
June 7-8, 2025 
Pentecost Sunday 

 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

404 W. Jourdan,            Tel:  618-783-8741 
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-8742 

E-mail:  stthomaschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stthomasnewton.net 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak 
             (Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 

Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 
Office Manager:  Linda M. Hemrich  

Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Masses:  4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday 
 8:30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday 
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at 

reasonable time. 
 

St. Thomas School Office: 
St. Thomas School Principal:  Jill Bierman 

School Secretary:  Lori Smith 
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26    Tel: 618-783-3517              
Newton, Illinois 62448          Fax:  618-783-2224 

E-Mail:  jillbierman@stthomassaints.com 
Website:  www.stthomassaints.com  

 
 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  OFFERING 
May 31-June 1, 2025 Collection- 

 

Envelopes                                               $         6,986.00 
Loose                                                      $        1,268.00 
                 Subtotal                                 $       8,254.00 
School Fund                                            $             590.00 
Centennial Campaign       $          615.00 
Ascension                                                $          316.00 
G.I.F.T.                                                   $            50.00  
Other                                                       $            20.00 
                  Subtotal                               $      1,591.00                    

                  Grand Total                        $       9,845.00 
 

St. Thomas Church April Tithe 
April Tithe Income – $59,928.00 

10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $5,993.00 
 

St. Isidore the Farmer, pray for us 

This Week in Our Parish 
Fr. Pawel leaves for Poland June 16th. 

 

Mon., June 9, Bl. Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church    

Tuesday, June 10, Weekday 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s    

Wednesday, June 11, St. Barnabas 
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Special Intention) 
 9:00 am Rosary Group       

Thursday, June 12, Weekday 
 8:00 am Rosary 
 8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s      

Fri., June 13, St. Anthony of Padua 
 8:30 am Mass (Int. Mike Mulvey)     

Saturday, June 14, Weekday 
  7:30 am – 8:15 am Adoration 
  3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Marilyn Fritchley)                        

Sunday, June 15, The Most Holy Trinity;  
                                                                  Father’s Day 
  7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For All Dads) 
  8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s 
10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For All Dads) 
10:30 am Communion Service at Villas  

 
 

This Week’s Scripture Readings: 
 

Mon.: Gn 3:9-15,20                     Jn 19:25-34       
 

Tues.: 2 Cor 1:18-22                                   Mt 5:13-16              
 

Weds.:Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3                     Mt 5:20-26 

 

Th.:             2 Cor 3:15-4:1,3-6                           Mt 5:20-26 
 

Fri.:    2 Cor 4:7-15                                      Mt 5:27-32 
 

Sat.:    2 Cor 5:14-21                                     Mt 5:33-37 
 

Sun.:   Prv 8:22-31           Rom 5:1-5          Jn 16:12-15 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except 
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays 
at St. Thomas OR by appointment 

 

St. Thomas Pre-baptismal Class 2025 Schedule. 
June 1 and October 5 at 8:45 am or by appointment if 
needed.  Classes will be held in the choir area.  Contact 
618-783-8741 to register or schedule an appointment.   
 

 
Victim Assistance Contact Information: 

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 
Call 217-321-1155 

 



St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule  
 

Saturday, June 14 @ 4:30 pm  
 

Lector: Beth Ochs 
EM: Brad/Kim/Kaitlyn Ochs, Lori Rauch 
Servers: Emmalin Finley & Brooke Farley 
Gift Bearers: Gerald & Denisse Ochs 
Musicians: Tammy Page & Mallory Bolander 
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster 
 

Sunday, June 15 @ 7:00 am 
Lector: Sara Bergbower 
EM: Linda Hemrich, Jill/Lucy Bierman, Janet Vahling 
Servers:  
Gift Bearers: Nick & Sarah Hemrich 
Musicians: Vicki Mullen & Kinsley Kerner 
Greeters/Ushers: Mark Vahling 
 

Sunday, June 15 @ 10:00 am 
Lector: Kevin Parker 
EM: Becky Parker, Julie/Kylie/Aleah Higgs 
Servers: Curtis Weber & Jack Weber 
Gift Bearers:  
Musicians: Patsy Leffer & Jeff Finley 
Greeters/Ushers: John Stone 

 

Catholic Heart Work Camp Second Collection  
This weekend! 

A Second Collection to support our youth and their 
chaperones will be held at each Mass this weekend.  Your 
generous donations will help cover the cost of the trip 
easing the financial burden on the participants.  Thank you 
for your support of all those attending the work camp in 
Bowling Green, KY; June 29-July 5! 

 

Participants:  Jackson Baltzell, Audrey Beals, Alani 
Bergbower, Lucy Bierman, Nathan Bierman, Maddie 
Brummer, Cameron Davis, Ava Earnest, Brenly Francis, 
Caroline Frohning, Lauren Gier, Allie Hermann, Kylie 
Higgs, Alayna Ochs, Lexi Ochs, Oliver Ochs, Hannah 
Phillips Claire Probst 
Chaperones: Jill Bierman, Paul Bierman, Annie Ochs, 
Jeff Phillips 

 

FORMED/Amen App.  St. Thomas’ FREE gift to you.  
Experience the Catholic Faith on Demand.  
 

