September 27-28, 2025
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
404 W. Jourdan, Tel: 618-783-8741
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-8742

E-mail: parishoffice@stthomasnewton.net
Website: www.stthomasnewton.net

Pastor: Fr.Paul Luczak
(Email: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)

Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Linda M. Hemrich
Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson
Office Hours: 7:30 -11:30 am & 1:00- 4:00 p.m. M-F
Masses: 4:30 pm Saturday; 7 & 10.00 am Sunday
8:30 am Wednesday and Friday
Reconciliation: 8:00 am- 9:00am (Except for First Saturday
at St. Mary) & 3:30-4 pm Saturdays and upon request at
reasonable time.

St. Thomas School Office:
St. Thomas School Principal: Jill Bierman
School Secretary: Lori Smith
306 W. Jourdan, PO Box 26 Tel: 618-783-3517
Newton, Illinois 62448 Fax: 618-783-2224
E-Mail: jillbierman(@stthomassaints.com
Website: www.stthomassaints.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING
September 20-21, 2025 Collection

Envelopes $  7,332.00
Loose $ 360.00

Subtotal $ 7,692.00
School Fund $ 645.00
Church in Africa $ 458.00
Centennial Campaign $ 230.00

Subtotal $  1,333.00

Grand Total $  9,025.00
Online August PushPay Giving $  4,909.65
ACH August Contributions $  2,296.00

St. Thomas Church August Tithe
August Tithe Income — $43,200.00
10% Monthly Tithe Given to Diocese - $4,320.00

This Week in Our Parish

Monday, September 29, Sts. Michael, Gabriel, &
Raphael, Archangels
6:30 pm Bible Study postponed until next Monday

Tuesday, September 30, St. Jerome
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s

Weds., October 1, St. Therese of the Child of Jesus
8:30 am Class Mass (Int. George Roth)

9:00 am Rosary Group

5:30 pm Youth Choir

6:30 pm PSR at St. Mary’s /CYO at St. Thomas
Thurs., Oct. 2, Holy Guardian Angels; Home Visits
8:00 am Rosary

8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s with Adoration for 40
Days Prayer Campaign immediately following until
Benediction at 10:15 am

First Friday, October 3, Weekday; Home Visits
8:30 am All-School Mass (Barb Paddock)
Adoration until Noon

First Saturday, October 4, St. Francis of Assisi
7:30 am Adoration/Reconciliation at St. Mary
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary
3:30 pm — 4:00 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas (Int. For the Parish)

Sunday, October 5, 27" Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Respect Life Sunday; World Communion Sunday
7:00 am Mass at St. Thomas (Int. Larry Hardiek)
8:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s
8:45 am Pre-Baptismal Class

10:00 am Mass at St. Thomas

(Int. Liv & Dec of Don & Rose Ann Frichtl Family)

10:30 am Communion Service at Villas

11:15 am OCIA
1:30 pm Newton Life Chain around the square

This Week’s Scripture Readings:

Mon.: Dn 7:9-10,13-14 Jn 1:47-51
Tues.: Zec 8:20-23 Lk 9:51-56
Weds.:Neh 2:1-8 Lk 9:57-62
Th.: Neh 8:1-4a,5-6,7b-12 Mt 18:1-5,10
Fri.: Bar 1:15-22 Lk 10:13-16
Sat.: Bar 4:5-12,27-29 Lk 10:17-24

Sun.: Hb 1:2-3;2:2-4 2Tm 1:6-8,13-14 Lk 17:5-10

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Regularly: 8:00-9:00 am Saturdays at St. Thomas (Except
for First Saturday at St. Mary’s); 3:30-4:00 pm Saturdays
at St. Thomas OR by appointment
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St. Thomas Parish Ministry Schedule
Saturday, October 4 @ 4:30 pm

Lector: Beth Ochs
EM: Wade Ochs, Kim Zuber, Matt/Amanda Baltzell
Servers: Eli Ochs, Gauge and Hank Weber
Gift Bearers: Todd Ochs Family
Musicians: Nichole Mulvey and Kaitlyn Ochs
Greeters/Ushers: Ken Buerster

