March 21-March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Lent

RENEW
RECONCILE
REJOICE

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:

St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
March 14-15, 2026 Collection

Envelopes $  4,709.00
Loose $ 305.00

Subtotal $ 5,014.00
School Fund $ 70.00
Centennial Campaign $ 70.00
Catholic Relief Services $ 631.00
Other $ 395.00

Subtotal $ 1,166.00

Grand Total $ 6,180.00

St. Thomas Church February Tithe
February Tithe Income — $34,440.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $3,444.00

This Week in Qur Parish
Monday, March 23, St. Turibius of Mogroveo
Tuesday, March 24, St. Oscar Romero
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary

Wednesday, March 25, Annunciation of the Lord
8:30 am All-School Mass including Consecration to
Jesus Through Mary ceremony (Douglas Frichtl)
9:00 am Rosary
5:30 pm Night of Reconciliation; 6:00 pm Adoration
& Priests available for confessions

Thursday, March 26, Lenten Weekday
5:00 pm Rosary
5:30 pm Mass at St. Mary

Friday, March 27, Lenten Weekday; No School-St. T.

7:30 am — 8:00 am Adoration

8:10 am Stations of the Cross

8:30 am Mass-St. Thomas (Int. Liv & Dec of Linda
Poggenpohl Family)

4:30 pm St. Thomas Parish Fish Fry at KC Hall

Saturday, March 28, Lenten Weekday
8:00 am — 9:00 am Reconciliation
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int.: For the Parish)
Sunday, March 29, Palm Sunday
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int: Ronnie Ochs)
8:45 am Mass at St. Mary’s
9:30 am Rosary
10:30 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. LeRoy Schackmann)
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas
11:15 am OCIA

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62 Jn 8:1-11
Tues.: Nm 21:4-9 Jn 8:21-30
Weds.:Is 7:10-14;8:10  Heb 10:4-10 Lk 1:26-38
Th.: Gn17:3-9 Jn 8:51-59
Fri.: Jer20:10-13 Jn 10:31-42
Sat.: Ez37:21-28 Jn 11:45-56
Sun.: Mt21:1-11  Phil 2:6-11 Mt 26:14-27:66

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2026 Schedule.
June 7, and October 4 at 8:45 am or by appointment if
needed. Classes will be held in the choir area. Contact
the parish office at 618-783-8741 to register or schedule
an appointment.

Returning Home to the Father
A Night of Reconciliation

St Thomas the Apostle Church — Newton

March 25, 2026 5:30pm — 8pm




St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule
Saturday, March 28 @ 4:30 pm
Lector: Beth Ochs; Lori Rauch
EM: Wade Ochs, Mark Bolander, Alice Addis,
Ramon Kocher
Servers:Carissa Barthelme,Emmalin Finly,Megan Farley
Gift Bearers: Todd Ochs Family
Musicians: Tammy Page & Debbie Matson
Greeters/Ushers: Chris Rauch
Sunday, March 29 @ 7:00 am
Lector: Tony Weber, Amy Hartrich
EM: Mark/Janet Vahling, Sheryl Brummer, Paul Bierman
Servers: Will Hartrich, Elizabeth Brummer, Kyle Bierman
Gift Bearers: Seth Woods Family
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Katie Shamhart
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long
Sunday, March 29 @ 10:.30 am
Lector: Marissa Bower; Mike Geier
EM: Dennis Weber, Julie Higgs, Dee Bower
Servers: Pete Weber, Claire Schackmann, Patrick Bower
Gift Bearers: Jim & Ginger Robins Family
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Jeff Finley
Greeters/Ushers: Jacob Jahraus

St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you

Q\ Please pray for the Sick: Roger Sugrue,
\: Lorraine Yager, Eretria Cummins, Wesley
b » Atkins, Janet Beavers, Steven Bierman, Chase
Zumbahlen, Emma Probst, Dale Harris, Jim
Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda Kubicki,
Carol Schafer, Jim/Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs,
Ted/Susie Ochs; those in healthcare facilities/Book of
Requests. Rest in Peace: Paul Schafer

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School
Job Posting: Middle School Math Teacher
Starting: 2026-2027 School Year

St. Thomas is accepting credentials for the position of
Middle School Math teacher/6th Grade Homeroom.
Practicing Catholics preferred, but not required. All
interested individuals should submit resume’,
application (found at stthomassaints.com), copy of
license(s), letter(s) of reference and transcripts to:

St. Thomas School, Attn: Mrs. Jill Bierman, Principal
306 W. Jourdan St. - Newton, IL 62448 or
jillbierman@stthomassaints.com
Please feel free to email or call Mrs. Bierman
(618) 783-3517, if you have any questions.
Deadline to apply: April 24th, 2026