Step #1 – Pick up your FORMED sign up for FREE card 
in the St. Thomas Church gathering space. 
 

Step #2 – Take out your phone, scan the bar code or visit 
signup.formed.org then enter 62448.  
 
 

The St. Thomas Parish Center will be closed for 
cleaning and waxing floors June 16 - July 19.  Thank 
you for your cooperation as the parish center undergoes 
its annual preparations and improvements for the 
upcoming school year. 

The St. Thomas Angels Group is requesting volunteers 
to help lead our group.  We started this group in 
November of 2014 to fill a much-needed ministry in our 
parish.  Ruth Kerner, Sue Sparks and Kay Ochs have been 
leading the group since its inception and have said they are 
resigning as of June 30th.   The Angel members are an 
awesome group to work with and always willing to donate 
their time and talent to the group.  The Angels provide 
many outreach services as well as organize special events 
for our parish and community.   
Anyone willing to help lead the group to continue these 
worthwhile projects, please contact Kay at 618-843-
8249 or Sue at 618-783-3533.  Thank you. 
 

The St. Thomas G.I.F.T. (Giving in Faith Together)  
Collection is here!  This important annual collection for 
our parish will help cover the cost of Altar and Ministry 
supplies that include hosts, wine and candles that we use 
at every Mass.  Thanks for your support! 

 

ST. THOMAS CHURCH 
CELEBRATING 15 YEARS! 

All parishioners are invited to attend Sunday brunch in 
the parish center on July 20th after the 10:00 am Mass 
celebrating our church building’s 15th anniversary! 
Sausage, scrambled eggs and hash brown casserole will 
be served along with sweets provided by our Angels 
group. Free will donations will be accepted that morning 
to offset the cost and can also be dropped off any time 
in the collection basket or at the parish office. Eighth 
graders wanting service hours can sign up to work the 
brunch in the back of church. 
 

The Role of Christian Funerals 
Day 229: Christian Funerals — The 
Catechism in a Year (with Fr. Mike 
Schmitz) Scan this QR Code to see how 
that “everything we do is oriented towards 

that last moment; towards that moment when we step 
from this life into eternal life.” 

 

The Family of Clara Kocher would like to thank 
everyone for their kindness at the time of Clara‘s death. 
Thank you to Father Pawel for the wonderful Mass, Deb 
and Tammy for the beautiful music, and Kinsley and 
Brady for serving. Thank you to all the ladies that made 
and brought in all the salads and desserts, they were all 
very delicious! A special thanks to all of you who took 
the time to send flowers/gifts or attend Clara‘s services. 
Your generosity and compassion have left a lasting 
mark on our hearts. 
 

The Kids’ Bulletin now available in the St. Thomas 
Gathering Space.  Be sure to pick one up for each of 
your kiddos!! 



St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes 
WELCOME you and INVITE you. 

 

Please pray for the Sick: 
Mark Miller, Belinda Kubicki, Carson French, 
Matilda Hemrich, Brenda Zuber, John Probst, 
Donna Boehl, Vickie Kocher, Carol Schafer, 

Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy Ochs, Jessica Andruch, 
Whitney Benefiel, Delorse Johnson, Ted/Susie Ochs; 
those in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.   

 

Funeral Dinner Dishes.  Please stop by the St. Thomas 
Parish Center to pick up your funeral dishes.  The parish 
center will be unlocked throughout the week for your 
convenience.  Thanks so much to all of you who assist 
with the funeral dinners in any way.  This is a wonderful 
ministry that our parish offers for our families! 

 

Let Jesus Feed Your Marriage in 2025! 
Renew your Sacrament, deepen your communication, 
strengthen your relationship, and rekindle your romance 
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience this year! The following upcoming 
weekends are available in 2025. Sign-up now as space 
is limited! For more information or to apply, go to 
wwme.org, or call Terry & Eric Engholm at 314-649-
7317. 
8/1/2025 - 8/3/2025, Cape Girardeau, MO 
10/10/2025 - 10/12/2025, Springfield, IL 
12/5/2025 - 12/7/2025, St. Peters, MO 

 

Deanery Prayer Vigil for Life.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend the Deanery Prayer Vigil for Life to Pray for 
the Protection of All Life at St. Aloysius Church in 
Bishop Creek on Friday, May 30.  Praying the Rosary 
will begin at 6:00 pm.  Fr. Juan Carlos Ruiz will be the 
celebrant for the 6:30 pm Mass.  The business meeting 
will follow in the parish hall.  Refreshments will be 
served while current pro-life issues and events are 
discussed. 