Sunday, October S @ 7:00 am
ector: Tony Weber
M: Pam Francis, Sheryl/Allison Brummer,

Linda Hemrich

Servers: Brady Francis, Kinsley Kerner, Jillian Volk
Gift Bearers: Brian Brummer Family
Musicians: Five for the One
Greeters/Ushers: Doug Long

Sunday, October 5 @ 10:00 am
ector: Marissa Bower
EM: Jason, Jenny, Nick Bierman, Dennis Weber
Servers: Pete Weber, Patrick Bower, Luke Bower
Gift Bearers: Justin Probst Family
Musicians: Patsy Leffler & Anne Kuhl
Greeters/Ushers: Jacob Jahraus
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Congratulations to Ali Bierman and Dillon Ray on
their recent marriage. They were married on September
20, 2025, at St. Thomas. Ali is the daughter of Chris
and Melany Bierman and Dillon is the son of Gene &
Terri Ray. May they have a happily married life in faith.

Happy Birthday, Lena Richardson! Lena will
celebrate her 96" birthday on September 30". Birthday
wishes can be sent to 14249 E. 1000™ Ave., Newton, IL
62448. Thanks for helping her celebrate!

St. Thomas CYO - #nodoubt
Meeting weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

Oct. 1 — Day 234 Catechism in a Year — Freedom &
Responsibility

Oct. 8 — Celebrating Our Lady of the Rosary —
Intentional Rosary & final preparations for the
picnic

Oct. 12 — Annual Harvest Picnic

Oct. 15 — Begin Biblical Walk Through the Mass —

What is Mass?
Oct. 22 — St. John Paul II; The Introductory Rites
Oct. 29 — Night of Service

Supporting Those in Need! The need for assistance in
our local community is real. Assistance with utilities,
rent, gas, etc. is a request we receive often. Be watching
for opportunities in the near future to support an
assistance fund at St. Thomas. More information is
coming soon!

St. Thomas School Dates to Remember
Book Fair this week!

Sept. 30 —5:30 pm — 7:00 pm Open House
Oct. 1 — 3:30 pm Cross Country Invite @ Robinson
6:00 pm School Board
7:40 am FCA
Jasper County Health Department Bingo in
parish center

Oct. 2 —

St. Thomas
15™ Annual Harvest Picnic
October 12", 2025

St. Thomas Picnic Worker’s List available in the
gathering space for sign-up. Thanks for helping!

Game Prizes Wanted! CYO is asking for donations
of individual chip bags and candy and Juice Pouch
drinks for the games that they are providing for the
picnic. CYO members will be asked to provide 1 dozen
cookies that are packaged with 2 cookies per zip lock
baggie. THANKS!

Quilt Raffle: Please visit the gathering space of church
to see the two beautiful quilts that will be raffled off at
this year’s picnic. Tickets are $5.00 each or $20.00 for
5 tickets. Tickets are available in the church office, will
be available at the picnic and after Masses when
scheduled. Thanks to Lori TeVault for donating the
quilts this year and for sharing her talents with us!

Basket Raffle: Time to get your creative minds
flowing! We are asking once again to donate theme
baskets for the Harvest Picnic. Everyone is encouraged
to put together a basket including businesses that would
like to promote the services that they offer. Suggested
value is $50 and up. Families could combine to make
one even bigger ©. Need ideas? Call or text Dee Bower
618-553-4326. Thanks to all for making this one of the
most successful stands at the picnic!!

Desserts Wanted. Parishioners are asked to bring
desserts for the Chicken dinner. We would like to offer

An

a dessert option for those enjoying our meal. <

Raffle Tickets are available in the Church foyer.
10% of proceeds benefit the Family Life Center —

Newton
BYOB
Catholic Heart Work Camp (CHWC). It
is time to start planning next summer’s
CHWC. If you are interested in
participating, please contact our parish offices.
Campers will be headed to Kansas City, KS the week
of July 5-11. Our parishes will be traveling again with
Holy Cross, Wendelin. Reserve your spot ASAP!




St. Thomas & St. Mary Parishes
WELCOME you and INVITE you.

