Angels for
the delicious meal, to Vicki and Julie for the beautiful
music, to Bruce, Lisa, and Jason of Meyer Funeral
Home, and to Father Pawel for the special service laying
mom to rest.

St. Thomas Wine Tasting and Funeral Dishes. Please
pick up your dishes as soon as possible. Wine tasting
dishes are in the usher’s room at church while funeral
dinner dishes are still available in the parish center
kitchen. If your dishes are not picked up by March 21*,
they will be donated to the upcoming Gigantic Garage
Sale. Thank you for your cooperation!




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

Qin\‘ Please pray for the Sick:

i\i:? Connie Brooks, Belinda Kuvicki, Carson
French, Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John

Probst, Donna Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer,

Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch,

Whitney Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs;

those in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.

Consecration to Jesus through Mary.

Please contact the St. Thomas Parish
% office, 618-783-8741, if you are interested
_ in learning more!

Holy Week Schedule: April 17- April 20
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper
5:00 pm at St. Mary Adoration following
6:00 pm at St. Thomas Adoration following
Good Friday: The Passion of our Lord
5:00 pm at St. Thomas
6:00 pm at St. Mary
Holy Saturday: Vigil of Easter
7:00 pm at St. Thomas
Easter Sunday:
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas

"I Thirst" Lent Book Discussion. Join us as we walk
with Saint Mother Teresa throughout the season of Lent
with I Thirst: 40 Days with Mother Teresa accompanied
by a seven-part book discussion between Dr. Ben Akers
and Fr. Daniel Moloney. Throughout lent, they will dive
into Mother Teresa's spirituality, her teaching on prayer,
the life of faith, and much more. Interested? All are
invited to join us on Saturday mornings throughout Lent
and meeting at St. Thomas —9:00 am. Contact 618-783-
8741 to learn more.

Lent Reconciliation Services Scheduled for April 3
1:45 pm Student Reconciliation
3:00 pm St. Thomas Parish (All are welcome!)
6:30 pm St. Mary Parish (All are welcome!)

LENTEN REGULATIONS :
Abstinence: All the faithful who have reached 14
years of age are required to abstain from meat all the
Fridays of Lent.

Fasting: All the faithful between the ages of 18 and 59

inclusive are bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and on
Good Friday.

To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence
is seriously sinful. However, health and/or medical
needs dispense a person.

This Week on FORMED
The TRUTH About the Shroud of Turin w/Fr.
Robert Spitzer | Chris Stefanick Show
The Shroud of Turin is the subject of a lot of rumors,
myths and controversies — maybe you’ve heard some
of them yourself and don’t know what to believe.
That’s why this week I hosted Fr. Robert Spitzer, a
Jesuit scientist and scholar on the Shroud of Turin. He
offered some amazing facts about the Shroud, including
what we can learn about the Crucifixion from what we
see on the cloth. We also talked about the infamous
carbon dating claims (they’ve been scientifically
debunked).
If you’ve ever wondered how seriously we can take the
Shroud of Turin, you have to see this episode!

The Trials of Saint Patrick

The Trials of Saint Patrick is the epic story of one man's
spiritual odyssey through hardship and loss, mercy, and
forgiveness. Dramatized with a fresh boldness by the
Augustine Institute Radio Theatre, the characters will
come alive through the talents of dozens of
accomplished, award-winning actors, combined with
cinematic sound and music. Your imagination will be
quickened. Your heart will be inspired.

Due to the intense nature of St. Patrick's story, parental
guidance is suggested.

A A P\ OCIA: New Sessions Starting Soon!
O CIA If }i{(l)u léave been cocrlqitlllgltio Mass‘ foT a
~ while, but are not Catholic, we invite
V'S you to look deeper into the Catholic
faith. Come meet some of our faithful Catholics who
love the Lord and would consider it a privilege to get to
know you. Our parish will soon begin a set of sessions
to share the truth of our Catholic faith and the fellowship
of our church family. Contact our Parish Office at
(Phone #). We are waiting for YOU.

St. Thomas Gigantic Garage Sale
April 10t -11% 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
April 12% 8:00 am - 11:00 am

Specials announced during the sale!!

Drop donations off April 7" -8, 8 am - 6 pm
All proceeds benefit
St Thomas School technology and improvements

Illinois Pro-Life March takes center stage in
Springfield — On Tuesday, March 25, you are invited to
join thousands of pro-life advocates, at the Illinois Pro-
Life March.




March 22-23, 2025

Third Sunday of Lent

St. Mary of the Assumption Church

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak

(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller

Office Manager: Denisse Ochs

PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

St Mary’s Church Tithe
January Tithe Income $30,454.00
10% Tithe to Springfield - $3,054.00

Rest in Peace, Betty Ochs, whose services were held
this week. May her family find comfort and peace in
our prayers.

Ministers —Volunteers are needed for the Holy Week
services, please call or e-mail Denisse ASAP.

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — March 30, 2025
Ushers: Bob Barthelme, Alex Kaufmann, Owen Ochs
Servers: Charlee Hartrich/ Alivia Hartrich
Lectors: Beth Hartrich/Ashtyn Ochs
Gift Bearers: Anita Griffith Family
EMs: Lora Semple, Maynard Kaufmann, Lisa Ochs

Picnic Committee Meeting — March 25" @ 7p.m. in
the Parish Center

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday

First Saturday of the Month
7:30am—-8:15am Eucharistic Adoration/Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request and
Available at St. Thomas Church 8-9 am Saturday

PSR - Beginning Wednesday, March 12t thru April
16™ the PSR will begin in church at 6:15pm with
Stations of the Cross. The students will be doing the
stations and all families, parishioners and those who
would like to attend are welcome. Living Station will be
presented by the youth of the parish on April 16™.

Why not make this a part of your Lenten journey?

This Week in our Parish

Monday, March 24, Lenten Weekday
Tuesday, March 25%, The Annunciation of the Lord

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Arthur Yost+)
Wednesday, March 26", Lenten Weekday

6:15 p.m. — Stations of the Cross/PSR
Thursday, March 27", Lenten Weekday

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Teresa Dunphy+)
Friday, March 28", Lenten Weekday
Saturday, March 29th, Lenten Weekday
Sunday, March 30, Fourth Sunday of Lent

8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Gary Griffith+)

Lenten Reflection
God of times and season,
you have brought us again to Lent-
for the study of your Word,
for the remembrance of the temptation of your Son,
and for the contemplation of his cross.
Grant us a Lenten blessing, and may no one miss this
time of growth.

Greetings from Haiti — St Louis Parish, Quartier-
Morin, Haiti would like to extend a gracious Thank You
to the parish of St Mary’s for the continued financial &
spiritual support. May God continue to bless you! Fr
Gabriel

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of March 16, 2025

Envelopes $ 745.00
Loose 102.00
Sub Total $ 847.00

Haiti 115.00
Catholic Charities 240.00
Church Eastern/Central Europe 20.00
Total $ 1,222.00

Events
3/25/25 — Picnic Meeting @ 7pm in Parish Center
3/12/25 — 4/16/2025 — Stations of the cross at 6:15pm
at St Mary’s Church
4/3/25 — Parish Reconciliation Service — 6:30 p.m.
4/13/25 —Living Stations—St Thomas CYO — 6:30 pm
4/16/25 — Living Stations by St Mary PSR — 7:00 pm
4/17/25 — Holy Thursday Services — 5:00 p.m.
4/18/25 — Good Friday Services — 6:00 p.m.
4/20/25 — Easter Services — 8:30 a.m.




