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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
April 26-27, 2025 Collection 

Envelopes                                               $         8,056.00 
Loose                                                      $           411.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       8,467.00 
School Fund                                            $                40.00 
Holy Land                                               $          330.00  
Seminarians                                            $            70.00 
Easter                                                      $       1,095.00  
                  Subtotal                               $      1,535.00                    

                  Grand Total                        $     10,002.00 

 
St. Thomas Church March Tithe 
March Tithe Income – $39,950.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $3,995.00 

This Week in Our Parish 
Monday, May 5, Easter Weekday 
 6:30 pm Angels meeting in parish center 
 

Tuesday, May 6, Easter Weekday 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Wednesday, May 7, Easter Weekday    
 8:30 am Class Mass (Int. Joseph & Petronilla Volk) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group      

Thursday, May 8, Easter Weekday  
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Friday, May 9, Easter Weekday 
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
 8:30 am All-School Mass (Int. Delbert Schmidt) 
 

Sat., May 10, St. Damien de Veuster 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For all Moms) 
 

Sunday, May 11, Fourth Sunday of Easter;  
      Mother’s Day; World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For all Moms) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For all Moms) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  

 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
Mon.: Acts 6:8-15                        Jn 6:22-29       
Tues.: Acts 7:51-8:1a                                  Jn 6:30-35               
Weds.:Acts 8:1b-8                                         Jn 6:35-40 

Th.:             Acts 8:26-40                                      Jn 6:44-51 
Fri.:    Acts 9:1-20                                        Jn 6:52-59 
Sat.:    Acts 9:31-42                                       Jn 6:60-69 
Sun.:   Acts 13:14,43-52   Rv 7:9,14b-17   Jn 10:27-30  

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule. 
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.   
 

Project Rachel:  Help for women and men to heal from 
the pain of abortion.  For assistance call 1-877-
RACHEL-5. 
 

Attention college students! Take your faith with you to 
school! The Newman community at your school would 
love to connect with you and help you continue your 
faith journey while away at college. To find out more 
about the Newman program at your school, 
visit newmanministry.com/.  



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, May 10 @ 4:30 pm  

Lector: Beth Ochs 
EM: Lori TeVault, Kimberly/Kaitlyn Ochs,  
        Wanda Kocher 
Servers: Carissa Barthelme & Brooke Farley 
Gift Bearers: Todd Ochs Family 
Musicians: Tammy Page & Mallory Bolander 
Greeters/Ushers: Vic Klingler 

Sunday, May 11 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Tony Weber 
EM: Allison Weber, Brooke Woods, Pam Francis,     
        Sarah Hemrich 
Servers: Brady Francis & Kinsley Kerner 
Gift Bearers: Seth Woods Family 
Musicians: Jeff Finley & Lucy Bierman 
Greeters/Ushers: Brian Brummer 

Sunday, May 11 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Tracey Bower 
EM: Dee Bower, Matt Bower, Sara Mette,  
        Mallory Ochs 
Servers: Will Mette & Dominic Ochs 
Gift Bearers: Brad Ochs Family 
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Jennelle Hinterscher 
Greeters/Ushers: Justin Probst 

 

Welcome Mrs. Kelsey (Bloomberg) Millsap.  St. 
Thomas has hired Mrs. Kelsey (Bloomberg) Millsap for 
the 1st grade position for next year.  She will be 
stepping in for Mrs. Pitcher on her retirement.  She and 
Ryan have 3 beautiful daughters and live in 
Newton.  She will make a wonderful addition to our 
already exemplary group of teachers! 
 

We are very excited and honored to have her join our 
school and parish family. Please keep her in your 
prayers as she and her family make this transition. 

 

St. Thomas CYO Upcoming Schedule: 
As we wrap up 
another faith-filled 
year of CYO, 
Jenny and Linda 
want to thank this 
amazing group of 
young adults!  

Thank you, Jenny for being such an important part of CYO 
the last 5 years!!  We are going to miss you!  
 

Congratulations…  
to our CYO Seniors! Nick Bierman, 
Weston Bierman, Cameron Davis, 
Drew Earnest, Alex Fritchley, Zach 
Fritchley, Caroline Frohning, Mallory 
Ochs, Jackson Sornberger, and Elias 
Weber 

BAPTISM: Congratulations, Mayalyn Irene Helm, 
infant daughter of Aaron and Katie (Parr) Helm who 
was baptized at the 10:00 am Mass on Sun., April 27 at 
St. Thomas.  Godparents are:  Pat and Becky Althoff 

 

Centennial Campaign Announcement 
Representatives from the St. Thomas Pastoral and 
Finance Councils will be speaking at each Mass this 
weekend to give an update on how our parish is moving 
forward with the Centennial Campaign. Thank you to 
the following parish representatives for sharing this 
update and helpful information with our parishioners: 
4:30 pm:  Lori TeVault and Chris Rauch 
7:00 am: Theresa Volk, Becky Shamhart and  
                Mark Hartrich 
10:00 am:  Mike Gier and Dennis Weber 

 

St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

 

Please pray for the Sick: 
Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda 
Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst, Donna 
Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer, Jim and 

Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney 
Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs; those in 
healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.   
 