Palm Sunday; Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday with Procession:
St. T.: Sat., 4:30 pm, & Sun. 7:00 am & 10:30 am
St. Mary: Sun., 8:45 am
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper
6:30 pm at St. Mary  Adoration following
6:30 pm at St. Thomas Adoration following
Good Friday: The Passion of our Lord
3:00 pm at St. Mary & 6:30 pm at St. Thomas with
Stations of the Cross at 5:45 pm
Holy Saturday: Vigil of Easter
7:00 pm at St. Thomas
Easter Sunday:
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas

Mt. Calvary’s and St. Peters’ Cemeteries reminder:
Please no ground decorations during mowing season in
order to prevent issues with decorations being in the
path of the mower and causing problems. Also note that
decorations that have been on display for an extended
period of time will be cleaned up and removed. Thank
you for your assistance and cooperation!

St. Thomas Prom Mass
Saturday, April 25, at 4:00 pm

E’TB‘ J

Easter Décor

Our beautiful Easter decorations are made possible
through your gifts to the Easter Décor Fund. If you’d
like to make a donation in the name of a loved one,
please place your gift in the collection basket in a plain
envelope marked “Easter Décor.” Please include a note
with names of those to be remembered. A prayer list
will be published. Please have your gift turned in by
March 30™ at Noon.

St. Thomas Parish Fish Fry — March 27th
Serving from 4:30 pm — 7:00 pm (or until sold out)
Newton KC Hall
Parishioners are asked to provide a dessert. Desserts
can be dropped off at the parish office that morning or

the KC Hall that afternoon. Thanks for your support!

Mark your calendars for June 28, 2026.
St. Thomas will celebrate the feast day of their Patron
Saint, St. Thomas the Apostle.
More details to follow.

LENTEN REGULATIONS:
1. ABSTINENCE - Everyone 14 years of age and over is
bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the
Fridays of Lent.
2. FAST - Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is
required to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
3. To disregard completely the law of fast and
abstinence is seriously sinful.




Soul Food by Fr. Tomy
Jesus does not do funerals. He does resurrections.

As we come to the 5th Sunday of Lent, the Church
places before us one of the most powerful moments in
the Gospel — the raising of Lazarus in Gospel of John
chapter 11. This is not just a miracle story; it is a
revelation and a turning point. Here, Jesus begins to set
the stage for His own death and resurrection.

Amid grief, confusion, and our cry, “Lord, where were
you?”, Jesus meets our pain with the profound truth that
He is not merely a giver of life but “the resurrection and
the life” — the very source of life itself.

Then comes the climax. Jesus stands before a tomb
— a place of death, finality, and sealed hope — and
cries out, “Lazarus, come out!”” And the dead man walks
out. This reveals something essential: Jesus does not do
funerals. He does resurrections.

But this Gospel is not only about Lazarus. It is about
each of us. Where is the tomb in your life? What part of
your life feels dead, buried, or hopeless? It could be a
broken relationship, a cold marriage, an unhealed
wound, an addiction, a lifeless faith, or a heart closed to
God and others. Sometimes even materialism or
selfishness quietly drains life within us.

Yet today, Jesus stands before your tomb. He does
not condemn or walk away. He calls your name and
says, “Come out.”

The second reading from the Letter to the Romans
reminds us that the Spirit who raised Jesus from the
dead lives in us. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC 1017) teaches that we believe in the true
resurrection of this very body. This is real. And as Pope
Francis reminds us, the resurrection is our greatest hope
because it assures us that sin, evil, and death do not have
the final word.

As Catholics, we believe Jesus rose from the dead,
raised Lazarus, and will raise us. Our life is not limited
to this world; we are made for eternity. But resurrection
is not only for the future — it begins now. Jesus wants
to bring life into the dead areas of our lives today.

So, what do we do with this Gospel? Let me leave you

with three simple but powerful steps for this week:

1. Name your tomb. Be honest before God. What is that
one area in your life that feels dead or lifeless? Don’t
avoid it. Don’t hide it. Bring it into the light.

2. Meet Jesus there in prayer Every day, take just 5
minutes: * Read John 10 (“I came that they may have
life””) « Slowly reflect on John 11. Sit in silence. Hold a
crucifix if you can. Let it remind you: He gave His life
to give you new life. Then speak to Him — simply and

honestly: “Jesus, bring life into this part of my life.”
And ask a saint to pray with you.

3. Come out through the Sacrament. Do not stay in
the tomb. Come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Because confession is not about guilt — it is about
resurrection. It is where stones are rolled away. It is
where Jesus calls you out into freedom.