 

St. Michael the Archangel Prayer 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 

O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God,  

thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

Meet Fr. Tomy Philip SAC 
 

    Dear Parish communities of St. Thomas the Apostle 
and St. Mary of the Assumption, 
     It is with great joy that I introduce myself to you as 
Fr. Tomy Philip, part of the Congregation of Pallottine 
Fathers and Brothers. I am delighted to join your parish 
as the Parochial Administrator, in our collective journey 
of faith. 
     I was born on May 24, 1974, in India’s beautiful state 
of Kerala - rightly known as “God’s own country.” My 
family, a source of constant support and love, includes 
my parents, who are gracefully enjoying their golden 
years, as well as my brother and three sisters, all happily 
married. 
     After my ordination on May 5, 2004, I served a year 
in India’s remote missions, enriching my pastoral skills 
and strengthening my commitment to serving 
communities in need. I then dedicated four years as the 
Vocation Director for my congregation, guiding young 
men in discerning their priestly call. 
     In 2009, I was blessed with the opportunity to study 
in Rome at the Pontifical Gregorian University, where I 
obtained a License in Priestly Formation and 
subsequently pursued a Ph.D. During this period, I 
served as the Parochial Vicar at Regina Apostolorum 
Parish, gaining invaluable pastoral experience over nine 
years. During this time, I had been blessed in a huge way 
with very many opportunities to have personal 
interactions with Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis. 
     After nine fulfilling years in Rome, I returned to 
India in 2018 to become the Rector at a minor seminary. 
This role allowed me to teach Theology and spirituality 
at various seminaries and religious institutes, feeding 
my passion for education. During that time, I also served 
as a parish pastor. I have been blessed by God to have 
spent over 30 years working in youth apostolate, 
guiding young people in their faith journey. After six 
years of intense ministry of training the seminarians, I 
was asked to serve the people of God in the United 
States. From November 2025 till date I have been 
serving the Blessed Sacrament Parish, in the Springfield 
diocese. 
     Joining St. Thomas the Apostle and St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parishes is an exciting step, and I am eager 
to engage in community-oriented pastoral work. I look 
forward to meeting each of you, learning from you, and 
contributing positively to our parish life. 
     I am deeply grateful for this opportunity to share in 
your lives and grow in faith together. Let us build a 
welcoming, inclusive environment, strengthening one 
another in spirituality and service. 
      Thank you sincerely for your warm welcome. 
                            With blessings,  Fr. Tomy Philip SAC 



June 7-8, 2025 
Pentecost Sunday 

 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption  
 

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68  
     Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459    Tel:  618-455-3155 

         E-mail:  stmaryschurch@psbnewton.com 
Website:  www.stemariechurch.org 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Luczak  
                  (email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com) 
         Deacon emeritus:  Rev. Mr. Larry Miller 

Office Manager:  Denisse Ochs  
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner 

Tribunal Annulment Advocate:  Debbie Matson 
 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs. 
 
 

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday 
 

 First Saturday of the Month 
          7:30 am – 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration 
         & Reconciliation 

8:30 am – Holy Mass 
 

Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request  
 

Victim Assistance Contact Information: 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 

Call 217-321-1155 
 

This Week in our Parish 
Monday, June 9th, The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Tuesday, June 10th, Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. – Rosary 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Joe Zuber+) 
 

Wednesday, June 11th, St Barnabas 
    7:00 p.m. – Pastoral Council Meeting   
 

Thursday, June 12th, Weekday 
    8:00 a.m. – Rosary  
    8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: Sam, Linda & Chris Zuber+) 
 

Friday, June 13th, St Anthony of Padua 
 

Saturday, June 14th, Weekday 
 

Sunday, June 15th, The Most Holy Trinity 
     8:30 a.m. – Mass (Int: All Fathers ) 

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures 
Collection for the week of Juen 1, 2025 

Envelopes                                 $     1,055.00 
Loose                                                 196.00 
                    Sub Total            $     1,251.00 
Ascension                                          145.00 
Haiti                                                    55.00 

                                        Total           $    1,451.00 
 

St Mary’s Church Tithe 
April Tithe Income $14,440.00 

10% Tithe to Springfield - $1,440.00  
 
           Ministers for 8:30 a.m. – June 15, 2025 
Ushers:  Ethan Griffith, Roger Hemrich, 
 Marvin Zwilling 
Servers: Reed Kistner/Chase Kistner 
Lectors: Nancy Ochs/ Ashtyn Ochs 
Gift Bearers: Tony & Martha Strutner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Janet Hartrich, Ben Ochs, 
Bridget Matson 
 

Pastoral Council Meeting - Will be held at on 
Wednesday, June 11th at 7p.m. in the parish 
center. All members of council encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Blood Drive –  
St Mary’s will be hosting an 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
  Monday, June 16th from 2pm – 6pm. 
Please come and give the gift of Life!!  

 

Thank You Fr. Pawel! 
We wish you safe travels as you journey 
home to be with your family.  Thank you for 
being a wonderful example of God’s love at 
work – Thank you for teaching, guiding, 
inspiring, and uplifting us. But most of all thank 
you for bringing us closer to Christ!  
 
 Our prayers and thoughts are with you!!  
 

 

Events 
6/11/25 – Pastoral Council Meeting – 7p.m. 
 
6/16/25 – American Red Cross Blood Drive –  
2pm – 6pm – St Mary’s Parish Center 

 