 

Sending prayers through cards and letters.  Matilda 
Hemrich would love to hear from you.  Her new 
address is: Willow Brook Memory Care, 102 E. Blohm 
Ave., Apt #9, Effingham, IL  62401 

 

The BABY BOTTLE PROJECT is almost here!! 
Please be sure to stop in the gathering spaces of our 
parish churches on Mother’s Day to pick up a Baby 
Bottle. Please be generous and fill with your spare 
change and then return on Father’s Day.  All proceeds 
benefit the Family Life Center in Newton. Thanks! 

 

Jasper County Honey Do Ministries is making plans 
for the 2025 work week. The 2025 work week will be 
July 14-18.  It is not too early to start making plans to 
help. Contact your parish office to learn more about how 
you can help including assisting with the breakfast that 
we will host that Wednesday morning on July 16. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents weekend 
experiences for married couples Sign-up now! For more 
information or to apply, go to wwme.org or call Terry 
& Eric Engholm at 314-649-7317. Next ones: 

6/13/2025 – 6/15/2025, St. Peters, MO; 8/1/2025 – 
8/3/2025, Cape Girardeau, MO; 12/5/2025 – 
12/7/2025, St. Peters, MO 



OCIA: New Sessions Starting Soon!  If you have been 
coming to Mass for a while, but are 
not Catholic, we invite you to look 
deeper into the Catholic 
faith.  Come meet some of our 
faithful Catholics who love the Lord 

and would consider it a privilege to get to know 
you.  Our parish will soon begin a set of sessions to 
share the truth of our Catholic faith and the fellowship 
of our church family.  Contact our Parish Office at 618-
783-8741.  We are waiting for YOU. 
 

Thanks to the Knights of Columbus for ushering the 
youth attending the Mass prior to Prom. It is wonderful 
to see so many youth all dressed up and making church 
a priority before attending Prom!  
 

On FORMED 
Choosing a Pope: What REALLY Happens During 
a Papal Conclave | What Catholics Believe 
Join Dr. Scott Hefelfinger answers the most asked 
questions about how Catholics choose a new pope. 
What is a papal conclave? How does the voting process 
work? Can someone who isn’t a cardinal become pope? 
Why are cardinals locked in the Sistine Chapel? Learn 
the fascinating traditions, rules, and the role of the Holy 
Spirit in the election of a pope. 
 

Divine Mercy In the Second Greatest Story Ever 
Told (11 epsisodes) 
Renowned speaker and author Fr. Michael Gaitley tells 
the dramatic history of God's love and mercy as 
interwoven through the transformative message of St. 
Faustina, the miraculous appearance of Mary at Fatima, 
the witness of Maximilian Kolbe, and the world-
changing papacy of Pope St. John Paul II. Featuring the 
the vast panorama of God's work of mercy in the world 
unfolds as a story to be experienced. 

 

Radiating Joy: The Michelle Duppong Story 
Coming to Formed in May. 

In 2014, Michelle was unexpectedly diagnosed with 
cancer while serving as the Director of Adult Faith 
Formation for the Diocese of Bismarck. She battled the 
disease with perseverance and a docile spirit until 
December 25, 2015, when she passed away at the age of 
31. On November 1st, 2022, Bishop David Kagan 
celebrated the Opening Mass for the Cause of 
Canonization. 

Choosing a New Pope 
With the passing of our holy father, Pope Francis, some 
may wonder how a new Pope is chosen.  

 

When a Pope passes away (or resigns), a centuries-old 
process begins, called a conclave, to choose the next 
leader of the Catholic Church. This coming conclave is 
expected to begin around the second week of May.   

 

First, selectively chosen Cardinals under 80 years 
old from all over the world travel to Rome. After a 
period of mourning and prayer, they gather inside the 
famous Sistine Chapel and are locked in (literally) with 
no phones, no media, and in total secrecy from the 
outside world.  
 

The Cardinals vote by secret ballot, up to four times a 
day, until one candidate receives a 2/3 majority. 
If no one wins, they burn the ballots to send up black 
smoke from the chapel’s chimney: (No Pope yet!). 
When a new Pope is finally chosen, they burn the ballots 
to release white smoke and the bells of St. Peter’s 
Basilica ring out to the world.  