%‘:\ Please pray for the Sick: Chase Zumbahlen,
\;i;? Emma Rose Probst, Dale Harris, Charles Sroka,
Y. Jim Beauchamp, Naomi Shedlebower, Belinda
Kubicki, Carson French, Matilda Hemrich, Brenda
Zuber, Carol Schafer, Jim and Norma Kocher, Randy
Ochs, Jessica Andruch, Whitney Benefiel, Ted/Susie
Ochs; those in healthcare facilities/Book of Requests.

Newton Square Respect Life Sunday Life Chain
Sunday, October 5, 2025
1:30 pm — Prayer Service;
2:00 pm — 3:00 pm Life Chain around square

Respect Life Sunday
Life Chain 2025 on Sunday, October 5
Sacred Heart Parish Center, Effingham, IL
1:30 pm — Prayer Service
2-3 pm Life Chain on Keller Drive

Priesthood Sunday is celebrated this weekend in the
United States, and is a day set aside to honor our priests
and religious people, affirm the priesthood of Jesus
Christ, and promote vocations to the priesthood. This
day offers an opportunity to pray for priests, especially
for Fr. Tomy and Fr. Pawel, thank them for their
service and show appreciation for their dedication to the
Church and our parishes.

Special Upcoming Diocesan Collections:

September 27-28 - Special Second Collection for
Gaza and Surrounding Areas in the Middle East
Please prayerfully consider supporting this special
collection.

October 4-5 - Black and Indian Mission Collection.
The envelope for this collection is provided in your
envelope packet. Thanks for your support!

40 Days of Prayer Campaign for Life
Join people of faith across our nation to
pray, fast, and serve to protect all life.

Thursday, Oct. 2 Adoration at St. Mary, Ste. Marie
immediately following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am
with Benediction at 10:15 am.

Wednesday, Oct. 22 Adoration at St. Thomas
immediately following 8:30am Mass until 10:15 am
with Benediction at 10:15 am.

TREASURES OF ITALY PILGRIMAGE
12 Days: April 13-24, 2026
Hosted by Fr. R. Dean Probst

Soul Food

By Fr. Tomy

Today’s Gospel gives us one of Jesus’ most powerful
parables: the rich man and Lazarus. The contrast could not
be greater. The rich man, dressed in fine clothes, feasted
in luxury every day. At his gate lay Lazarus, poor and sick,
longing for scraps. Yet after death, the roles are reversed:
Lazarus is carried to Abraham’s bosom, while the rich man
suffers in torment.

Notice: Jesus gives the poor man a name—Lazarus—
while the rich man remains nameless. In God’s eyes, the
forgotten and suffering are remembered, while the self-
satisfied risk being forgotten.

The rich man’s tragedy was not ignorance. He knew
Lazarus, even saw him daily, but Lazarus did not matter.
His sin was not cruelty but indifference. He did nothing.
Pope Francis reminds us that the “great abyss” between
them was dug during life—through choices of selfishness
and hardened hearts.

This is our danger too. We know of hunger, poverty,
and suffering—in the news, online, even in our
neighborhoods. But often it never touches our hearts. As
Amos warns, those who live in comfort while ignoring
suffering will one day face a reckoning.

The parable is not meant to condemn but to awaken.
Jesus calls us to open our eyes, let compassion move us,
and act. St. John Chrysostom said: “Not to share our
wealth with the poor is theft.” St. Paul reminds Timothy
that true riches are faith, love, patience, and gentleness.

1. Who are the “Lazaruses” at our gate today? Perhaps
a single mother, a co-worker, an elderly neighbor, or
someone in our own family. The Gospel invites us to
notice them, care for them, Open your eyes. Each morning,
ask yourself: “Who is the Lazarus I will meet today?”
Maybe it’s a lonely neighbor, a sick parishioner, an
immigrant struggling to adapt, or even a family member
waiting for your attention.

2. Practice small acts of mercy. Keep a sandwich, a gift
card, or even a kind word ready for someone in need. Call
the elderly, visit the sick, or listen to someone who feels
invisible.

3. Let information touch your heart. When you read
about suffering in the news, don’t just move on. Pause. Say
a prayer. Consider what small action you might take — a
donation, a volunteer hour, or even raising awareness.