As we approach Holy Week, remember we do not
simply believe that Jesus raised Lazarus — we believe
He will raise us. Even now, He is calling us out of our
tombs.

Join St. Thomas and St. Mary at St. Thomas
Church on March 25th for a night of
Reconciliation!

The evening begins at 5:30pm with a presentation on the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed by Adoration.
All those participating are highly encouraged to attend
the presentation at 5:30pm before Adoration and
Confessions begin. During Adoration, 15 priests (Yes,
fifteen!) will be available to hear Confession. To help
break the fear and anxiety that many have towards the
Sacrament, we're taking you outside of the church and
into the open! For this event, we want to take you out of
the confessional and encounter the mercy of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation as it is: visible, unashamed,

open and accessible to everyone.

St. Thomas and St. Mary invite you to renew your
commitment to Christ, reconcile with our Father and
rejoice in His love and mercy on March 25th. We can't
wait to see you there!

St. Thomas CYO Presents
Living Stations of the Cross

Please join our St. Thomas high school youth as they
present the Living Stations of the Cross.

Palm Sunday evening, March 29" at 6:30 pm
This year they are trying something a little different and
will be praying the stations of the cross outside around
the church. We will begin under the awning at the main
entrance of church, and the final stations #9 - #14 will
be presented inside the church as we portray Jesus’ third
fall through his burial in the tomb. Please note that if
you have limitations that would keep you from
participating outside for the beginning of the Stations,
you are invited to be seated inside the church.

In case of inclement weather, The Stations will be
presented inside the church. Please join CYO for this
prayerful and powerful presentation of The Way of the
Cross as we walk with Jesus in his final moments.
Thank you for supporting our youth and joining them in
prayer as we enter Holy Week.




March 21-March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Lent

RENEW
RECONCILE
REJOICE

St. Mary of the Assumption
112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459
Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of March 15, 2026

Envelopes/Online giving § 1,270.00
Loose 166.00
Sub Total $ 1,436.00
Catholic Relief 80.00
Haiti 95.00
Total $ 1,611.00

PreCana — Thank you to the great team who lead the
Precana session held at St Mary’s last weekend, we
greatly appreciate them sharing with the 22 couple who
are preparing for the sacrament of marriage.

Many thanks to:

Mike & Renee Gier - Tony & Allison Weber
Jim & Ginger Robins - Mike & Lisa Geier
Ben & Erica Zuber
Fr Jayke White

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — March 29, 2026
Ushers: Bob Barthelme, Jacob Kaufmann
Jake Semple
Servers: Henry Zumbahlen, Jackson Zumbahlen,
Clay Frohning
Lectors: Rose Gangloff/Nicholas Zwilling
Gift Bearers: Dan Hartrich Family
E Ms Norman Boehl, Tony Hartrich, Amy Frohning

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

This Week in our Parish

Monday, March 2374, St Turibius
Tuesday, March 24", St Oscar Romero

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: Eugene & Maxine Hartrich+)
Wednesday, March 25%, Annunciation of the Lord

NO PSR

5:30 pm — Night of Reconciliation at St Thomas
Thursday, March 26", Lenten Weekday

5:00 p.m. - Rosary

5:30 p.m. Mass (Int: Tony & Jane Zwilling+)
Friday, March 27% — Lenten Weekday
Saturday, March 28th, Lenten Weekday
Sunday, March 29" — Palm Sunday

8:45 a.m. — Mass (Int: Paul Goebel+)

PSR — No classes on March 25%, students are asked to
attend the Reconciliation night at St Thomas. Classes
will be held on April 1% with stations at 6:15pm.

Easter Flower Memorial — Please have donation in by
March 31, so they can be published in the Easter
weekend bulletin.

Living Stations — due to unforeseen circumstances, the
living stations will not be held at St Mary’s this year,
but we look forward to preparing for them again next

year. They are being held at St Thomas in Newton and

at Holy Cross in Wendelin.
understanding and support.

Thank you for your

Happy Birthday — Evelyn Kocher will be celebrating !
her 90" birthday on April 9", an open house is being :
held at the American Legion in Sainte Marie on April |
12" from 2-4pm. Cards may be sent to Evelyn Kocher, |
7423 N 2100 St, Willow Hill, IL 62480 I

Area Events

March 23 — St Mary/St Thomas Pastoral Council
meeting at St Thomas — 6pm

March 24 — Picnic Committee Meeting — 7:00 pm
March 25 — A Night of Reconciliation —

St Thomas the Apostle Church — 5:30 pm — 8 pm
March 29 — Living Stations — St Thomas Church —
CYO - 6:30pm