 

The new Pope then chooses a name and steps out onto 
the balcony for the famous announcement: 
"Habemus Papam!" ("We have a Pope!") 
He gives his first blessing as the new spiritual leader of 
over a billion Catholics around the globe. 
  

Carlo Acutis (3 May 1991 – 12 October 2006) was a 
British-born Italian teenager known for his devotion to 
the Eucharist, which became a core theme of his life 
prior to his death from leukemia at the age of 15 in 2006. 
In 2013, a cause for his canonization was opened. After 
a second miracle attributed to the intercession of Acutis 
was confirmed in May 2024, Pope Francis granted 
approval in July 2024 to continue forward 
with canonization, which was originally scheduled for 
27 April 2025, but since the death of Pope Francis on 21 
April 2025, his canonization will be postponed and will 
be declared by Pope Francis' successor.  Many 
resources are available especially on FORMED to learn 
more about this first Millennial Saint. 

 

Summer Immersion Experience with Dominican 
Sisters in Chicago – Single Catholic women ages 18 – 
45 are invited to participate in the Dominican Sisters’ 
Service Immersion Experience in Chicago. This unique 
opportunity allows participants to engage deeply with 
the mission and ministry of the Dominican Sisters while 
serving the local community and discerning their own 
path in faith and service. The event is scheduled for June 
21-25, 2025. Complete the interest form 
at springfieldop.org/summer. For more information call 
Sister Denise Glazik, OP, at 217-787-0481. 



May 3-4, 2025 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
St. Mary of the Assumption  

 

 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68  
     Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459    Tel:  618-455-3155 

         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  
                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 

 First Saturday of the Month 
7:30am–8:15am Eucharistic Adoration/Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
 

Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request and 
     Available at St. Thomas Church 8-9 am Saturday 
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, May 5th, Easter Weekday 
Tuesday, May 6th, Easter Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Marion Bahl+) 
Wednesday, May 7th, Easter Weekday    
    6:00 p.m. – Finance Council 
Thursday, May 8th, Easter Weekday 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary  
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Bob Helregel+) 
Friday, May 9th, Easter Weekday 
Saturday, May 10th, St John of Avila 
Sunday, May 11th, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Our Beloved Mothers) 
 

Mother’s Day Breakfast  
American Legion Post #932, Sainte Marie, IL 

Sunday, May 11, 2025;    Serving 7a.m. – Noon 
Menu – Whole Hog Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, 

Biscuits & Gravy, coffee, milk & Juice. 
Treat Mom to a great breakfast!  

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of April 27, 2025 
Envelopes                                 $   1,875.00 
Loose                                                 56.00 
                    Sub Total            $    1,931.00 
Haiti                                                    50.00 
Catholic Charities                               40.00 
Home Missions                                   35.00 
Seminary                                             45.00 
Easter Collection                                 25.00 

                                        Total           $    2,126.00 
St Mary’s Church Tithe 

March Tithe Income $17,754.00 
10% Tithe to Springfield - $1,774.00  

 
Rest in peace: Our prayers are for the families for 
comfort & peace. 
 

Douglas Hosselton, husband of Karen (Hahn) 
Hosselton, who was buried in St Mary’s cemetery this 
past week.  
 

Kerry Robert Lynch, grandson of Louis & Bernedette 
Reis, who passed away on April 26,2025 in Daytona 
Beach, FL.  
 
           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – May 11, 2025 
Ushers:  John Uebinger, Kelby Ochs, Ben Ochs 
Servers: Reed Kistner/ Clay Frohning 
Lectors: Mike Hartrich/ Nicholas Zwilling 
Gift Bearers: Jeff & Lisa Ochs Family 
Eucharistic Ministers: Janet Hartrich, Bridget Matson 
Lora Semple 
 

Thank You, PSR Teachers! 
 

Beth Hartrich  Amber Frohning 
Julie Shamhart  Kayla Semple 
Marie Wagner  Nancy Ochs 
Jenna Ochs  Lora Semple 
Becca Ochs  Sarah Boehl-Youth Grp 

 

We greatly appreciate each of you for the time you 
have given to further the religious education of the 
youth of our parishes. Thank you all so very much!! If 
you see any of these ladies, please extend a thank you 
to them for sharing their faith with the future leaders of 
our parishes!  
 

PSR registration for 2025-26 will begin in July.  
 

Events 
5/11/25 – American Legion – Mother’s Day 
Breakfast – serving 7am – Noon 
 

6/1/25 – Graduation Breakfast – St Mary’s Parish 
Center – after 8:30 a.m. mass. More info to come.  