4. Bring generosity home. Indifference often begins
under our own roof. A word of encouragement, patience
with a child, gratitude to a spouse, or forgiveness to
someone who has hurt you — these are as important as
giving money to the poor.

5. Live with eternity in view. At the end of each week,
ask yourself: “What did I do this week that will matter in
God’s Kingdom?”” Adjust your time, spending, and energy
accordingly.

“Heaven begins when we open our eyes to the Lazarus at
our gate and treat him as Christ.”
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. Mary of the Assumption

112 W. Embarras Street, P.O. Box 68
Ste. Marie, Illinois 62459 Tel: 618-455-3155
E-mail: stmaryschurch@stemariechurch.org
Website: www.stemariechurch.org
Pastor: Fr. Paul Luczak
(email/text: revpl.stthomas@gmail.com)
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Tomy Philip
(Email: frtomysac@gmail.com)
Deacon emeritus: Rev. Mr. Larry Miller
Office Manager: Denisse Ochs
PSR Coordinator: Marie Wagner
Tribunal Annulment Advocate: Debbie Matson

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 3 p.m. Tues-Wed.-Thurs.

St Mary’s Disciples’ Stewardship of Treasures
Collection for the week of September 21, 2025
Envelopes/Online giving $ 810.00

Loose 210.00
Sub Total $ 1,020.00
Haiti 110.00
Improvement Fund 20.00
Total $ 1,150.00

Ministers for 8:30 a.m. — October 5, 2025

Ushers: Maynard Kaufmann, Jacob Kaufmann,
Kelby Ochs

Servers: Max Ochs/ Henry Zumbahlen/Reed Kistner
Lectors: Ethan Zwilling/Becca Ochs

Gift Bearers: Ron & Nancy Zwilling

Eucharistic Ministers: Amy Frohning, Rose
Gangloff, Janet Hartrich

Masses: 8:30 am Sunday
First Saturday of the Month
7:30 am — 8:15 am Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Reconciliation: As Scheduled by request

PSR Update
For the month of October all classes will begin in
church with the rosary. We will begin on October 1%
at 6:30 in the church. Parents and parishioners are
welcome to join in with the students.

This Week in our Parish

Mon., Sept. 29", Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael

No Bible Study will resume on October 6th
Tuesday, September 30", St Jerome

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30a.m. — Mass (Int: Donna Elie+)
Weds, Oct. 1%, St Therese of the Child of Jesus

Office Hours 8:00 am — 11:00 am

6:30 p.m. — PSR/Rosary — in church

6:30 p.m. — Parent Hospitality Session
Thursday, October 2", The Holy Guardian Angels

8:00 a.m. — Rosary

8:30 a.m. - Mass (Int: Ron Kirts+)

Prayer for Life — after mass until 10:15 a.m.
Friday, October 3", Weekday
Saturday, October 4, St Francis of Assisi

Collection for Black & Indian Mission this weekend

7:30 a.m. — 8:5 a.m. — Adoration & Reconciliation
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: For the Parish)
Sunday, October 5", 27th Sunday Ord. Time
8:30 a.m. — Mass (Int: Thomas, Serena & Leonard
Kaufmann+)

40 Days of Prayer Campaign for Life.
Our parish will soon be participating in the annual
“Prayer for Life” 40 days focused on building a pro-
life culture. We be joining the people of faith across
our nation to pray, fast, and serve to end abortion and
to fight assisted suicide.

God heard the pro-life prayers of our nation, and
blessed by overturning Roe vs Wade in 2022. What a
huge victory! We have the wonderful opportunity to
pray in thanksgiving for this gift.

St Mary’s will be having mass on October 2" at
8:30a.m. followed by Prayer for Life — with
Benediction at 10:15 a.m.

“Prayer is the best weapon we have:
1t is the key to God’s heart.”
Please consider coming to mass and join others
spending time in prayer.

Events

October 5" — St Isidore Parish/Island Grove

Breakfast — served 7:30am — 12:00 pm
October 12" — St Thomas Church Picnic — 4pm —
7:30 pm — Food — Games — Live Music & Raffles
October 13" — St Mary’s Blood Drive — St Mary’s
parish center 2pm — 6pm




