
February 7-8, 2026 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
January 1-February 1, 2026 Collection 

Envelopes                                               $        7,960.00 
Loose                                                      $          316.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $        8,276.00 
School Fund                                            $             715.00 
Centennial Campaign                             $       1,120.00 
Latin America                                        $          265.00 
Ash Wednesday                                      $            70.00 
Catholic Times                                        $          118.00 
                  Subtotal                               $       2,288.00 

                  Grand Total                        $     10,564.00 
 

 

St. Thomas Church December Tithe 
December Tithe Income – $64,160.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $6,416.00 

This Week in Our Parish 
Feb. 7th-14th World Marriage Week 

 

Monday, February 9, Weekday    

Tuesday, February 10, St. Scholastica 
  8:00 am Rosary 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary 
 

Wednesday, February 11, Our Lady Lourdes;  
                                                    World Day of the Sick 
  8:30 am Class Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Jeff Kerner) 
   9:00 am Rosary 
  5:30 pm Youth Choir 
  6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary/St. Thomas CYO    

Thursday, February 12, Weekday; Lincoln’s Birthday 
  8:00 a.m. - Rosary 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary  
 

Friday, February 13, Weekday 
  7:30 -8:15 am Adoration 
  8:30 am All-School Mass-St. T. (Int. Philip Kuhl) 
 

Saturday, February 14, Sts Cyril & Methodius 
  8:00 am - 9:00 am Reconciliation 
  9:00 am Cleaning Church 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. T. (Int. Rosemary Bergbower)  
  5:00 pm Doors Open – Trivia Night     

Sunday, February 15, Sixth Sunday in Ord. Time   
   7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas 
                 (Int: Melvin Kistner and Inis Kistner Probst)        
   8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
   9:30 am Rosary 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  
11:15 am OCIA 

 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: 1 Kgs 8:1-7,9-13                Mk 6:53-56           
Tues.: 1 Kgs 8:22-23,27-30                   Mk 7:1-13            
Weds.:1 Kgs 10:1-10                                  Mk 7:14-23      
Th.:               1 Kgs 11:4-13                                                                        Mk 7:24-30       
Fri.:     1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19                        Mk 7:31-37  
Sat.:     1Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34               Mk 8:1-10 

Sun.:    Sir 15:15-20      1 Cor 2:6-10        Mt 5:17-37 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule. 
June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
the parish office at 618-783-8741 to register or schedule 
an appointment.   



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, February 14 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Lynn Wilson 
EM:Wade Ochs, Matt/Amanda Baltzell, Glenda Spiker 
Servers: 1) Megan Farley, 2) Emmalin Finley 
Gift Bearers:  
Musicians: Tammy Page & Mallory Einhorn 
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster 

Sunday, February 15 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Carol Bough 
EM: Eliza Muska, Sheryl/Allison Brummer 
Servers: Caleb/Emalee Kistner, Jace Bergbower 
Gift Bearers: Craig Shamhart Family 
Musicians: Vicki Mullen 
Greeters/Ushers: Ben Bierman 
 

Sunday, February 15 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Kevin Parker 
EM: Brad/Mallory Ochs, Julie/Kylie Higgs 
Servers: Lane Zumbahlen, Claire Schackmann,  
              Dominic Ochs 
Gift Bearers: Brad Ochs Family 
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Jeff Finley 
Greeters/Ushers: Mike Gier 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas CYO Meeting Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
February 11 – World Day of the Sick – visit Villas, 
Newton Care Center with Ukelele Group and Master’s 
Hands 
February 18 – Ash Wednesday – Attend Mass 
February 25 – Planning Living Stations of the Cross 

 

A Note of Thanks 
A special thanks to Donna Kuhl who very recently 
helped replace several of the covers that protect the 
missals that we use at every Mass.  Thanks to Donna for 
taking the time to help us maintain these very important 
liturgical books containing all the prayers, chants, 
readings, and instructions for celebrating the Mass. This 
resource for the faithful provides guidance, text, 
readings and devotions, so it is important that all of us 
use the missals with care as we also use them to 
participate more deeply in the Mass. 

 
 

Save the Date 
Family Life Center Breakfast 

Sunday, March 8th, serving 8-12 
St. Thomas Parish Center 

Sausage, eggs and pancakes           plus bake sale! 
 

St. Thomas Church Cleaning Crew will be reporting 
for duty this Saturday morning at 9:00 am.  Thanks to 
all those who participate in this very important ministry 
for our church! 
 

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL INFORMATIONAL & 
PRE-REGISTRATION MEETING 

 

St. Thomas School in Newton will be holding a 
kindergarten and new student informational pre-
registration night on Wednesday, March 4th, 2026.  
 

If you have any questions or would like to learn more, 
please contact Mrs. Bierman at 618-783-3517 or by 
email at jillbierman@stthomassaints.com. 

 

The family of Don Ochs would like to thank Father 
Tomy Philip for the wonderful mass and vigil service 
celebrating Don's life. The music by Five for the One 
was absolutely beautiful. Thank you, Julie French, 
Cathy Lewis, Vickie Keller, Mike Dasenbrock, and Joe 
Hemrich, for sharing your amazing talent during the 
service. Thank you to the St. Thomas Angel's group, 
coordinated by Alice Addis, and the ladies of the parish 
for providing the delicious desserts served at the funeral 
dinner. Thank you, Jason Meyer and the staff of Meyer 
Funeral Home, for helping us plan the service and for 
making sure everything was taken care of for us. Thank 
you to the ladies at Ginger's Garden and Gifts for 
making the beautiful flower arrangements. We 
appreciate all the calls, texts, cards, food, flowers and 
gifts sent us and the memorial donations made to St. 
Thomas School. We are truly grateful for everyone's 
kindness, generosity, and compassion. 

 

St. Thomas School is now accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Graduate Award. This award is a 
chance to recognize and honor a St. Thomas School 
graduate for all they have given back to the community, 
school, and/or parish. 
 

St. Thomas School is also accepting nominations for 
the Exceptional Service Award. Nominees for this 
award are those individuals who have tirelessly given of 
their time, talent and/or treasure to better St. Thomas 
School and/or St. Thomas Parish. The nominee does not 
have to be a graduate of St. Thomas school or a member 
of St. Thomas parish, but an unceasing advocate for our 
school and/or parish. 
 

Please see this weekend’s bulletin insert for details. 
 

 Ash Wednesday Mass Schedule 
February 18, 2026 

8:30 am All-School Mass at  
St. Thomas, Newton 

5:30 pm at St. Mary, Ste. Marie 
7:00 pm at St. Thomas, Newton 

St. Thomas lay ministers are encouraged to sign up for 
the available ministries by contacting the parish office 
or by using Ministry Scheduler Pro.  Thanks! 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you 

 

Please pray for the Sick: Lorraine Yager, Doug 
Page, Eretria Vera Lou Cummins, Wesley 
Atkins, Janet Beavers, Steven Bierman, Chase 

Zumbahlen, Emma Rose Probst, Dale Harris, Jim 
Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki, 
Carson French, Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma Kocher, 
Randy Ochs, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare 
facilities/Book of Requests.    

 

 

 

 

Soul Food 
By Fr. Tomy 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
     On a quiet hillside near the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 
spoke words that were gentle yet demanding. They were 
words that asked for a choice—between light and 
darkness, between truth and illusion, between life with 
God and life without Him. 
     Looking at ordinary people—fishermen, sinners, the 
weak and unsure—Jesus says something extraordinary: 
“You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of 
the world.” Not you should be, not try to become, but 
you are. Our Christian identity is not an optional label; 
it is a mission. 
     Jesus knows that two voices compete for our souls. 
One is His voice—gentle, truthful, life-giving. The 
other is the voice of the world—loud and attractive, 
promising momentary happiness without God. The 
world says, “Do whatever feels good.” Jesus says, “Do 
what gives life.” The world says, “Think of yourself 
first.” Jesus says, “Love, even when it costs.” The 
greatest deception today is the belief that we can live 
fully without God. It leaves people smiling on the 
outside but empty within. 
     Jesus tells us the world needs salt. Salt is small and 
almost invisible, yet without it food is tasteless. In 
Jesus’ time, salt preserved food from corruption. In the 
same way, our faith is meant to preserve the world—not 
with arguments or anger, but with goodness, honesty, 
forgiveness, and mercy. Isaiah tells us what this looks 
like: sharing bread with the hungry, caring for the poor, 
removing harsh words and injustice. Then God 
promises, “Your light shall rise in the darkness.” Salt 
works quietly, disappearing into the food. Christians are 
called not to dominate, but to transform. 
     Jesus also calls us light. Light does not argue with 
darkness; it simply shines, and darkness retreats. Faith 
is personal, but never private. When we stay close to 
Jesus—especially in the Eucharist—His light flows 
through us. Saint Paul understood this when he said, “I 
decided to know nothing except Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified.” The Cross, which looks like weakness, 

becomes the greatest light. When we stay close to it, 
suffering does not destroy us; it transforms us. 
Jesus knows our struggles and wounds, and still He 
says: “You are the salt. You are the light.” Not 
tomorrow. Now. So let me offer three very practical 
invitations—not ideas, but decisions of the heart. 
 

1. Choose one concrete act of goodness each 
day. Every morning, say: “Lord, today help me 
be salt for one person.” It may be a kind word, 
patience with a difficult person, or forgiveness 
instead of resentment. Small goodness changes 
history. 

2. Protect your light by staying close to Jesus. 
Decide to reconnect—or deepen—your 
relationship with Christ: Sunday Mass without 
excuses, a few minutes of daily prayer, regular 
confession. Light fades when we drift away. It 
burns bright when we stay close. 

3. Stop hiding your faith. Do not be ashamed to 
be Christian. Let your values be visible—in 
your family, workplace, and choices. You don’t 
need to preach. Just live in a way that makes 
people curious about God. 

     Jesus reminds us today: “Let your light shine 
before others.” The world will change only if we 
allow Jesus to change us. A small grain of salt 
transforms everything. A small flame pushes back the 
night. Amen. 

 

Consecration to Jesus  
Through Mary 

Join St. Thomas and St. Mary 
parishioners as we prepare for 
Marian Consecration and 
renewal. With great joy, we invite 
those interested to make 
a Consecration to Jesus through 

Mary using the 33 Days to Morning Glory, culminating 
on the Feast of the Annunciation—the day Mary gave 
her complete “yes” to God. This simple yet profound 
journey helps us entrust our lives to Mary, so that she 
may lead us more fully, lovingly, and faithfully to her 
Son, Jesus.  Many will be preparing to celebrate the 
one-year anniversary of their Consecration.  The 33 
Days to Morning Glory Do-It-Yourself Retreat will 
begin on Ash Wednesday, February 18th for those who 
want to renew their consecration and for those interested 
in Consecrating for the first time. The Retreat will 
conclude with Consecration and Renewal on March 
25th, the feast day of the Annunciation of the Lord, at 
the 8:30 am Mass at St. Thomas.  More details will be 
available in the near future.  Please call 618-783-8741 
by February 9th to learn more about how to get started.  



 
February 7-8, 2026   

5th Sunday in Ord. Time 
 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption  
 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68 
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 

Tel:  618-455-3155 
         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org 

Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 
Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  

                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Tomy Philip 

(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 First Saturday of the Month 

          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request 

 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, February 9th, Weekday 
Tuesday, February 10th, St Scholastica 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
    8:30a.m. – Mass (Int: Joe Zuber+) 
Wednesday, February 11th, Our Lady of Lourdes 
    6:30 p.m. – PSR 
Thursday, February 12th, Weekday 
    8:00 a.m. - Rosary 
    8:30 a.m. Mass (Int: Viola Keller+) 
Friday, February 13th, Weekday 
Saturday, February 14th, St Cyril 
Sunday, February 15th, 5th Sunday Ordinary Time 
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Alan R Ochs+) 
 

PSR – A reminder, if there is no school, PSR classes 
are also canceled.   

 
Mowing – We are accepting bids for the mowing of St 
Mary’s church grounds.  Griffith Lawn Service will no 
longer be mowing the church grounds, and we need of 
a replacement. If interested, please contact Maynard 
Kaufmann or the parish office.  

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of February 1, 2026 
Envelopes/Online giving            $      4,685.00  

        Loose                                                    404.00 
                     Sub Total            $       5,089.00 

        Catholic Times              132.00 
        Latin America                         325.00 

   Haiti                                                       55.00                                                   
                     Total                     $      5,601.00 

 

PreCana – 2026 – St Mary’s Church will be hosting the 
2026 PreCana session on March 14, 2026.  Registration 
has begun for all couples who will be getting married. 
Registration forms can be found on the church website 
– stemariechurch.org. Please fill out and return to the 
office by March 5, 2026. 
 

  Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – February 15, 2026 
Ushers:  Alex Kaufmann, Ethan Matson, Rodger 
Shamhart 
Servers: Henry Zumbahlen, Ellie Ochs, Jackson 
Zumbahlen 
Lectors: Seventh & Eighth Grade 
Gift Bearers: Seventh & Eighth Grade 
E Ms Tony Hartrich, Amy Frohning, Lisa Ochs 
 

St Mary’s Brunch 
Sunday, March 1, 2026     8am – Noon 

It is getting close to Brunch time! Donations are needed 
for ham, biscuit mix, coffee, fruit, and baked goods. 
Monetary donations are accepted to purchase the above 
items. Bakers, get those recipes ready to bake the 
delicious sweets that are needed for the Brunch.  To 
donate you can contact the parish office, or any of the 
following committee members – 

Amber Frohning – 618-783-1033 
Maria Zumbahlen – 618-554-2093 

Jessica Schackmann – 618-562-0321 
Gina Bahl – 217-821-0241 

Workers Lists are available in the back of church, 
they have also been e-mailed. 
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive – will be held at  
St Mary’s Parish Center on Monday, February 16th, 
from 2pm – 6pm.   Please come and give the gift of life!  
 

Area Events 
February 8 – Bend Community Breakfast 8am – noon  
February 16 – St Mary Blood Drive – 2pm – 6pm 
March 1 – St Mary’s Annual Brunch 8am - Noon 
March 8 – Family Life Center Breakfast – St. Thomas 
Parish Center – serving 8am - Noon  
March 14 – PreCana Session – St Mary’s Parish 
Center – 8:30 am – 


